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Ifael; that they may be aſhamed. of "their iniquiMies,. and lit 

| them meaſure the Pattern. And if they be aſhamed of. all that: 
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Some Remarks, as to the Practice and | 
Diſcipline of fone Minifters and Church- | 


es, under different Denominations. 
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A Discouzsz concerning the Neceſſi ity of 
the Internal, in rage e regular External Call unto 
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| Chriſtian Friends 


Ex HAVE been for ſome years, under 
wo RE pprehenſions, and fears,that you are 
eme danger of loſing your rights 
ad liberties; in cthooung your own 
paſtors of miniſters, I am very ſen- 
ble, that the power and dominion over others 
rery defirable and agreeable to man's nature 
we the fall. Tet it 3s abſolutely forbidden, in, 
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22 
7. Sv. 
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Wlickly denied in word, (though many do in 
t) particular churches, their undoubted right, 
to chooſing their own paſtors; as Mr. Cawd- 

[ell has done. e 
A 2 Such 


* 


Proteſtant Piſſenting Churches, 


Rights and Liberties, Sc. 


. , - 6 k 


d over churches, both by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ler, Matth. xx. 25, and 1 Pet. v. 3, Oc. Idid 
# think that any diſſenting miniſter, would baue 
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churches avere filled-uþ; with ignorant and carnal 
profeſſors, (as too many diſſenting churches are 
 20w) the people willingly reſigned their right 
aud power to them, to chooſe or appoint mi: 
ſters, or paſiors for them, upon their telling them, 
they, (i. e. the miniſcers) were the l eſt and mi 
proper judge. And after they had taken ſuch 
ſupremacy over churches, they did not only mate 
many new canons or rules both for diſcipline aul 
worſhip; but alſo inſtituted and ap pointed ni 
2% wew offices and ſacrainents, and also mai) 
rites and ceremonies, i. e. days and times, ti it 
obſerved as faſts and feſtivals, as will appear ly 
the hiſtory of Jeveral centuries, after the Apuſiles 
eee 4 


% Authems (ſays one) were brought into ti 
e church, Aune 387. The Weſiein churchs 
c obſerved the feaſt of Eaſter, on the 25th d 
« March, in 417. The queſtion concerning tle 
4 obſervance of Eaſter, ſome ſay, was firſt 0 
« ved at Antioch ; Others ſay, at Laodicea, 4 
« 144 Pius, a Pope, ordained that e 


6 mould n upon W 157. The Ea. 
fers churches kept Eaſter upon the 24th 1 
« Moon, upon what day ſoever it . 196. i: 
« The feaſt of It. Michael Was inſtituted b FF - 9 
« Felix, Anuo 487. The feaſt of St. Peter and 10 5 „ 
0 St. Paul, was inſtituted, at the inſtance of the 4 * ir 
u Empreſs, in 505. In the ſynod of Mentæ, the - +? 
a the feaſts = St. Andrew, % Mari iu, and St. f 1 
„ John. the Baptiſt, Whitſuntide, the Epiphany, 7 
and the Af; —42— of Mary, were commanded TRE 
„ to be kept in 813. Trazſubſtantzation, firſftt 
* brought up at the Lateran council, in 1215. - 508 
J omit mentioning many other Saints days, 4 , 
* and Offices, and Sacraments, wwhach were in- $14.2 
6 ſituated in that time. To all which, I refer $6 mY 
s to 1/aacſou's Chronology, dedicated to King | 8 
* Charles, in 163). 25 
It was, ſays one *, the Rama empire, LOVE —_ 
one monarch in its civil diſtributians for 4 9 
„and government, which gave the firſt riſe u 1 
3 to a pretended viſible, ruling, catholack inch, 
* under one ſpiritual monarch, diſtributed. into 
* thoſe that are paſtoral, dioceſan, metropolitan, 
and others of inferior kinds, for retaining of 5 
h the people in their civil diſtributions, where- 1 
| Into they were caſt ; according ro the polity 1 <5 
* of the empire, there were eccleſiaſtical offices 
| aſſigned. unto each diſtribution, anſwerable „ 
„ Unto the civil officers ; which were ordained Ef 
in the polity of the Empire. So in anſwer to 
deputies, exarchs, præfects, governors of pr. 
Vinces and cities, there were found out and ped 
| crefled, Patriarchs, | wrdpahene dioceſans, ' 
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„ who, under their immediate generals and prz 


4 power of the new eccleſiaſtical monarch. $ 
<« was, ſays he, the viſible church moulded an 
< faſhioned into an image of the old Roman P- 


“ the reſemblance of it; yet in proceſs of tin 
.< doing all its works, Sc. 

718 has ſuch à power (as above ſpecijith 
from Peter, who as they think, and ſay, hai | 


Kingdom of heaven, are ſaid to be given to bi 


jn various allotments of territories and pow 
ers, requiring unto their compleat ſtate, on 
% viſible monarchial head, as the empire had 
„ which was the pope. And whereas the empe 
«'ror had not only a civil rule and power, bu 
a military alſo, exerciſed by legates, generals 
4 tribunaries, centurians, and the like; ſo ther 
« was raifed an eccleſiaſtical militia in vari 
* orders of monks, friars, votaries of all forts 


«& fects, did depend abſolutely on the ſovereig 


„gan empire; as it was foretold it ſhould b. 
% Rev. xili. 14, 15. And although this imag 
« was firſt framed in compliance with, and 0 


“ it ſubſtituted itſelf entirely in the room of th 
< empire, taking all its powers to itſelf, an 

In order to maintain ſuch a power or ſufit 
-macy in, or over the viſible church; the put 
and his clergy make their people believe that il 


y divine right, by virtue. of a lineal ſucceſh 


Power not only over all churches, but alſo 
all the other Apoſtles ; becauſe the keys of N 


Matth. xvi.'19. The dioceſan biſhops think al 
not without reaſon, that although the keys uf 
delivered to Peter, yet the other Apoſtles nat 
the ſame uſe of them, as he did. And oy 
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ur, as they ſuppoſe, the Apoſtles ſucceſſors, the 
ok of 5 is 5 19 on them. The 
ſeobyters in Jus divinum miniſterii, and Mr. 
Cawdwell, claim an equal ſhare with the bi- 
ops in the power of the keys. Tk 
If by the keys of the kingdom of heaven de- 
Ivered unto Peter, Chriſt meant à power or 
wthority to preach the goſpel doctrine, which 
reveals and declares pardon, and forgiveneſs un- 
by all penitent and believing ſinners, and to 
hem only, then it is the duty of all goſpel mi- 
Vers to do ſo; ſince they have ſuch a power. 


erden or abſolve from fin, both they and all 


x ts bat truſt to ſuch pardons will find, they are 
d be +. | 
Meaken, when it 1s too late. 


It appears very plain to all that will read the 
ew Teſtament, and conſider what they read, 


F hl bat Peter did not take upon him à fower ſupe- 
u the other Apoſtles; neither do we read 
| 


bat he ever claimed any ſuch power. We read 
bat Paul reproved him very ſharply, Gal. ii. 11. 
ver) becoming an inferior to à ſuperior ; if 


Js, with reſpect to diſcipline, were not given 
be Apoſtles, diſtiuct from the church; becauſe 
By the keys of the kingdom of heaven, in Matt. 
I. (ſays one *) is chiefly meant the preach- 
ing of the goſpel ; but in Matth. xviii. is chief- 
ly meant diſcipline ; which power {ſays he) 
given or committed to the whole church. 
e worg of God is the only rule for both. 


|; calvin lõnſtitutionz, 


— 


bey who pretend to a greater power, VIZ. to 


ter had been ſo. It is alſo very plain that the 


ey were given to the church, Matth. xvii. 18. 
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3 wy evident the Apoſtles did not tal 
pon them ſuch a power as Mr. Cawdwell 434 
other 3 pretend to, and contend for, via 
To judge and determine who are, and who wen 
not qualified, for the miniſterial, or paſtoral of 
fice. They only acquainted or directed the peoph 
what qualifications were neceſſary for the paſtor 
| oy deacons office ; and left it to them to judge ajd 
determine, who had thoſe qualifications. 
Aud as the people, or particular churches, wer 
allowed by the Apoſtles, the principal or ſole right 
to judge and determine, who were and who werd 
not qualified, to be choſen by them unto the pa 
ftoral, or any other office in the church: So alli 
10 judge and determine, who oucht and whi 
ought not to be admitted, excommunicated, 0 
re-admitted into the church. As 1 have prov 
ed in anſwering Mr. Cawdwell's arguments 0 
rather queſtions. | 55 
Mere are ſome rules, or canons made or ob 
ſerved both by biſhops, and diſenting presbyter 
za this nation; by vertue of which the people 
or particular churches are not only deprived 0 
their rights, and liberties, in judging and deter: 
mining for themſelves, in chooſing their owt 
paſtor or miniſter: But ſure I am, that mai) 
men are appointed and ordained into the mm 
ſtry, who muſt take to ſome other employmen 
for a livelihood, vas it not that ſo many church 
es are under obligations to accept and mail. 
tain them. Some by laws, others not /o; but 
of a different nature, as I ſhall ſhew in its 5rd 
per place, 5 


F 
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„ 1 rules, or canons, are binding unto any 
urch, or churches, unleſs, or until they are re- 
wed. After king Henry VIII. and the biſhops, "Fo 
nd the clergy in England, refuſed to receive the TY 
e's rules, or canons, or what he is pleaſed to 

them; they judged themſelves under no obli- 
bation to obſerve or obey them, The eccleſiaſti- «4, wh 
bl canons are binding only to thoſe who volun- 1 


urily receive them. Much leſs are any rules 5 
ert / canons, which are or | may be made by diſſent- 
a presbyters binding to any church or churches, 7 
ers hey are veluntarily received. ; 


It 5 very evident, that many diſſenting church- We 
in this nation, have received ſome rules or 164 
nons made and obſerved by ſome diſſenting 
rebyters of this preſent age. I have obſerved, 
bat thoſe miniſters, who are for propagating 
maintaining their new rules or canons, do 
pl all: thoſe churches aud miniſters that will 
wt ſubmit to, or receive them, irregular church- 
ten end miniſters. r l 
Perbaps, thoſe churches may think, it's not _. 
Wy their privilege, but alſo their duty to ob- [EN 
erve the rule which was ſettled in the church 1 42 ab 
the Apoſtles, accordin” to the will of Chriſt, 9 
Iz, To jo e and determine for themſelves, and 1 
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mplicit Faith on miniſters ; to believe 


2 0 


x ® 


It act by. 
ul bee thoſe only, to be qualified for the 1 
Moral office, whom they recommend as ſuch. 1 
| The presbyters in Jus Divinum Miniſterii, 1 
nw Mr. Cawdwell, ſay, that the miniſters, Ws. 
uve both right and poreer, not only to confer 1 
ue miniſterial office, but alſo to judge and de- : hl 
mine, who are meet or fit perſons to __— Ws 
e | 25 n 
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it upon, by laying on their hands, which right 
or. power they have received, 4 they ſay, from 
the Apoſiles by a lineal Succeſſion, through the 
 apoſtate church of Rome. But, whether they 
alfir mation is a ſufficient confirmation for fan 
#:cular churches to believe it, I leave then 
acc... 
They would (fays one *) monopolize to 
« themſelves all divine knowledge, and the 
“ look upon all others, who are not by an 
„ academical education cultivated by arts an 
„ ſciences, to have no skill in divinity ; but ar 
* over-run with ignorance, c.“ Says ang 
ther f, The miniſters think, that the pre 
_ © fence, or truth of Chriſt, doth not remain 
A the church, unleſs it be amongſt the paſtors 
© and that the church ſtandeth not, unlcf i 
appear in general councils, or ſynods. Bü 
this is far from being always true, if the pro 
* phets have given us a true teftimony of thei 
* own times. There was, (fays he) in the 
time of Iſaiab a church at Jeruſalem, whic 
God had not forſaken. But of the prophet 
ce he faith thus: The watchmen are tins, nt! 
© ther know they any thing. They are ſhepherd 
that cannot underſtand, Ifa. lvi. 10, 11, & 
„ The church alſo endured unto the time 0 
4 Jeremiah; let us hear what he faith of thi 
4 paſtors, Jer. vi. 13. From the 1 7 8 eve 
6 to the prieſt, every one dealeth fa Vel), cup 
% xiv. 14. The prophets propheſy hes in 
name; they propheſy the deceits of their ou 
* hearts. See alſo (lays he) what the pray 


* pr. Edwgr's Preacher, Part I. f Caluin's Taftiny Book IV. ©: 5 f. A 
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« Ezekiel. ſaith of the ſame men, in chap. xxii. 
b 25, 26, Oc. There is a conſpiracy of. her pro- 

u pets in the midſt thereof; as a roaring lion 
b ravening the prey, they have devoured ſouls. 

Her prieſts habe violated my law, they have 
grophaned My holy things, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2. But % 1-0 
there were falſe prophets alſo among the peo- " 
ple, as there ſhall be falſe teachers among 18 


tt you: and many ſhall follow their pernicious 1 
4 ways, See (ſays he) how the Apoſtle warns 1 81 


of danger to come, not by men of the com- 
mon people, but by them that ſhall boaſt 
themſelves of the name or title of paſtors or 
VVV 5 | =_” 
No doubt, thoſe prophets thought they were nw 
be only true 5 in their da); and they, as — 8 
las king Ahab thought ſuch men as Micaiah, 
Amos, were as unfit and unqualified for ſuch 
pofice, as (any of the academick men do think) 
| thoſe are, who have not had ſuch an education 


leit 8 2 al f 
" they. No doubt, thoſe prophets had as good an 13 
U 1608 at th c Il cho. of the n as any > i [a ö 
we have at the academical ſchools. =_ 


* The defence of truth (fays one *) from 
the beginning, was left in charge unto, and 


" managed: h 1 the guides and rulers of the pes 
e 0 church, in their ſeveral capacities: And by the 1 
k o ſcripture only, it was that they dil. 1 
rue charged their duty, confirmed with apoſtolical = ; 
| tradition, conſonant thereunto. This was left ke 


n charge to them by the great Apoſtle, Act e 74 
xx. 28, 29, 30, 31. Wherein they failed of 16 
lis duty, they were reproved by Chriſt, Rev. 
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4 ji. 14,1 5,20. Nor were private believers, in thei 
* places and capacities, either unable for th. 
duty, or exempted from it; but diſcharge 
F themſelves faithfully therein, according toth 
_ ® commandment given unto them, 1 Jo}; j 
4 18, 26. and iv. 1, 2, 3. All true belieyer 
s in their ſeveral ſtations, by mutual watchfy 
_ * neſs, by preaching, or writing, according u 
4 totheir calls and abilities, effectualy uſed th 
outward means for the preſervation and pr, 
. © pagation of the truth or faith of the church 
and the fame means are ſtill ſufficient fort 
“ ſame ends, were they attended unto with cat 
I ſcience and diligence. The pretended defen 
of truth, with arts of another kind, hat 
been the bane of religion, and loſt the peil 
of chriſtians beyond recovery. 
I have obſerved, That miniſters of diſen 
denominations do own in word, that there 
both an internal aud az external call, zeceſ 
anto the work and office of the miniſiry: 4 
that the one is previouſly neceſſary unto the tid 
But as tothe external call, they very much ij 
"according unto their various rules or candl 
they are pleaſed to make concerning it. & 
ſay no man can have a lawful external cal, 
leſs he be ordained by laying on the hands! 
prelate or biſhop. Others ſay, No man can ln 
4 regular call, unleſs he has had an academi 
education, and 7s ordained by laying on 
hands by the presbyters, Sc. But 1ebetheri 
the rules or canons, which are made and! 
ſerved both by biſhops and diſſent ing frech i 
are agrceatl: 1a that order or rule, which 1 


- 


ſettk 
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ſutkel in the” church by the Apoſtles, according 
% the will of Chrift, Tleave others to judge. 
My. Cawdwell - ſays, None have power to alter 


wider. But thoſe, that are fallen from it, ought 


- 


to be reformed. 5 | 5 
I have endtavoured to ſhew what that order 
is, which was ſettled hy the Apoſtles, and alfa 
what the internal call is; and the neceſſity of it, 
in order to a right and faithful diſcharge of the 


that order or rule, that no man can have a regu- 
lar external call unto the paſtoral office, 'who has 


Internal call. I have alſo ſhewed how, or where- 
in, beth biſhops, and difſenting presbyters, do 
Ven in word, the not in fact, that the inter- 
nal call 7s previouſly neceſſary unto the external. 
] have alfo proved, that Chriſt is the only lau- 
diver, in, or over, the chriſtian e church- 
es, by divine appointment, as Moſes was, in, or 
over, the ſewiſh church, or church of Tirael. And 


os the only lawgiver, he has appointed what - 


necejary, and ſufficient, in bis churc d. 
We do not read in all the Old Teſtament, that 


r worſhip, or diſcipline, which were not ap- 


„%% they did pot always act 
Accof ding to them; which was very diſpleaſing 
10 God, I have ſbewed in many inſtances. And 


in, 


churches, <wbich are ſettled according to that 


paſtoral, office. I have alſo proved, atcording to- 


wt, or does not "appear (at leaſt) to have the 


ces, and_ſacraments, wehat rules, or orders, 


loth for worſhip and aiſcipline, he thought both 


the prieſts took upon them ſuch a power or liber- 
% ws to make any ne rules or Canons, either 


why minifters ſhould take ſuch a liberty or power, 
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. #n word, but Chriſt was as able, and faithful, 


mi niſter that takes upon him the care and charge 


ot faithful in the diſcharge of his office, in 


of their blood, Acts xx. 26. Ezek. iii. 18, Thea 


ſuch as are unfaithful. Dr. Owen ſays, © Tit 
“ authority and command, of this right and | 
* a higher nature than ſundry other things, lit 


are repreſented as criminal under that name 


out prejudice or partiality, it will appea ! 


mon 


in or over the chriſtias or goſpel churches, I 4 
wot underſtand; becauſe, I hofe, none wil dem 


to know, and appoint. what offices and ſacra. 
ments ; and alſo what rules or orders were both 
neceſſary and ſufficient iu the chriſtian, as Moſes 
iz the Jewiſh church, Heb. iii. 5,6 

But if miniſters will deprive the people or pa 
ticular churches of their rights and liberties ly 
any new rules or canons, 172 it be done h) 
one biſhop, or à greater number, or by a ſyml 
of” diſſenting presbyters, how far the number that 
do it will extenuate the people's loſs, or their gui 
that do it, I leave others ta judge. If ever 


of a particular church only, and in caſe he 


declaring the whole council of God unto his fi 


ple he has taken the charge of, will be guil 
thoſe biſhops and presbyters who take upon tha 
ſuch a charge, or truſt, over many churches, a 
to chooſe or apfoint miniſters or paſtors for the 
will have the greater guilt, if they ſet over tin 


e diſpoiling of the church of the diſciples of 
< thoſe gathered in church ſocieties by Chrilf 


« berry, (viz. of judging and determining i 
c themſelves) may be eſteemed a facrilege 0 
If perſons will read the New Teſtament wil 


6 ſ 


—]— — 


wicent that it it the undoubted right of the peq- 
þ, er particular churches, to chooſe their mi- 
or of paſtor. But as for the manner of ſet 
tins him apart unto that office, he is choſen 
10, whether 'it \ ought to be by prayer and 


Barnabas ordained elders in every church; or by 
prajer and impoſition of hands, without faſt- 
g: And whether it ought to be by the im- 
PC 
wh, 1 ſhall not determine. Tet this I will ſay, 
hat neither the hands of the one nor the other 
ul make 4 man a miniſter of Chriſt, if he is 
vt qualified and called of God; becauſe they have 
it a commiſſion, as the Apoſtles had, to confer 
ſo much as natural, much leſs) ſpiritual gifts, &c. 
think all that bear the name of proteitant mi- 
ters, o#ght to promote. love and union amongſt 
roteſtants, by preaching up the ſame doctrines 
le) ſubſcribe in the XXXIX Articles: And by ap- 
wing themſelves true and faithful ſubjects to 
e preſent government, they ſwear allegiance 
to, If minifters will ſubſcribe the articles, aud 
ke the oaths, for the ſame ends and reaſons as 
fe in holy orders did i» Ring Henry the 
Il reign, Viz. to keep or poſſeſs their benefits ; 
 mmiſiry, but will umavoi dably cauſe diviſions 
in church and flattee. 

t is ſaid of one, * After he had taken 

he oath of allegiance, he privately promoted 
he Pope's intereſt. After he was diſcovered, 
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filing, without impoſition of hands, as Paul and 


will not only bring diſhonour to religion and 


e was taken up and examined before the 


CC | . 2 | 3 ; 
25 uneil . And upon his cxammnmation he OWned 


— FE a wg. + 46, ge . : k ; 2 b k 
| oath With his , outward * but his inner 
9 "ea 


too evident to be denied. Sure I am the jel 
* 


* 


2 Peereire ; if the thoughts of tha 4 
We ; which may accrue do not prevent the 
of 4 


f their, infenior, in not having thoſe human acc 


| people, f 


wx +, 
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ve for his defence faid, he tookth 
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which 2vas ſettled in the church by the i 
ug. to the wall of Chriſt, viz. anti 
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inucur the di. 
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ticular miniſter er miniſters; I ſhall be very wi 

ting to praus the one, and explain ibe te 

When deſired. e appear a:ain 
207 


* 4 
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with their ſharp {words 


Ame nt e, which might render what I bal 
ſaid leſs: exceptionable unto the learned. Bl 
7 Je, any uſe unto the illiterate or conm 

the author will have his end. 
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* 
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Nights and Liberties, &c. 


| EIA EFORE I anſwer Mr. Cawdwel's ar- 


againft, both the principles and prac- 
9 tice of all Proteſtant Diſſenters? And allo, 


22.5 


dent and miniſtry he vindicates, are not very much 
de epiſcopal, &c. ? | H 

if, © He writes againſt gathering churches 
ut of churches in Page 14. He compares ſuch 
$d0 fo, to ſeveral men of divers pariſhes, who 
ould ſay they were not rightly conftituted, be- 
uſe they were ſettled by law, and not made b 
err agreement, and covenanting together; and, 


iriſh by covenanting together; and would have 
conſtable, and other officers of their own, 
ch as they liked, and ſubmit to thoſe, and pay 
# and Lot to them only. They might, if they went 
thus a while, baniſh all order, and bring all into 


all pariſhes there is a miniſter, whom he com- 
des to a conftable ſettled by law, to whom all in the 
rin are obhged to pay tiehes; which he compares 
B — - 


guments, or rather queſtions, I will 
enquire, - whether he does not write 


whether that model of church-govern- 


this account, would not regard the conſtable, 
d other officers ; but will make themſelves 2 


miuſion and diſorder.” Every body knows, that 
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only without their choice, but ſometimes without 


fuſion. He ſays, in P. 16. Thoſe that know not 


to make others out of them; are like ſuch pretenders 


a confeſſion of our faith, or giving an account of our 


the order of the goſpel.” I know no dilentilg 
- churches or miniſters, but do require perſons iv 


to Seot and Lot, though he be impoſed upon them, net 


their conſent ; which moſt, if not all Piſſenters think 
is not according to the law or rule, Chriſt has by 
his apoſtles, appointed in his church. Therefore the 
think it their duty to withdraw from them, and 71 
themſelves by mutual conſent to ſuch church er 
churches, as do or may enjoy their rights and l- 
berties to chuſe their own paſtor and other officers 
which they judge qualified according to that * 

ollcal Canon, 1 Tim, iii. I muſt own, it thole tha 
do withdraw from pariſh churches ſhould refuſe to 
pay tithes, it might occaſion ſome diſorder, or con- 


how to reform churches, but by pulling them in pieces 


to phyſick as know not how to free a man from his 
diſtemper, but by killing him, &c. I know of no 
diſſenting church or churches, but what are, or have 
been, gathered out of parochial churches. It it be 
not only lawful to withdraw from them, for the rea 
ſons above ſpecified, but a duty ; then it cannot be 
ſinful to withdraw from any other church, that ads 
not according to that rule or order which was ſettled 
in the church, according to the will of Chritt. 

_ 2dly. © He writes againſt the practice of making 


experience, as to a work of grace on our ſouls, in or- 
der to admiſſion into any particular church. He aj 
in P. 4. of his Preface, When a church was to be g- 
thered ; ſuch as deſired to be members of it, made 
confeſſion of their faith and ſigned a covenant, bf 
which they obliged themſelves to walk together i 


make confeffion of their faith, or give an account 
their experience, either before the church, or to the 
miniſter; and he takes it down in writing, and read 
it to or before the church, for their ſatisfaction; 15 


ide People vindicated. 3 


walk with that church according to goſpel order, or 
to that effect. To whom ſhould perſons be ready to 
give A reaſon of their hope N but to that church with 
whom they deſire communion? 1 Et. iii. Ig. bi 
24%, Enquire whether that model of church- go- 
yernment, he vindicates, is not very much like epiſco- 
dal. Under this enquiry, I will conſider his defini- 
tion of a church. He ſays in P. Tr.“ A church is a 
congregation or aſſembly of Chriſtians, that meet to- 
gether for the worſhip of Gop.“ That a church is 
a congregation is undeniable, but that every con- 
gregation is a church is not fo, I think a church is 
much better defined in the nineteenth article of the 
Church of England, ſo called, viz. A church is a congre- 
gation of faithful men in the which the pure word of God is 
preached,” and the ſacraments are duly miniſtred according to 
Chrift's ordinance, in all thoſe things, that of neceſſity are 
pie to the ſame. A congregation may and very 
often does meet together to hear the word of G0 
preached, where the ſacraments are not miniſtred ; 
there may be, and I believe are, in moſt congrega- 
tions, many who are very ignorant and prophane, 
to whom the ſacrament of the Lok D's ſupper can't 
de duly miniſtred according to CRRIST's ordinance 
or appointment, becauſe ſuch are prohibited from it, 
ICor, v. II. and xi. 29. As the ſacrament can't be 
duly miniſtred unto the ignorant and prophane, ſo 
neither can it be duly miniſtred, when it is only, or 
chiefly, to ſerve mens ſecular or worldly intereſts. 


un p. 32. That the chief officers or rulers have or 
dught to have the ſole power of the keys, as to bind- 
ng and looſing: Which he proves, as he thinks, 
vom 2 Cor. ii. 6. Sufficient to ſuch a man is this puniſh - 
ment which was inflicted by many.” He lays the word 
, in the Greek, ſignifies the chiefeſt. I believe he 
mcrprets this ſcripture' as he has many others, to 
rrove what neither he, nor any before him, could ever 

B 2 855 prove, 


alſo promiſe, the grace of God aſſiſting them, to 


As for his model of church- government: He ſays 
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8 5 7 viz. That the people, whom he calls lay-men 
ave no ſhare in the power of the keys. I Know e 
no church orf ſociety that have more chief rule! 
than Ore, except the church before ſpecified. The 
word chief ſignifies a power above all others. There 
. are three Lords Chief Fuſtices ; but they are ſo, not of 
One, but of three diſtinct courts. The church of 
_ Rome has but one chief biſhop, but the epiſcopa 
- church-government allow of two, called 4rcbbiſiuy 
Who have the chief, if not the ſole power of the keys 
ag to binding and looſing. , . 
He is for no other admiſſion into a particuly 
Church than by baptiſm in infancy. He ſays, y. 2 
That baptized infants are as truly members of th 
- church as men and women. In FE 14. he ſays a par 
ticular church does or ought to include a whole pariſh 
except Jews, Infidels or Heathens. It is very evident] 
that, according to epiſcopal church-government, no 0thet 
qualification is required for admiſſion than baptiſm 
in infancy, They think and ſay, as this author dots 
that all in a pariſh, except Fews or Infidels, are equal 
ly alike members of the church. They allo think 
and lay, as this gentleman does, if miniſters area 
ignorant and prophane as Hophni and Phinchas were 
yet they are and qught to be owned as the any ww 
miniſters of Chriſt, becauſe they are ordained 1n 4 
facceſſive way. He ſays, P 72. In Iſrael oft bad 
men were true prieſts, as Huphni and Phinebas, the ſont 
of Eli, yea, Annas and Caiaphas, and there had beet 
ſometimes a ſucceſſion of ſuch; and Judas Iſcariu |; 
from being a good man, yet was a true apoſtle; and 
though Chriſt knew what he would do, yet he mad 
him an apoſtle : Surely, ſays he, to teach'his peopiet 
expect that ſometimes there would be bad men init 
higheſt places in the church; and yet that divine 
ordinances would be validiy adminiſtred unto then 
And though the Fope, to whom the ordainers in A. 
land and other places, were ſubject for many 45 
be that man of iv and lawleſs one, yet it is allo * 


of the People vindicated.” 5 


that he ſits in the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf to 
be as God, 2 Theſ. ii. 3, 4. i. e. He would for a lo 
ume bear ſuch a ſway in the viſible church, as if he 


till be the Temple of God, the Church of Chrift.”, 
It is very evident, that, when the remple-worſhip 


0! o - . — 

eas corrupted from its firſt inſtitution by humane 
pa dent ion and traditions 5 _ Chriſt called it the [ynagogue 
tan, Rev. 14. 9. and 111. 9. He accuſed the Fhari- 


« with tranſgreſſing the commandment of God by 
ler traditions, Matth. xv. 3. And *tis: as evident, 


ua briſt repreſented, in his Revelation to Fobn, the 
2 %½en Church, as apoſtati ved, to a monſtrous beaſt, Rev. 
chi. 11. I think 1 may ſay, ſurely, Chrift did not 
pat ke Judas an apoſtle to encourage bad men to take 
ric higheſt places in the church, nor to encourage 
ent people to expect or chile ſuch, but rather to 
the ution them to watch and guard againſt hypocriſy. 
im is very evident that God did not approve of a ſue- 
oe on of ignorant and prophane prieſts, if there had 


en a ſucceſſion of ſuch, as this author ſays, becauſe 
mah le cut off not only Hophni and Phinebas for their ig- 
drance and prophanneſs, but alſo the line of ſuc- 
vereeon from Aaran's family, 1 Sam. ii. he has alſo 


nend declared, that he rejects ignorant and pro- 
10 ane prieſts tho they may be ordained, or con- 
bac crated in a ſucceſſive way. Hoſ. iii. 6. Becauſe thou 
(0088 rejected bnowledge, I will alſo rej ed thee that ber 


* of thy Gad, I will alſa forget thy childrev. As God 
333 prieſts or Winiltrs ſo alſo thoſe 


mühe are openly prophane or wicked, Hal. I. 16. 
ple ane the wicked God faith, what haſt thaw to do ta 


mne {by mouth, c. None will deny but it is a miniſter's 


them | rk and office to declare God's ſtatutes and co- 


n ant unto the people. I don't underſtand why 
e author, or any other, ſhould think or ſay that 

men as are ignorant Or openly prophane, have any 
r 


lone was lord of it: And yet, ſays he, it would 


del be na prieſt unto me. Seeing thou haßt forgotten tha 


lere my fatutes, or that thou ſhouldeft take wy covenant 
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warrant or call from God, tho? they ma 

to take upon them e eri ole: 55 thed 
ſucceed, or be ordained; by whom they will Tho 
Judas was far from being 4 good man, yet he * 
neither ignorant nor openly propbane: Tho' this auth 
does ſo much vindicate an ordained miniſtry 1 th 
ſucceſſive way; yet he owns it has, or may be in- . 
terrupted. He ſays in E 3. there has been a mini- * 
ſtry ordained in # ſucceſſive way in all ages and chri wer 
ſtian nations; and if the manner of ordination hath ip 
not been regular, and if in any rare caſe it hath bee 3 

interrupted, it is not, ſays he, our fault, &c.”. If he * 

means by a rare caſe the Pope's getting the higheſt pla 
in the viſible church, for which he is called the mand 
fn and lawleſs one; having rejected the laws of Chril 

to whom the ordainers in England were ſubject fo 
many ages; then conſequently the line of ſucceſi 
was interrupted for many ages; that the ordainery 
in England could not receive their ordination fron 
| them as the apoſtles ſucceſſors ; they might, and [ be 
lieve did receive ſome rare caſes ; or rather grol 
corruptions, for which they ſhew more zeal than to 

divine inſtitutions. 15 
It think it argues great weakneſs in any, but clpe 
cially Diſſenters, to prove their right to the miniltry 
by vertue of linea ſucceſſion from the apoſtles, becaukk 
they had »o ſucceſſors as ſuch, viz. none ever had tit 
fame commiſſion as they had. It may be ſaid of ſom 
diſſenting presbyters and many others, who boall 
of being the only true ſucceſſors of the apoſtles! 
as ſome ſay of the biſhops and clergy of the church 
of Rome : . They ſucceed the apoſtles as dark 
ſucceeds light, and as Manaſſeh ſucceeded Hezekiab 
I will proceed to conſider Mr. Cawdwell's argumcls 
ov queſtions _ 

- He ſays in R 2. © There is a power in ſome oe 
ther to form new churches, where there are nol 
and to reform churches that are altered, or a g 
von OBS. EY # * 1 
The provincial Aﬀembly in Jus divinm, 25 


fro 
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ſett 
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u, from that order in which they were ſettled by the 
nl apoſtles, according to the will of Chriſt. None can 
bare power to alter churches in what they are well 


ſettled ; or to overthrow that order which Chriſt has 
zppointed. But ſome muſt have power to preach to, 
and convert, and baptize Infidels, to form them into 


churches, to rule them, and to ſettle a miniſtry in 
tem; and reform them not by worldly but by ſpi- 


ritual power. I think the caſe or caſes ſtated ad- 
mit of ſeveral Queſtions, which being anſwered, the 


1, What is that order that was ſettled in the 


n burch by the apoſtles, according to the will of Chriſt? 
rl Wor no churches can be ſaid to be well ſettled, which 

fe not ſettled according to that order: Which I 

Wall anſwer in its proper place. 


| 2. What churches, or when churches may be ſaid 
ron be fallen from that order, vis. Whether the Ro- 
an, the Epiſcopal, or the Nesbyterian, or thoſe called 


y, they obſerve and follow that order, As to this 
eſtion, I ſhall only fay ar preſent, I have thought 
Ir ſome years that Popery, Epiſcopacy, and Presbytery, 
ere all of the ſame ſpecies, but did not think any 


2 has done, He ſays, in P. 72. © In all ages 
lere hath been a ſucceflive ordination of elders by 


» Which hath been a kind of Presbytery. 
3. What are thoſe ſpiritual weapons, or by whom they 
ght to be uſed, in order to reform thoſe churches 
are fallen from that order in which they 
mene ſettled by the apoſtles according to the will 
Chriſt? This I ſhall conſider and anſwer in 


oper place. oP 
11 . Whether perſons unordained may regularly, ac- 


ding to that order which was ſettled, adminiſter 
*raments in the church? Anſwer, No man can 
TE Ap do 


ontroverſy or caſes ſtated may be better under- 


mpregational Churches? Becauſe they all think and 


llenting miniſter would have owned it, as Mr. 


Jing on of hands of a prelate and other elders with 


—— 
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o it regularly, nor ought to do it, until he 5. .. 
led or Ioles to the ora! office ; — 0 be 
part by prayer and faſting, either with or ih, ind 
1 of hands by elders of other churches, But 
rather think impoſition of hands is not ſo eſſentia 

as prayer and faſting, though ſo much contended 

for, and falling generally omitted. 

5. Whether perſons unordained, whom he calls 

| Lay-men, may lawfully and regularly preach for the 
converſion of Infidels and others in order to form 
them into churches, according to that rule or order 
that was fettled in the church by the apoſtles, Ot 
fince moſt diflenting miniſters in this nation do al 
low, that men unordained may regularly preach a 
candidates, though Mr. Cawdwell- does not. I wi 
put the queſtion in other words, Whether thoſe met 
whom God has endued with fuch ſpirirual gifts an 

abilities as to be both able and apt to teach others 
|| may regularly preach publickly, (though they have not 
had an academical which is called a regular ed 
cation,) according to that order that was ſettled 
in the church  _ | , 
This being a queſtion which has been and 1 
very much debated by good as well as learned Men 
before I anſwer the queftion, I will tranſcribe what 
ſome have ſaid on both fides. Some ſay it is not o 
by JLawful; but a duty for thoſe. men that are endon 
ed with ſpiritual gifts and abilities to preach publidy 
for the converſion of ſinners others fay it is 0 
regular, if lawful, for ſuch to preach publickiy. WW 

The arguments by which ſome prove the fuß 

v. that thoſe men, that are endowed with fp 
tual gifts, may and ought to preach are thoſei 


g. I. From the antecedaneouſneſs of eleiim 

ordination. Fi 1 
Il election from, or by, a church, ought b 9 
ſpel order to precede or go before cn 
officers, then men unordained may ordinarily pets 


* 
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before ordination of officers, therefore perſons 
unordained may preach. . 
Ang. 2. From goſpel commands : All that are by goſpel 
commands to preach may and ought to preach. 

But ſome men who are no: ordained officers are 
required by goſpel commands to preach, therefore they 


lawful but a duty for thoſe men who are en- 


ckly, I refer the reader to a book wrote by Martin 
to and Woodel, called the Preacher ſent. | 
ce But otbers ſay that perſons unordained, tho' gifted 
pay not regularly or lawfully preach ; which they prove 

they think, from Rom. x. 15. How ſhall they preach 
cept they be ſent. they ſay by being ſent is ordina- 
on by impoſition of hands”. But whether that text 


age. I rather think the apoſtle meant, the inter- 
call or miſſion from 9 5 ; or a providential ſend- 
p or call to {ome particular Place or Country. How 
ould the Gentiles have heard the goſpel doctrine, if 
ne had been ſent to preach it among them? 
In order to prove, that no perſons, tho gifted, 
ht to preach unleſs they have had an acade- 
cal education, Mr, Cawdwell ſays in p. 61. © That 
> chriſtian miniſtry might be fic for their work, 
was begun in a 1 of ſchools of prophets, and 
„ Paul and Timothy were tutors of ſuch ſchools 
. 66, Timothy Was, ſays he, to educate men for the 
ultry as he had been educated or taught, and ſo 
Oy was to be propagated in a ſucceſſive 
Le“. | | 
That Chriſt appointed any other ſchools, to train up 


3 Timathy were tutors or teachers of any other 
Cannot be proved from ſcripture. We read. 


A Provincial Aſſembiy; 


But elefion ought, by goſpel order, to precede 1 


wy and ought to preach. For the proof of theſe and 
ſeveral other arguments to prove that it is not on- 


| 
2 with ſpiritual gifts and abilities to preach pub- 


e righely explained or applied, I leave others to 


for the miniſtry, than particular churches, or that 


of 


10 The Rights and Liberties 


of a ſchool of which Gamaliel was 1 | 
educated : and no doubt che e 6 8 da Was 
their education at ſuch ſchools 208 0 wal 
phets: But that all the true prophetsh 0 e 
tion at thoſe ſchools, or that God „ 
for that end, viz. 10 train up men + ths wy * 
office, cannot be proved from ſori de : dee an 
rather conclude they were not, for eie ceaſed 
I. Becauſe no tutors could qualif rnb 
office, but God only : he alone could Rode K 0 
his ſpirit, to whom he pleaſed, what he 0 
to do in time to come; it was ble for 1 
to know it by any human art or learning rh 
A” g whatlo 
2. If God had appointed } | 
up men for that olive: he 3 ws ek 10 
them, (as he very often does) I ſent them not ; * | 
It was impoſſible for any tutor or tutors to ualif a ] 
for the propherical office, viz. to endue them wich * 5 
of prophecy, ſo it is impoſſible, for any tutor to 0 1 
lify men for the miniſter1al office, by endowin * n 
with ſpiritual underſtanding of the [eriptures "i 0 God Kade 
prerogative only to quality whom he pleaſes for thy ork 
work and office, © Mr. Cawdwell ſays, in 5. $8. ere 
„ III P. 00, re 
is a very heinous. and dangerous fin for perfot ities : 
unordained, tho” gifted, to uſurp the office of Md, ! 
miniftry ; nay, hè ſays, thoſe that do ſo are guilfhM | 
of the ſin of Koraiſm”, 1 think I, may ſay, of fh pirit 
author; and all that are of his be 4s to 
Calamy ſays of ſome others wiz. © They ſtrange ay 
forget themſelves and carry the matter much d un 
far; and, inſtead of laying any foundation for cd xplai 
viction, really make themſelves ridiculous.” babe 
1 ſhall proceed to anſwer the queſtion, ropl 
Duet. Whether theſe men, whom God bas ena ts i 
ed with ſuch ſpiritual gifts as to be both able 4. 
apt to teach orhers may regularly preach p 
tho' they have not had an  academical (called 1 to 
gular) education? ou, 4 
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; Anſw, Such may and ought to preach publickly ; 
as will appear by theſe reaſons, _ . 5 
I. Becauſe God's end, in beſtowing ſpiritual gifts 
upon men, is for the publick good and benefit of the 
church, 1 Cor. xii. 7. But the manifeſtation of the ſpirit 
given to every man 10 profit withal, If thoſe men as 
are endowed with ſuch gifts don't 2 them for the 
qublick good of the church, they don't anſwer God's 
ed in beſtowing them. ; | 2 
obj. Thoſe that are endowed with ſpiritual gifts 
may uſe them in their families, but not by preach- 
ing public 


to uſe their gifts in their e but that cannot 
excuſe them from a ſin of omiſſion, if they don't 
uſe them alſo for the public good and benefit of others, 
Iz. the church, 1 Et. iv. 10. As every man hath 


ther, as good-ſtewards of the manifold grace of God. 
2, fe SOIT 6.9 and 4915 _ Bog or 
ſent of God to preach publickly. He never calls or 
lends any, before he qualifies them for ſuch a 
ork and office: And none can be qualified, be- 
lore they are endowed with ſpiritual gifts and abi- 
ties; he will ſay of thoſe that are not fo qualifi- 
d, I ſent them not, Jer. xiv. 14. 3 
3. Becauſe ſuch men, only as are endowed with 


to give to every one their portion. All others 
hay, and I fear do pervert the ſcripture, to their 
wn and others deſtruction, but they cannot rightly 
xplain nor apply the ſcriptures, 15 as to give milk 
ropheſy aright out of the little book, before he 
ats It, Rev. x. IO, 11. | 
4. Becauſe Chriſt has promiſed his preſence and 
ing only to ſuch as he has qualified and call- 
to labour in his vineyard, Mat. xxviii. 19. 20. 
ut he has not 2 it to all that take up- 

| 2 | mined ON 


, 


%. ' | 
Anſw. No doubt, thoſe that have families ought 


received the #7 even ſo miniſter the ſame one to ano 


piritual gifts, can divide the word of truth aright, ſo 


babes, and meat to men, x Cor. iii. 2. No man can 
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on them that office, but denounced ſey 
againſt all idle ſhepherds and blind gnides, Pack 1115 
2, 10. Zech. xi. 17. Matth. xxit. 16. Moe unto 4 | 
_ blind guides, &c. All thoſe miniſters, that are 50 8. 
dowed with ſpiritual gifts or a ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing of the ſcriptures, are under ſpiritual blindneſs 
and, as ſuch are, blind guides, let them bear whar 
name or character they will, or ſucceed, or he cr. 
gained, by whom they will. I am very ſenſible 
this will found as harſh in the ears of ſome of 
the academick men, as what Chriſt {aid did in the 
ears of the Scribes and Phariſees, John viii. 39. Such 
generally think as the Phariſees did, that they are the 
only ſeeing or knowing men. Can it be ſuppoſed that 
Chiift has promiſed his preſence with thoſe mi- 
niſters that preach according to this author's prin- 
ciples, viz. That there is no other covenanting with God 
neceſſary than by being baptized in infancy : And that 
there is no other converſion neceſſary than from judaiſu 
and infidelity to the chriſtian religion: And that by bay 
4 ons are made not only members of the viſblt 
burch which is a {agony but alſo members of Chrif 
and children of God: and as ſome ſay, inberiters of the 
kingdom L heaven, I hope what I have ſaid may be 
1 fatisfactory anſwer or proof that all thoſe who 
are endowed with ſuch ſpiritual gifts and abilities 
as to be both able and apt to teach others, my 
and ouphr to preach publickly, tho' they have not hal 
fuch an education as before ſpecifted. I own 2 
good education very neceſſary and uſeful for my 
nifters eſpecially, provided God is pleaſed to ei- 
due them with ſpiritual gifts or a ſpiritual undet- 
ſtanding of the ſcriptures. But without that, tha 
miniſters that have the greateſt degree of hum 
EK uſe it rather, to oppoſe than promore Chrilli 
piritual kingdom and intereſt in the world, # 
ſhall prove in dts proper place. I proceed to 
fwer Mr. Cawdwell's queſtions which are very 
e — 


* : 


be People. 


* 


means à place or places of worſhip which many 


men, ſuch as maſons and' carpenters, may 

ſuch churches. But if he means a geſpel church or 
churches, either organized or not organized, nei- 
ther laymen nor miniſters can ſo much as make 
or fit proper materials for ſuch a church. That 
z the work of God the Father Son and Spirit, 
1 Thefſ. v. 23. Eph. v. 26. and 2. 10. Fr we are bis 
workmanſhip created in Chriſt Feſas unto good works, &c. 
| will put the queſtion in other words according; 
to his meaning, as near as I can, x. 
Whether a ſufficient anmber of converted per- 
ſons, or ſuch as appear to be fo, may not by 2 
mutual confent join themſelves into a church, ſo 
s to be capable of chooſing their own. paſtor and 
ther officers, according to that order that . was 
ſettled in the church dy the apoſtles according to 
he will of Chrift, He chat affirms they way nor, 
dught 20 prove it. I fall not only conſider the proof 
1s author has made viz. chat they may not; but 
hall alfo alſo prove that they may. In 
will ſhew according to that order that was ſet- 
rd m the church, that ic is the-andoubred right 
nd duty of a fofficient number of chriſtians to 
In themfelves by mutual confent into a church, 
mere there is none fertled, or none that act, ac- 
ordeng to that order, and alfo to chooſe their own 
ator, and other offers. 
, To confider the proof this author has made, 
mt 2 ſuffcient number of converted perſons, or 
ach as appear to be To may not form themſebves 


zritant, which met at 
, was a ſociery formed by the mutual conſent 
greement of the members of it. But the church 
Trae did not make themfelves a church by 
tual confent,” It is impoſſible in the nature 
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of, Whether laymen may make churches? If he 
out of cuſtom or ignorance call charches „ 


ing winch 


o a church. He fays, v. 5. The church of the 
her temple at mount Gera 


of 
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1 The Rightr and Libertic 
of the thing, for any perſon to become a me 
pergof any ſociety or body corporate either 7 5 
-£20us or civil without a mutual conſent. All tho: : 
that were taken into the Fewiſh church that we f 
775 | 7 Re" 3 . | - | 
not of Abrabum's Family but were hired ſervants 9 
Sought with money, were not forced againſt thei 
'£balent to be circumciſed, Gen. xvii. 27. If he had 
——— what he ſuggeſts in p. 13. That the apoſtle, 
Aettled goſpel churches to include not only whole 
pariſhes but nations, as the church did the nation of 
che Fews. And alſo that there is no other quali 
fication neceſſary for admiſſion into a goſpel church 
than to be baptized at eight days old or in in: 
fancy yet it will not prove what he brings it for; 
" wiz.” That miniſters only have power to ſettle church 8 
and alſo appoint or chooſe a miniſter for them, 1 
well as ordain thghe. | | 
I. Becauſe the prieſthood was ſettled by God; and 
and the prieſts had no power to chooſe or appoint 
their ſucceſſors, neither: had the people any right 
or power to do that: Yet as the Jes were a po- 
Aitical as well as a religious body, and, as ſuch, the 
people had both right and power to choole their 
civil magiſtrates, and rulers, as in Deut. xvi. 18. . 
and xvii. 14, 15. If the people in the church or m 
tion of Tae! were allowed to chooſe their king aul 
other interior rulers, then, ſurely, it is an argument 
to prove that it is the undoubted right of the pe 
ple to chooſe their own paſtor and other officers 
\ becauſe the miniſtry was not ſettled by Chriſt a0 
"his apoſtles in any particular tribe or family d 
order of men, as the prieſthood was, but to be cho; 
ſen or elected by the people as is undeniable. I ſhoul 
not, think it ſtrange, if a parochial miniſter ſhoul 
Aay. as this author does in p. 5. * How many ut 
dred, yea thouſands of epiſcopal and presbyteſit 
churches are there which never knew nor bel 
of any covenant by which they. made themen 
churches.” Becauſe they have a peculiar wal 4 
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which perſons are taken into covenant bys proxy: 
This author not wy objects againſt chriſtians join= 
ing by mutual conſent in church- communion, but 
allo againſt their laying themſelves under an obli- 
ation by covenant or promiſe to walk together 
in the order of the goſpel. In his preface he calls 
thoſe that do ſo Brownifts, If it was a duty for 
the people in the church of Jrael voluntarily to 
make or enter into covenant; and alſo commit it 
to writing and ſign or ſeal it; and thereby lay 
themſelves under an obligation to obſerve the laws 
delivered unto them by Moſes, as may be read in 
Neb. ix. 38. and x. 29. Then ſurely members of goſ- 
pel churches ought to lay themſelves under the 
greateſt obligations they can to obſerve the laws or 
rules delivered by Chriſt and his apoſtles, Phil. 1. 27. 
Only let your converſations be as becometh the goſpel: of 
Chrif, - Surely, it is more agreeable to that order 
that was ſettled in the church, for the people to 
ſubſcribe ſuch a canon or covenant, than for mi- 
niſters to aſſume ſuch a power as to make new 
canons or rules contrary to the apoſtolick canons, 
and impoſe them on the people to be obſerved, &c. 
He endeavours to prove, from two texts of ſcrip- 
ture in the New Teſtament that goſpel churches were 
not formed by the mutual conſent of the people; the 
firſt is in A&s v. 1 3. And of the reſt durſt no man joyn 
bimſelf, &c. He ſays in E 8. © that is not meant 
of joining themſelves to the church, but to the 
apoſtles. No man, ſays he, durſt join or make 
imſelf equal to them, or pretend to the like pow- 
er in the church which they had, or ſhare with 
hem in it, c. He ſays in P. 9. The words do 
ot ſeem to ſpeak of entering into the church, but 
It pretending to ſuch a power as the apoſtles had. 
Why, ſays he, ſhould any be afraid to hear the apo- 
es, Or receive the ſacrament from them, if they 
"cre approved of, and admitted by them to par- 
ace of it.“ Surely, he forgot what. reaſon 8 oc 
, A 1 
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had at that time either to hear the apoſtles 
but more eſpecially, to join in n 
With them, which was a canon or law that ya, 
made by the rulers of the Fewiſh church, vis 1 
any perſon owned Chriſt to be the true Meſſiah 10 
as to join themſelves to the apofolick or chriſti 
Churches, they ſhould be caſt out of their (nary 
| Hagqgue 
It was this canon or law that made the parents of 
the blind man afraid to own what Chriſt had done 
for their fon in Fob» ix. 22. No doubt, this was one 
reaſon, , why Nicodemas did not, come to Chriſt in 
the day-time, but by night. I verily believe there 
are many in this preſeat age who are in their 
conſcience + convinced and fatisfied , that the 
doctrine preached in many diſſenting churches j 
more agreeable not only to the dodrine contained 
in the Thirty-nine Articles, but alſo to the Holy S 
-Fures : And many are alſo convinced and ſatisfed, 
that their diſcipline Is more agreeable unto the goſpel 
rule and order, and yet they are afraid to join 
themſelves to ſuch churches, though no ſuch canon 
or law is in force now, as there was then. 
The other text is in 2 Cor. viii. 5. They firſt gan 
themſelves to the Lord, and to us by the will of God: He 
ſays in B. II. They did not give themſelves to the 
church, but to the apoſtles, ;. e. they firſt gait 
themſelves to God, as they did at their baptiſm; 
and then to us, . e. their miniſters by the will d 
God. If the place abovementioned, ſays he, ſpealy 
of a covenant of lay-men; it was a Covenant mad 
with their miniſters, by which they gave rhemlelve 
to them, which, ſurely, imports an engagement! 
be ſubje& to them and ruled by them. If a pe- 
ſon, ſays he, enters into a family, no covenul 
with the members is implied, but only with dt 
vernors; and ſo it is as to all other ſocleties 
urely Mr. Cawdwell miſtakes not only the text, W 
the caſe too, The covenant that is made beter 
a maſter and a ſervant is, that the maſter ſhall 10 


— 


ſuch wages, and the ſervant perform ſuch ſervice 
my agree upon, or coyenant for. I am very 
{:niible "moſt miniſters are for making ſuch a coye- 
nant with their people. And if ſo, then conſe- 
quently miniſters ought not to be, as this author 
would have them, as Jord. or maſters, but as ſeryants 


rd. over, the chur ch, 2 Cor. iv. Fe Acts Xvi. Zo The 
apoſtles did not fay to the people, you laymen, 
hut brethren look you out ſeven men, &c. Ads vi. 3. 


corporate, the chief magiſtrate cannot take in, or 
Amit, any man as a member of that body without 
he free choice, or conſent, of the whole body or 
he major part of it. And if it ſhould not be 1 
religious ſocieties, it would be yery prepoſterous 


communion of ſaints; for where there is not an 
zreement, there cannot be communion. I think 


hers: Surely, if he had not been prejudiced in 
our of an opinion, he could not have put "ſich 
ſenſe upon the two texts of ſcripture before 

I proceed to 99 N that a ſufficient number of con- 
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Suk, to that order that was ſettled in the church, by 
mutual conſent join themſelves into a church, in order 10 
joſe or call a man unto the paſtoral, or any office over 


ent number: Some ſay five, others ſay ſever ar 
b. But that they ſhould be ſuch as are con- 
ted, or appear to be ſo, is very evident from 
lat the apoſtle Baal wrote to the church at Co- 
th, >. Ao. Fon CPE TL 
bg. 1. Ut appears from the nature of the thing. 
pw cn any number, or ſociety of chriſtians, 
joſe or call a perſon unto the paſtoral, or oy 

| s other 


Vibe People ohitlcated. 17 


of that church they covenant with. The apoſtles 
loked upon themſelves as ſervants of, and not 


It is very evident in all civil ſocieties, or bodies 


it is in too many; but ſuch. a ſociety cannot be 


may ſay of this author, as he does in E 29. of ſome 


ted perſons, or ſuch as appear to be ſo, may and ought, 


u. I ſhall not determine, how many are a ſuf- 
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other office as a church, before they are a chur;. 


both to the law o 


es, by their own mutual conſent. None will dey 
bu : they were churches before Pau! and Bari 


— —— — 2 AA mg ny” a — — — ——— — —ͤ—ũ—Ʒ—ͤÿẽ—— — — — 


1. That Paul and Barnabas were travelling (ral 


long together in any place, as in Ad, xiv. 


Or, how ca n they be a church, but by a mutual c. 
ent: It is not agreeable to the law of. God, or the eb 
Jaw uf nature, or the laws of the land, to force ür 


any perſon to join himſelf to any ſociety or bod 

corporate, either civil or religious, I own hed 

Was a law. made to compel perſons of ſuch an age 

and alſo with ſuch a church or community to 10 

ceive the Lord's eee ; yet ſuch a law is contrary 
te God and nature. 

* Arg. 2. It appears alſo from the practice of the 


Þ 
* * 


apoſtles and dijciples in gathering and planting the 
rn chriſtian churches in the world. We read in 
Add, xiv. 23. That Paul and Barnabas ordained elder 
in every church: But how came they to be, 9 
who formed. them into churches ? Suppoſe Paul ant 
Barnabas had preached in all thoſe countries when 
they ordained elders: Nay, ſuppoſe they were thi 
only inſtruments of their converſion ;* yet, it cat 
not be ſuppoſed, that they formed them int 
churches by, any commanaing power or author ity, the 
conſequently rhey muſt form themſelves into churd 


preached in all thoſe countries, and conſequent 
could not be the only inſtruments of their cone 
ſion, This will appear if we conſider, 


one country to another, and did nor itay to pred 
2. We read in Adds vii. &c. That there aroſe ag 
perſecution, upon which the church was ſcatten 
abroad throughout the regions of Fudea and Sins 
except the apoſtles, as in ver. 1. It cannot bel 
poſed, that the apoſtles only preached in ti 
countries, "becauſe it is ſaid, they ſtayed at. 
ſalem. But it is ſaid, v. 4. That they, . 
church or diſciples, that were ſcattered into n 
countries, went evyery-where to preach the“ 


11. 
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of the People vindicated. 19 
And God owned and bleſſed their labours, for the 
converſion of many, as in ver. 6, 7, We may well 
ſuppoſe, that thoſe elders ordained by Paul and Bar- 


od had made inſtrumental for che converſion of 


FE 
0b. 1. That they were not ordained miniſters, be- 


ter that time, but the ſeven deacons, Ad, vi. 


ted at any publick ſchools, ſuch as the ſchools of 


ow the Chri/t7zns, to keep publick ſchools, to train 
them to preach publickly. 


D. 3. That thoſe ſcattered diſciples were not ſent, 
recommended, by the apoſtles, to any particular 


e ſent by a peculiar hand of Providence. 


eſſors in. the ſenſe Mr. Cawdwel, and many 
rs, would make their people believe, wiz. 10 
only as are ordained by impoſition V hands in a ſuc- 


with them, I hope, what I have ſaid, is ſuffi- 
to prove, that a ſufficient number of convert- 


=.” ſelve 


has were ſome of thoſe ſcatiered diſciples, which 


hoſe churches, Which might be the greateſt in- 
Iucement for thoſe churches to chooſe, or call, 
tem unto the paſtoral office. From the preaching 
# theſe ſcattered diſciples, we may obſerve theſe 


uſe we read of no officers being ordained till 
0b. 2. That thoſe e diſciples were not edu- 
dophets, as Mr. Cawdwell imagined, becauſe they 
ere members of the church at Jeruſalem. It can- 
t be rationally ſuppoſed, that the Fews would 


nen for ole: — eli they would not ſuf- 


ch or churches: Becauſe there were no church- 
in thoſe countries they went into, until they 
| preached unto them, and by the bleſſing of 
d made inſtrumental for their converſion, but 


, 4. That the preſence and blefling of Chriſt ? 
not, nor is limited only to the apoſtles and their 


e way : Becauſe thoſe ſcattered diſciples were not 
rdained, and yet had the preſence and „e of 


rſons; or ſuch as appear, at leaſt, to be ſo, 
and ought,” by a mutual conſent, join them 


-— a” * * 
. 


128 6 
. 7 wore 7 : ; 9+, W f . PAY , 
© 4 . ‚ COS 3 Ne Fa 
* X . 5 p . * N 3 k N a 
. „ N 5 * 7 1 j | ? * 
* * 3 * N 4 85 * : CY i 
C 1.44 * * : 4 0 * 
* , v3 * 4 
| | T a a e 7 
* * g — . * ? w F *. 0 
— 4 5 £ * 5 1 ty 1 . % 4 
*. ü a » * * a 8 _ S 7 3 # 4 „ 1 * | 9 5 
55 4 4 ; * 
* 
N - 


ſelves into a church in order to chooſe, or call 
Berſon unto the paſtoral, or any other office in 
the church: By doing which they become churches 
N bur not before. 3 
at there u a power in ſome to form new churche 
where there are none is undeniable, and alſo to chooſe ö 
miniſtry in them. But in whom this power is lodg.Wifſcled: 
ed, is what, I ſhall endeavour to prove from the 
| Pratilice of the apoſtles, and alſo thoſe churches which cur. 
were formed and ſettled in their time: And like- 
wile, from the practice of the primitive churches, for Ide e 
ſeveral ages, after the apoſtles time. | 
I. It will appear to be the undoubted right 0 
the people, or, a particular church, formed as be- 
fore ſpecified, to chooſe their own paſtor and o- 
ther officers, from the practice of the apoſtles, and 
the firſt churches, which were ſettled, or formed, fer, 
rr 
The firſt election we read of, is in 46: i. I poſt 
Matthias in the room of Judas. When the apoltle 
with the diſciples were met together, and had ſpent b c 
ſome time in prayer, Peer ſtood up in the midſt af 
the diſciples, which were about an hundred and 
twenty: And ſaid, v. 21, 22. Wherefore of theſe menwhich 
have companied with us, all the time that the Lord Jaa 
Went in and out among us; * one be ordained to bt 
witneſs with us of bu reſurrection. And they, Viz. tit 
diſciples, appointed two, Foſeph called Barnaba and 
Matthias. 1 is very plain and evident, that the tuo e 
were choſen, or appointed, by the diſciples, witci 
were 120, and not by the apoſtles only, as Mr. Cave 
well ſays, in p. 43. * That Prrer ſpake not to tt 
120 3 but to the other apoſtles, who welt 
eminently called diſciples, he ſays, p. 45 That 
the two, vis. Taſeps and Marthias were choſen bf 
the apoſtles. And they, i. e. the apoſtles ſet tuo, Kc, 
If Peer had meant the apofles when he faid 4 
ples, as this author imagines he did, he would mh 
nave ſaid they, J. e. the apoſtles were an nun 4 


400 


nd twenty, becauſe he knew the apoſtles were but 
ten, beſides himſelf ; therefore I hope it will ap- 
pear to all Who are not pre udiced in favour of 
un opinion, that the two, wiz. Foſeph and Matthias 
were choſen, or appointed, by the hundred and 
twenty diſciples, and not apoltles only. From this 


0b. 1. That what the apoſtles did, and alſo the 
church, or diſciples, in chooſing this apoſtle, ought 
to be obſerved by all churches and miniſters | to 
the end of the world, wiz. to join together in prayer, 
t God, for his direction in chooſing a per ſon unto the pa- 
foral office, becauſe he only knows the hearts of all 
men, and alſo who he has qualified for, and will 
own and bleſs in that work and office. b 
0b[.2. As this perſon was to be an extraordinar 
rer, ſo there was an extraordinary providence in di- 
fecting the lot, which of the two ſhould be the 
apoſtle. Therefore we don't read that ordinary of- 
icers, or elders were chooſe after that manner, wiz. 
y caſting lots. 5 
The next election we read of, in the apo- 
les time, is in Ads vi. when the number of the 
liſciples were multiplied. Then the twelve, i. e. a 
Wes, called the multitude unto them, and ſaid, it not 
toſon, that we ſhould leave the word of God, and ſerve 
ables, Wherefore, brethren, look you out among yourſelves 
even men of honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and 
dom, whom we may appoint over this buſineſs, And 
he ſaying pleaſed the | whole multitude, And they, i. e. 
he multitude chooſe, &c. Mr. Cawdwell owns, that this 
tion was only by the people, From this elec- 
won we may obſerve, oh 
O. 1. That the apoſtles did not appoint any 
Wmber of men for the multitude to BEE ſeven 
feacons out of. They were allowed the liber 


Þ chooſe. out of the Whole multitude of the diſ- 


ples. 


Obſ. 2. 


Vibe People vindicated. 21. 


ection we may obſerve theſe following things. 
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chat a miniſter, who never heard a man preacty 


tioned canon or rule. But a church to whom he 


4 O00 7 7 ARES ITED WO ng ts STEELS $9 


was given by the apoſtles, às to the neceſſary qua. 
Iſo, the office ought to 


make 
or ſig 
dain 1 
famen; 
poſition 
but m. 
1s not 


dy of filthy Iucre. Holding the myſtery of faith in a pun tho” t 
conſcience, &c. v. 10. And let theje 5. firſt proved, &c, rance 
If particular churches ſhould not chooſe a mn Ih. 
unto the office of a deacon, before he is tryed and thus, 
approved of, then ſurely, no church ought to chooſe . 
any man to the paſtoral office, before he is firlt MP", wor 
tryed or proved, and aifo approved of, by this pl 11 

We 0 


5 68. „ That the canons or rules, to ſhew hoy 98, 1 
ſhops or elders mult be qualified, are given (0 iny h 
elders, to:ſhew what perſons they ſhould chooſe V4 
and not to churches.” It is ver evident, that led, 

rule or direction given by all the apoſtles in 4% e 


nor, perhaps, never ſaw him, till he comes to 
ordination, know Whether he is apt to teach, and 
in all reſpects qualified according to the foremel 


has preached” and alſo liel | amongſt for fm 
time, may know, whether he is apt to teach, al 
can rule his own houſe well. 1 


The 


The next election we read of is in Adds xiv. 23. 
wen Fa TH RP : ITE ; '& 3 Fi ; 

nd when.\tbey. bad ordained them elders in every church, 
and had e [als 1 commended them to the 


Ind an whom they, believed. It may be necellary to 
enquire, . what the Inge Luke, meant by the 
word ordain, or ordained; becauſe many miniſters 
make their people believe, that the word means, 
or. ſignifies, impoſition of hands : Tho* the word or- 
lin is never made uſe. of, in the Old or New Ze- 
fament, to ſignify 1 8 F hands, neither does im- 
tion of hands ever i ordination. I queſtion not 
but moſt of che learned know very well, that that 
b not the meaning of the word in the original, 
tho” they are pleaſed to impoſe upon the igno- 
rance of their people. Mr. Cawdwell owns in p. 47. 
* That Beza and ſeVeral others tranſlate the words 
thus. And when they had by vote, made, or cho- 
ſen, or ordained elders for them in every church.“ 
It would be endleſs, if not needleſs, to mention 
all the authors to the ſame effect, yet Mr. Cawd- 
wel to vindicate miniſters ſupremacy over. churches, 
ys, in p. 49.. There is no proof that there were 
any holding up of hands, nor that, there was 
hy voting at all. The Greek word is very rarely 
Iled, to ſignify chooſing by the votes of others, 
ommonly, . ſays. he, it is ſpoken of thoſe that 
oted, and then the elders in every church were 
hoſen by Faul and Barnabas. It is very probable, 
hat Faul nor Barnabas, never knew, nor ſaw ſome 
f thoſe elders untill they came to their ordination. 
[ter Mr. Cawdwel had ſaid what he could to ex- 
lain the word in his ſenſe, he ſays, 5p. 54, 55. 
That the apoſtles ordained elders is very plain 
| the text. But as to the people chooling, as 
ere is nothing for it, ſo there is nothing againit 

We have no proof ſays he, of ſuch churches 
Fe algne bur it they might in proper ſpcak- 
g be ſaid to chooſe, it was in concurrence with, 
d under the guidance of ordained elders, but, 
l | lays 
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| ſelves. What has one church to do, 


well has happened to be in the rlg 


Church, as it would be for any fer or ſynod o 


. of every particular church, to chooſe their own 


tice o 


Feruſalem ſent Barnabas to a church at Artioc d 


forth Barnabas that he ſhould go as far as Anti) 


18, 19. of a brother who was choſen by re 


Libertie. 


toys he, they may *not chooſe for any, but them. 
1 ſays he, & 
k Mr. Caud- 
by pi | in right as to thi 
whatever his other notions are. I any church 
Thould take upon them ſuch a power ; it would he 
as contrary to that order that was ſettled in the 


chooſe miniſters for others, &c.” I thin 


miniſters to take upon them ſuch a power, as too 
many do, tho* they do in word allow it to be the 
undoubted:'right of every church to chooſe their 
own paſtor. And tho“ all, or moſt diffenting n- 
niſters own in word; that it is the undoubted right 


paſtor, as well as other officers ; yet, many deny 
that a particular church has any right or power to 
recommend or ſend a perſon to preach by wy 
of tryal, to any church, whom they have t 
ed or proved by hearing him preach: And d 
alſo approve of his gifts and abilities for the mi 
niſtry. I think the beſt way to know or prone 
that particular churches have ſuch a right of 
power, will be to. enquire, What was the pra 
f the apoſtles, and alfs "the churches in char 
„ ES 
. We read in Ad, xi. 22, 23. that the church 


reach to them, and they, viz. the church, {eat 


who when he came, exborted them all that with ps 
poſe of beart, they would cleave to the Lord, and mud 
eople at added to the Lord by bis preaching, J. 
It is ſaid in wer. 26. that Barnabas preached i 
whole year at Amioch, we read in 2 Gr. 
churches, and alſo ſent with Titus who, it 15 1% 


was well approved of by vbe churches. It there 
been ſchools to train up men for the mini 
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las Me, Cawdwell ſays, there were, ſurely we ſhoude 
read of them in the New Teſtament: And alſo of 1 


m perſons being ſent or recommended from them. N 
thi 2. As particular churches did recommend ſuch 0 
arch they judged qualified, to other churches, ſo they * 

d be re commanded to prove and ry perſons, by the 130 


dorine they preach, as well as by their conrer- 
tions, in 1 John v. I. Believe not every ſpirit ; but [4 


sog the ſpirits 20hether they be of God. Bccauſe many We 
e the e prophets are gone out into the world, By ſpirits 
ther de meant doctrines, and by prophets, miniſters, N 
W briſt directs his diſciples to prove or try them by 5 
rig eir lives and converſations, Matth. vii. if, 16, He 7 
ou lo commends the churches of Epbeſus for uſing 1 
dec ch a power, viz, for trying and proving falſe mi- py. 
er tolfWilters from true ones, Rev. ii. 2. FR | WS 
wil ; The apoſtles did not appoint. any pub/ick meet- 1 
gor ſynod of miniſters to conſider of or deter- 0 


une any differences that did ariſe in any particular ol 
durch, but by the deſire and conſent of that church __— 
here it was. When there was a difference aroſe 74 


rove {EY 
or the church at Antioch about thoſe that preached Fiat 
pra, the neceſſiry of circumciſion in order to ſalvation, 40 
the Paul and Barnabas were very much diſſatisfied 1 

out it; yet they did not go to the church at oY 
rch t4/2/em, without the defire and conſent of the * 
þ arch, as in Act, xv. 2. And they, i. e. the church, * 
(ent er ined to ſend Paul and Barnabas, and certain others We 
nuch em, unto the church at Jeruſalem, v. 3. And being Fl 
e on their way by the church, i. e. by ſome of the 1 
i et members of the church, hey paſſed on their Way to 1 
v. 1 %em. And as they were ſent by or from the 1 
hed L rch of Antioch, ſo they were ſent to the church at 7 8 
„ M uſalem, to lay tbeir caſe before that church, with the . 
u and elders of it. v. 4. And when they were 3s 
me to Feruſalem, they were received of the church, Wet 
e hof the apoſtles and elders. And they, with the 4} 


urch or principal part of it, came together to 
der the caſe; and after much diſputing about 
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it, ſome for and others againſt, the neceſſity gf 
circumciſion, as appears 775 What e 4 
V. 7. O0, 12. Mr. Cawdwell ſays, © That dif a 
was not. before the church, but only th lle 
3485 ne en en y the apoltles 
elders, tho” it is ſaid, v. 13. That all the mul 
_ tude kept ſilence, but by multitude, he ſays 
"the word ins. the Creek n 12 ag cc 
N ſignifies fulneſs, and does no 
always ſpeak of a great number. But whether h 
interpretation of the word multitude, be right, I lea 
to thoſe who are learned to judge. It is {aid, th 
the multitude, gave audience, and after Paul and BY 
nabas had ſpoken their thoughts of the matter, Jan 
. anſwered them, and gave 4x opinion from 3. 
#0 22. Which was agrecable to what Peter and t | 
others, viz. Barnabas and Faul had ſaid, That ani 
ſervance of the ceremonial law ſhould not be impiſei 
. the Gentiles as neceſſary to ſalvation. What Tame pt 
poſed to be ſent as an anſwer to the church 
Antioch, was very agreeable to the apoſtles and 
ders, and the whole church, as in 9. 22. and the 
(i. e. the church,) with the conſent and approbatl 
of the apoſtles, and elders, ſent choſen me 
their own company, Viz. Members well approvtl 
that church, with Paul and Barnabas, to the chi 
at Antioch with their opinion of the cale in 
ing and it was wrote in the names of the i 
ſtles, elders and brethrrn, as in v. 23, © 
and when they came to Antioch they garhered, 
cauſed to be gathered, the whole church, or thef 
cipal part of it, before they delivered their | 
ſtle, as v. 30. From the inſtances I have me 
eds, we may draw theſe inferences or cond 
following. Si ef 
_ - Condl. 1. If by ordaining elders in "7 church, Lule 
. Chooſing by votes or ſuffrages of the people ; hel 
may conclude, that every paſtor or my 1 
is 10 choſen; is an ordained miniſter, and 00! 
. be eſteemed as ſuch according to that ore 
Was ſettled in the chufch. 9 0 


* 


Concl, 2. We may alſo conclude, that it is a very 
great impoſition upon particular churches to allow 10 
man to be an ordained miniſter, unleſs he is ſer 


call themſelves presbyrers, and that by that adored 
remony of Impoſition of Hands. I think, I may ſay 


© nifters ſhould have it in their power to keep 
one from being of the number of the minitters 


ther Perſon, that was never deſigned by God 
for that office. And is plain by his not being 


being diſpoſed in ſuch a manner as to be any 
way likely to prove a credit to it. Theſe are 
ſuch groſs abſurdities that it is really an ama- 
zing thing they ſhould ever be admitted by men 


eceſſary, many inſtances to prove that a ſet of 
ſenting presbyters have ordained ſuch men as 
ve been a diſcredit to religion, as well as to the 
muIry: BT ISS: ns 
Concl. + If particular churches, in the apoſtles 
me, did take upon them ſuch a Power as to ſend, 


reach by way of tryal, as they had tryed and ap- 
oved of; then we may conclude that thoſe church- 
that have reſigned that right and power wholly 
miniſters, or any particular ſet or ſynod of them, 
} appoint or chuſe who ought and who ought 
it to preach, as candidates, to particular churches, 
e fallen from that order that was ſettled in the 
＋ * by the apoſtles according to the will of 
oval briſt, „„ 5 4 


ord! | | E 2 Conc J. | 


b * His Spreon preaghed at Aan, « AED 


wart by ſuch à ſet of miniſters as are pleaſed to 


f ſuch miniſters, as Dr. Calamy ſays of ſome Bi- 
hops, © Tis unaccountable that ſuch a fet'of mi- 


of Jeſus Chriſt, who is endowed by the ſpirit 
with excellent miniſterial gifts and graces, tho? 
he devotes himſelf to that ſervice, or that they 
mould have power to make a miniſter of ano- 


furniſhed with any ſuirable abilities for it, or not 


of common ſenſe,” I could mention, was it 


recommend ſuch perſons, unto other churches to 
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Conch, 4. I the people or churches were command. Kntin 
ed to try and prove. miniſters, both by their doc- . 1 
* | oy 


% 


trine and converſation ; then we may conclude, tha 2.1 
every particular church has ſuch a power. It can. Fr 
| lauch a power. particu 

t be- ſuppoſed, that churches would be command- I power: 

ed to do that Which they have no right or pow- apoſtle 
er to de; nay, which would have. been their in Ml * 31te 
it they; had no right or; power to do it. 1 8 deſert 
z Conch: 5, If Chriſt has commended churches not Fri 
only for frying and proving. miniſters by their do- ſitio! 
trine and cofwerſations, but alſo for rejecting thoſe of t. 
who wgre bereradox in jüdgment or immoral in theirs deni 
lives; then We may conclude, that thoſe churches , to a 
that receive all as true miniſters of Ke becauſe “ they 
* their 


they are ordained by impoſition: of hands, tho' never 
O erroneous in their doctrine, and immoral in their e in a 
Uves; are fallen from that order that was ſettled ® ſclen 
12 the church by the apoſtles, according to the procee. 
J ̃ ͤu! oh, 1 

Concl. &. If the apoſtles did not appoint any pub- what 
Lek meeting or {ſynod of miniſters to conſider of, epi 
or determine 570 ifference that did ariſe in any 
particular church, but by the deſire and conſent “ more 
of that church; then we may conclude, if mini-. on: 
ſters do appoint any publick meeting or ſynod od d. 
miniſters to conſider and determine any difference WWF Cypr;, 
that does or may ariſe in any particular church, witi- Wi 
out the deſire or conſent of that church; then we maj 
conclude that ſuch a ſynod of miniſters do break u peop 
upon that order that was ſettled in the church. ing 
And ſuppoſe any ſet of miniſters ſhould male 
rules to exclude all church members from ſuch . rurion 


/ 


nods when matters of differences are debated, x: * 
cept ſuch as they are pleaſed to call ordained m peop 
nitters, or ſych as they intend to make ſo, we mj , right. 
conclude, that would be acting like Jord, and a Bl chem 


ſtewards, over God's heritage, contrary to 2 pan 
prchibition, 1 Fer. v. 3, Cc, That a ſynod 1 by 
OGG | ſe 


debe People vindicated. 29 


- Entin, presbyters have made ſuch a rule or or- 
o- & 1 hall ſhew in its proper place. 15 5 


het 2. To mention ſome inſtances to prove, that 


an- particular churches Were allowed ſuch a right and 

ad- power, as before ſpecified for ſeveral ages, after the 
w- Wl ip oftles time, Says one, TwWO ſpaniſh biſnops Mar 
in, “ nale and Baſilides, who for their apoſtacy were 
& deſerted by their pariſhes, who elected Felix and 
not Fabianu biſhops in their ftead, after which depo- 
lo- fition Martiales and Baſilides claimed the exerciſe 
oſe I of their epiſcopal authority, but their pariſhes 
heir “ denied it to them. And that they might not ſeem 
ches “ to act by a power that did not belong unto them, 
auſe “ they fent to feveral biſhops in Afrira, to know 
ever “ their judgment thereupon, who were convened 
heir “ in a ſynod, Anno 228, whereof Cyprian was pre- 
led “ ſdent. He ' commended and approved of cheit 
the proceeding as plainly appears by the anſwer he 
Wrote to the two churches I will tranſcribe 
pal it * Dr. Owen obſerves from his anſwer, or 
T Ol, epi 1 N 5 f e | 

am | 55 e Says he, it was not a ſingle epiſtle of his own 
nent N more ordinary occaſions, but a determination up- 
nini on a weighty queſtion made by a ſynod of biſhops 
od oF" or elders, in whoſe names, as well as that of 
rence WF Cyprian's, it was writen and ſent unto the churches, 
with who craved their advicgce. 

ma * 2d, He doth not only aſſert the right of the 
k people in choofing worthy biſhops and in reject- 
urch, FF ing thoſe that are unworthy. But alſo induſtri- 
make E ouſly proves it to be their 759hr by divine infti- 
chen and appointment. Rags 

, e-: 34% He, i. e. Cyprian declares it to be the ſe of the 


dm. people, if they neglect the uſe and exerciſe of their 


m4) right and power, in rejecting and withdrawing 
dn themfelves from the communion of unworthy 
plan e biſhops and paſtors, and chooſing others in 
f di RSS 27 Toq 510 15 28 T9450 
ning F 4tbhy 
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be part of the laity, or deputed laymen.” I hope, 


there are none, and alſo to ſettle a miniſtry in 
TT tow ©; 


" miniſters for them you allow them, no power at al. 
nabas had, and: ought to uſe it as they did, vis 


church to [deſire their advice and aſſiſtance in ſo 


viſed by them, as they ought, in caſe they {he 
| 5 cauſe or reaſon for What they object, the 


in cafe they do approve of the perſon they m 
and ought to aſſiſt in ſetting him apart to tid 
office, after he is choſen, as Paul and Barnaband 
Dix. By prayer and faſting. Thoſe that will affum 
that neighbouring miniſters or elders have 253 


Ip * 4 
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* "4thly, He affirms,” That this was the ice. 
not only of the churches in 3 Pr 
< of the - provinces in the empire, ſays Calvin, in 
* 'chooſing. biſhops the people had their liberty lon 
© preſerved, : that none ſhould be thruſt in Ke 
4 Was not accepted of all. This was forbidden ſays 
he, at a council at Antioch. f Says one, at the great 
F© council or ſynod held at Carthage, Anno 258, there 
were preſent 87 biſhops, presbyters, deacons and 


What I have ſaid is a ſufficient anſwer to Mr. Caud- 
twell's firſt, and part of his laſt; queſtion, viz. In 
whom is the power to form Churches, where 


0j. But ſome may ſay, If miniſters are not al- 
lowed ſuch a power over churches, as to ordain 


Anſw. Neighbouring miniſters or . elders have the 
fame power in ordaining elde:s as Paul and Ban 


'To be preſent at the ordination of a perſon to a particulan 
- church. It is alſo both the duty and intereſt ot 1 


weighty and momentous an affair, In caſe they 
5. e. the neighbouring elders, do not approve of tie 
perſon, and think him not qualified for the pate 
ral office. Then they may and ought to give tel 
-reaſons; and in caſe that church will not be 


ave no commanding power over any church. 


ö s | 
ter power in or over a particular church . 


1 An enquiry into che Conltiturion aud Diſcyline of primitite Chir 
| ks 


prove it. * Says one, miniſters make not a church; 


1 nor are they or their power requiſite to the firſt ga- 
0 thering of it. The miniſters or church governors 
15 hare not this power of caſting us into churches, 


and diſpoſing us herein: So far as they had a hand 
in begetting usz ſo far they may haye a hand in 
ic, that is, by directing us to it, and exhorting us 
unto it; but the power is in - ourſelves immedi- 
ately, and there is this reaſon why the power of 
gathering churches is not dependent on them, be- 
cauſe they are to be ſet in churches, 1 Cor. xii. 28. 


4 Aﬀs xiv. 23. There were churches gathered, before 
1 elders were made in them, G oo. - 

I proceed to anſwer Mr. Caudwell's ſecond queſtion, 
*. Whether laymen have power to rule or govern 
aid churches, when they are made or conſtituted? 


Before I anſwer his queſtion, I will, put it in other 


1 words as near as I can to his meaning, Whether 
Bar- fe keys, with reſpect to church diſcipline, were given 
„ unto the church including the apoſtles, or the apoſtles on- 
%? He ſays they were given to the apoſtles only; 
if a hich he endeayours to prove from Marth, xvi. 19. 
1 0 and xvu1. 18. and 2 Cor. 11, 5. I will firſt conſider 
be dhe proof he has made, and then anſwer the que- 
tte ſtion, Mattb. xvi. 19. And I will give thee the keys of 
toi e Kingdom of heaven, in p. 18. He ſays the words 
heir * are figurative, and they are a promiſe of ſome 


* fayour, honour or privilege which he would be- 
„ ftow'on Peter: And by kingdom of heaven, is 
| _ meant the goſpel church, the giving the keys of 

5 this kingdom to Peter, may hgnity that he ſhould 
4 by preaching and baptizing, firſt open the king- 
s dom of heaven to men, and. bring many into 
4 15: And the words taken in this ſenſe, were a 
5 few months aſter fulfilled, when on the day of 

1 Fentecoff, Peter preached a ſermon. by which three 

thouſand Fews were converted and baptized, and 


Linn ee No 
2 Ur, Gudwia of the Government of the Church, ; 


F fo brought into the kingdom of heaven, eie 4 
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be fays he, than to hinder the ſalvation and occz- 


= 7 apoſtles and all 


cc of binding and looſing, i. e. of excommunicaty 


= = PF) "A TT *7 . 
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% % doubt the other apoſtles preached and 
46 tig ed AS well as he; but he was the firſt apo- 
tie, and ſo.the firſt preacher, and baptizer. In 
* p. 20. The Seribes and Phariſees, lays he, are ſaid to 
ſhut the kingdom of heaven againſt men, Mar; 
C. 23. II. They took away, ſays he, the key of 
. knowledge, i. e. they did not truly teach the word 
„ of God, but the traditions and commandments 
c of men. What could they do, that was wore, 


bape 


e ſion the damnation of their countrymen? But 
goſpel miniſters have in al 
e ages opened the kingdom of heaven to men by 
e preaching the goſpel doctrine, and thereby helped 
er many to heaven of all nations. What Mr. Cana. 

well has ſaid from this text, I believe is what Chriſt 
intended by it. It thoſe miniſters that do not 
" preach the goſpel doctrines are ſaid to ſhut the 
- Kingdom of heaven, then thoſe conſequently that 
preach it may be ſaid to open it to men; andno 
doubt Chriſt will ratify in heaven what they de- 
clare according to his will, viz. That thoſe tbat re 
- pert and believe ſhall be ſaved; and thoſe that do ml 
" ſhall be damned. But as for the other two texts, | 
think he is very much miſtaken, Aatib. xviii. 17, 1. 
And F he foal neglect to hear them, viz. o of dt 
- church members, then tell it to the church ; and if it 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as al 
Heatben man and publican ; werily I ſay unto you whit: 
ſoe der ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; 
and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, ſhall be looſes i 
© beaven, Mr. Cawdwell ſays, p. 30. © If we look to the 
& context our Lord gives the apoſtles the pow! 


* 


ct and abſolving. Becauſe Chriſt ſays in v. 19, 5 
two of you ſhall agree on earth touching any thing 4 
They ſhall ask, it ſhall be done 2 them of my F ; 
' which #« in heaven. I think the caſe or ſubjeck 1. 
ter our Lord ſpeaks of in v. 19, 20. 1s ver) 44 


> ES + - 


rent from what he meant in v.17, 18: tho' Mr. Ca»d- 
vell underſtands them to be the ſame, in v. is. 
thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go tell him hs 
fault between bim and thee alone, and if be ſhall hear 


haſt gained thy brother. But if he ſhall not hear thee, 


then take with thee one or two more, that in the 


bliſhed. And if be : ſhall negle& to hear them, then tell 


wich ſuch an offending brother, viz. if they cut 
him off from their communion by excominunica- 
tion, ſo as to be unto the church as a heathen man 
that never joined in amongſt them, he would con- 
firm, i. e. approve of it, or if they ſhould upon his 
epentance receive him again into .their commu- 
ion, he would ratify or confirm it. But in v. 
19, 20, our Lord ſpeaks of divine worſhip; parti- 


ogether, 1. e. to pray unto his Father in his 
ame, depending upon him alone for audi- 
nce and acceptance with God, he has promiſed 
is gracious preſence with them, and alſo an an- 
wer to their prayers. He ſays, p. 32. © That the 
| puniſhment inflicted upon the inceſtuous perſon 
in the church of Corinth, was not done by the 
church, but by the chief rulers only.” Tho' it is 
ud; 2 Cor. ii. 6. Sufficient to ſuch @ man is this puniſh- 
en which was inflicted by many, he ſays, the Greek 
ord may ſignify the chief, I muſt own Mr. Cawd- 
ell has a particular way of interpreting ſome 


koples rights and liberties. I ſhall proceed to an- 
er the queſtion, viz. © . 
Queſt, Whether the keys were delivered to the church 
ding the apoſtles, or to the apoſtles only ? : 
nſw, They were given to the church including 
e apoſtles, the power is not 4 ſeparare but an 

F | united 
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thee, viz, ſo as to own his fault and repent, thou 


mou:h of two or three witneſſes N wotd may be eſta- 


ir to the church, Viz. 'a congregation of faithful men, In 
v. 18. Chriſt promiſes, that what is done by them, 


ularly prayer; and if but two or three meet 


riptures, e pecially thoſe that plainly prove the 


united or joynt power, The one cannot act with 
out the other as to admiffien, excommunicztion 
or re- admiſſion, according to that order that was 
ſettled in the church as before ſpecified 3 
I will explain what I mean by an ed or joint 


” 


power, by a plain compariſon. I think a nüni- 
ſter's power in or over a particular churcb, is equal 
to a judge's power in or over a court of judiciture 
and the peoples or churches power is equal to a jury's? 
As a judge is obliged to act according to the laws, 
as à ſervant under the Ring; {0 a miniſter is obliged to 
act according to that rule or order that was ſettled 
in the church, as a ſervant of Chriſt: As a judge 
cannot condemn a perſon, though guilty, unleſs vr 
before the jury, judge, or find him guilty ; ſo neither 
can a mituſter excommunicate an offending brother, 
525 1 guilty of a fact that deſerves it, before the 
church, Or major part of them, do judge, or find him 
guilty As the jury are the principal judges, whe- 
ther a perſon is guilty, or not guilty, according 
to the evidence given, fo are a church the princt- 
pal judges, whether an offending brother is guil- 
ty, or not guilty, of the crime charged againſt 
him: As a judge has a commanding power to have 
the laws executed in a court of judicature ; ſo alſo 
has a niniſter a commanding power in that church 
be is paſtor of, to have the rules or Jaws of Cori 
obſerved, and thoſe that do not obey ſuch com- 
mands are culpable. As it is a judge's right and 
power to paſs the ſentence of condemnation upon 1 
guilty malefactor after the jury has found him guil- 
iy: So it is a miniſter's right and power to pals len- 
tence of ex communication upon an offending bro- 
ther, after the church has found him gui/ry of ſuch 

a crime as requires it, according to the laws of 
Chriſt. As a judge has no power to make or alter 
the laws, ſo as to inflict what puniſhment he thinks ft: 
So neither can any miniſter or miniſters make any 
gew laws or rules, or alter that rule or order 5 " 


— 


jettled in. the church by the apoſtles according fo the will 
of Chrig, The inceſtuous perſon was not caſt into 
priſon, though. guilty of a very heinous crime, nei- 
ther was he admitted or received into the church, 
upon his paying any ſum Or ſums of money. But on- 
upon his repentance, and the church's ſatisfadtion of 


words of Dr. Owen, That excommunication is an 
& expreſs ordinance of Chriſt in his church is fully 
e declared in ſcripture. 1. The power of it is 
„contained in the authority of it, is given by 
& Chriſt unto the church under the name of the 
„ keys of the kingdom of heaven. 2. It hath a 
direct. inſtitution in Matth. xviii. 15, 16, 17, 18. 
* The inſtance of the apoſtle Faul writing to the 
church at Corinth concerning the inceſtuous per- 
ſon, is an everlaſting rule given unto the church 


lle caſes, requiring an ordinary power for re- 
* let 11 them, without the church cannot be pre- 


joined unto it by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: And 


* edification, to reject ſcandalous offenders out of its 


bower to perform or diſcharge, ſeeing without 
them it cannot be diſcharged, is a wild imagi- 
nation. The execution of this ſentence, ſays he, 


6c | « Hp : 
church, according as they concur and practice 
It is put in execution or ſuſpended: For it is 


c 
1 
(c 


puniſhment muſt be inflicted by the many, who 


n of the church is a mere vllt, 8c.” I hope this, 


* with 


ide People vindicated. 35 


bis repentance. I ſhall conclude this Anſwer with the 


* in all Ages, The ordinary occurrences of the 


K ſerved, That it is the duty of the church en- 
that neceſſary unto its glory, its honour and” 
* communion, is evidently declared in that inſtance. 


wok the inceſtuous perſon. And to fuppoſe that 
to be the duty of the church, which it hath nor 


vis committed unto and reſts i» the body of the 
1 . | by ; | 
they that muſt withdraw communion from them, 
or the ſentence is of no uſe or validity, This 


1 5 allo to reſtore him who is ſo rebuked. Where 
„ re excommunication, ſays he, without the conſent. 
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ith what I haye ſaid, may be a ſatisfactory an. 
wer to the queſtion, viz. Whether the power of 
le keys with teſpect to diſcipline were given to 


| "2 Ie .church- including the apoſtles, or to dhe apo- 
files only. 1 ſhall conſider his third queſtion, 
— 4 Aueſt. z. Whether laymen have power to make mi- 


they belong ro? 

An. Neither laymen nor miniſters, may, nor 
1 Po AR 2g Word, can make one miniſter 
1 jeſus C rift, Becauſe no man can be a mini. 
4 ſer. of Chriſt according to that rule or order that 
= Was ſettled in the church by the apoſtles, accord- 
ing to the will of Chriſt; unleſs he has a twofold 
call, the one internal, the other external. The in- 
tern is from Chriſ# only; but the external is from 


niſters, or to ſettle a miniſtry, in the Congregation 


men. But ſince Mr. Cawdwell has not ſaid any thing 
as to the nature or neceflity of the internal call 
| I Hall refer | what I ſhall ſay of that to the 
dQiſcourſe on this ſubject: But before I anſwer this 
| queſtion I will ftate it in other words as near as 
| I; can to his meaning. For I ſuppoſe he meant 
| PY. the. external call. | 

Wu „Whether the eſſence of the external call 
conjilts in election, or the call of a church, or in 
 Impaſiriou_ of hands ? Mr. Cawdwell and many others 
of the learned ſay, it conſiſts in impoſition of bands, 
others of the learned ſay, it is not an eſſential part 
of ordination but an indifferent and (ſome think) 
an. inſignificant ceremony, becauſe it is uſed without 
che chin ſignified. It is very evident that it was 
inſtituted to be an outward ſign or means whereby 
God was pleaſed to confer ſome extraordinary gift 
the. ſpiri Ad viii. 17. Then laid they their hands 0 
tem, and they received the Holy Ghoſt, v.18. And when 
Simon ſaw that through laying on of the apoſtles 
hands the Holy Ghoſt was given or conferred, he 
deſired he might have the ſame power; perhaps 


he might think it was an honour, as many * 
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do, to have a power to confer a ſomething, - to 
thers, tho' he did not know the nature of theſe 
piſts of the Holy Ghoſt, nor the manner how they 
were copterred, viz. that the apoſtles bands had no 
og. in confering thoſe gifts, then Elijah's 
mantle, Of Moſes's rod in dividing the Red-ſea and 
Fordan, therefore it was as vain for him to think 
that ſuch gifts were conferred by vertue of any 
efficacy in their hands, as it is for any to think the 
#4 do confer any thing by laying on of their 
hands. 8 | (4 
I might mention nfiny inſtances to prove, that 
many minaſters that do allow impoſition of hands 
may be uſed, provided it be looked upon only as 
a declarative ſign of their approbation of "the. perſon elecl. 
ed; but not an eſſential part of ordination or ſet- 
ting him apart unto that office he is choſen or 
called unto. I ſhall mention but two, one at Sr. Mots 
in Huntingtonſhire, Mr. Shelden was ordained by ten 
or twelve miniſters without impoſition..of hands. 
And Mr. Folly at London, if they had judged that 
to be an eſſential part, conſequently theſe ordinati- 
tons had been invalid. I ſhall firſt conſider the 
roof Mr. Cawdwell has made, wviz,.that the eſſence 
of the external call conſiſts in impoſition of hands, 
nd not in election or call of a church. He ſays, 
IN 5. 42. ** Tho” the people have a right to chooſe 
„ Kacons, yet their choice does not give, the eſ- 
ſence of the call.“ It is at moſt, ſays he, but a 
part of it; he does not ſay how great a- part, 
. whether it made them half deacons, or mote, 
rely their election made the ſeven men deacons, 
we, ſuch as were to ſerve tables, or it made them 
, Every one knows it is the majority of 
. that makes a man 2 member of parliament 
I 7 5 that ceremony of proclaiming or chair- 
Y G 2 he ſays, p. 53. The meaning of Paul and 
Feng abas, Kt elders in every church, in Ad. 
. 23. 15, they chooſe or ordained elders in every 
| 9 * church, 


_ 


* - - 4 1 5 \ T2 d 5 ; * 3 — _ = TT — = - 
3 — . e —— — 7 S ⁵⁵ . ⁵˙ — AA Pe — — - 
> ind mY 2 8 — SE 0 + —— - r A by — — — — R er 1e Sy — 4 L f * EP * 
ESSE ST LEST T ” Fe, 32 
22 * A 4 4 — 2 F * 2 - 3% 4 a" s 2 8 -_ _ he, b 
. . 2. — — — La — 7 =” x * — 2 N £4 * x = 2 3 — 
- 2 — > ” 9 lp . «+a . 4 = — *— 2. % we bo "x - : — << * . 


2 


2 
= IRE 


£ 4 1 
ls 
1 
$6334 
1 
4 
. + U 
0 1% 
| 
No. 
' k \ 
1 A 
. 


) "wy 
100 4 
- RS : 4 
e 
enn 
0 
1 9 
* % 44 4 ; 
49% 
* $ N 465. 
W 
12 10 
A Few . 
N * ov 
" iy 
Tt Pi tt 7 
. 
”** : 
+ FE ;, 
Wen 
2 44 of 
, b: 10 K 
{AE hy & 
$I 
y a 
— 6 * 1 
"8! PH, Ft 
a "M4 31 
nnn 
4 1 
$7 a7 * 
77 = 65 | 
in 
5 by hs” 7 
e 
N 
„rin 
* * o 
Gr Pr 
, 47 
:4P! + 
: F 488 
i * 4 
3. ut 10 4 
ys {4 : 1 e 
. is . \ R 
3 is 
v . iy 
: h 16 ef ” 
e 
Wenn 
F474 x 4 
Nine 
14 \ 4 
Ran 
ey 2 + : 
L465 
1 1 
1 7 
Hs HELI 
„ * 
in iy 
| a $1 : 
oft INT p11 13 
4% ” if 
9 5 | 
* LN 
6 . 
5 1 
94 1 
K . 
17 1 
+ 7 * 
1 8 N 
by * 6 a. a4 
N i 
3 OM na TITS 
7A ” 
PS bv 5 
1 8 
3 4 
_ 4 x 
* * t ? 
* : * $3.48 W. [i 
2 5. oy 
: 1 . 
e 
eng 
% F 
ATE HS 
577} Fl 147 48 
& $65 7 
. fl —— 
»"»4 «a. 4-07 
3 4 4 
1,77 1.75 "8 
4 : 44. al 
144.0; 4 
T6 
14K 
17 *(offf 
* Nie " '1 
{712 5h * 
Lahe! . 
221 9 


— a 5 
* 5 
FD Nr 
r - * 2 * 
p «7 _ 
. ” -— = 


ag * 
* 
2 2 — 
* — 
= _ 22 
: * * 


38 The Rights and Liberties 
© church, as Titus was to do in every city. 7: : 
«* How elle ſays he, ſhould the A Mes Alke ce 
< but by chooſing or ordaining them. ” I take, (1; 
he, the latter to be meant for whoſoever chooſe they 
they muſt be ordained, by laying on, of hand 
By the fame rule as Mr. Cawdwel! proves thoſe cl. 
ders were ordained by impoſition of hands, I wil 
undertake to prove that neither thoſe elders nor 
their ſucceſſors ever did ordain any perſons by im- 
poſition of hands. He proves it thus, in 5. 51 
© He ſays, Faul and Barnales ordained elders, as 
Le they themſelves had been ordained.” But F. 
and Barnabas were ordained by impoſition of. hands, 
therefore they ordained elders ſo. It the evange- 
tilt Lale has given us a true account, then I ſay 
j theſe elders would ordain their ſucceſſors as they 
| themſelves were ordained. Bur thoſe elders were 
| ordained; without impoſition of hands, therefore 
| they would ordain their ſucceſſors ſo. But ſuppoſe 
Paul and Barnabas being ſet apart by the command of 
the Holy Ghoſt by laying on of hands, is not meant 
| ordination to the paſtoral office, but to confer ſome ex- 
| traordinary gifts of the Holy Gholt to fir them tor 
ſome extraordinary - work which God had appoint- 
ed them to do; then conſequently this foundation 
upon which Mr. Cawdwell and all others of his prin- 
| ciples built that adored ceremony of impoſition 
| of hands, is but imaginary. I think che belt way 
to know whether it is ſo or not is to enquire, 
* whether Paul and Barnabas were not called or ol- 
| _ dained unto the miniſterial office ſome conſidera- 
dle time before this ſeparacion ; and alſo, whether 
they were not called unto ſome extraordinary work 
and ſervice for the performance of which God 
thought it neceſſary they ſhould have extraordn 
1 nary gifts confered upon them by impoſition 0 
MFands, which was appointed as an ourward fign ot 
means for that end, and not to confer the paſto- 
ral office. * eee It 
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1 is very evident, that Faul was called, wiz, or- 
gained to be an apoſtle by an immediate call as 
the other apoſtles were, Acts ix. 15, 20. Gal. 1.1. 
this call was eight or nine years before this 
ſepararidn, in As xiii. 2, 3. Surely. none can 
rationally think that an apoſtle ſhould be ordain- 
ed an ordinary elder, from a ſuperior to an in- 
ferior office; and as Faul, 10 Barnabas was called, 
tho! not by an immediate call, unto the miniſterial of- 
tf and work long before this ſeparation, ſome 
think he was one of the ſeventy ſent out by Chriſt ; 
bur if not, it is very evident he was ſent from the 
church of Feruſalem, to preach to the church of 
intoch, as in Adds xi. 22, 23. He was alſo called a 
ophet or teacher of that church at Avtioch before 
tis ſeparation. There were in the church that 
was at Antioch, Certain prophets and teachers as 
Birnabas and Simeon, in v. 2. as they, 1. e. the prophets 
and teachers miniſtred to the Lord and faſted, the 
Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work hereunto I have called (or appointed) them, 

J 3. and when they faſted and prayed, they lad their 
bands on them, and ſent them away, v. 4. ſo they being 
kar forth by the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. by the order 
and 9 of the Holy Ghoſt to do the work, 
not of ordinary elders, to take care and charge 
only of a particular church, but extraordinary 
work and ſervice, viz. to work miracles, and to 
$0 from one country to another, not only. to 
preacn, but to ſettle churches according to that "YN 
order that was appointed by the apoſtles, as in © 
4% xiii. 11. to the end of Chap. xiv. I hope this 

8 2 plain demonſtration that both Paul and Bar- 3 
hg; were called or ordained to the miniſterial MY 
or pattoral office long before this ſeparation ; and Fe. 
alo, that that ſeparation was not to that office, 7 
ut to that extraordinary work and ſervice they” | 


a unto, and ſet apart by laying on of 


8 © Suppoling 
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 * Honally deny; Then I argue, as Mr. Cade! 
that Faul and Barnabas. od ordain elders u p 
very-. church as they themſelves were ordained 
But Paw! and Barnabas were ordained by being choſe 
'or called by Chriſt, or a particular church, there 
fore they would ordain elders ſo, viz. by being 
choſen or called by a particular church. Pay] ex: 
Horts Titus to ordain elders in every. city, as he and 
Barnabas did in every church, viz. by the votes 0 
4 . F the people: Therefore Tits did and woule 
do fo, as in Iit. i. 5. for this cauſe left I thee in Crete 
 #hat thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things that are want 
| ing, and ordain elders in every city, as I had apyointe 
Thee, As if he had faid, take care to obſerve tha 
| order or rule that was appointed or ſettled by thi 
other apoſtles, as well as by me, In Ad, vi. te 
chooſe their church officers out from among them ear 
| ſelves, ſuch as appeared qualified according to th. 
canon or rule preſcribed by them, and allo by thi 
| _ apoſtle Faul in 1 Tim. iii. That this is Paul's mean 
| ing is very plain, becauſe he gave or ſent to In 
| a ſhort repetition of the ſame rule, in v. 6, 7, 8 te t 
| 
| 


Suppoſing this to be the caſe, as none can a 


Let ſome think or ſay that Titus was a dioceſaf en. 
biſhop, and as, ſuch he had both the charge and 
power both to appoint and ordain elders in eve 
y city or church, by laying on his hands on them 
1 I cannot perſuade myſelf but all thoſe miniſter 
| that do wilfully and knowingly interpret any par 
_ of the ſcriptures contrary unto the true intent ane 
meaning thereof, with a deſign to deprive the peo 
ple of their undoubted rights and Überties, eithe 
civil or religious, do act very much like prieſts 0 
another denomination, who have by ſuch ways it 

means decoyed or bubbled the people of ſom 
countries our of their civil rights and liberties. re t 
Is not many years ſince there were a ſet of ting 
niſters called proteſtants, who had their cducat10 in | 


at ſchools called famous, tho not for inftrudun 
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falſe interpretation of Rom. xiii. I, 2, 3, 4, 5. they 


tion or appointment, and that it is the duty of 
all ſubjects, miniſters as well as others, to obey 
ul lawtul governors in all their lawful commands. 
And they know, or may know, by reading Deur. 
zi, xvii. how government ought to be form- 
ed, viz, by the election or conſent of the peo- 
ple, both as to ſuperior and inferior magiſtrates, 
ind alſo how to make and execute laws, and that 


uus of God, and the laws of their reſpective 
kinedcms over which they govern. Yet notwith- 
landing this appears ſo plain to be the apoſtles 
ws. that the right of the crown is jure divino, 
nd hereditary, viz. they have their aid 

God only, and not from the people, and their pow- 
is abſolute and unlimited, and they are accounta- 
le to none but God and that . obedience and 


ang, and the reaſon why they ſo interpreted this 
ripture, appears very plainly co be this, that they 
cient have a ſupremacy. over the people, becauſe 
us copick or ſubject, is not judged proper for pul- 
It diſcourſes, but only when ſuch princes as will 
auh influenced or ruled by chem that are at the helm 
government, hoping that ſuch a prince, as well 

is people, may think it to be their bounden 
ty to their ſpiritual mother the church, to paſs an 
a her favour, that her power may be inde- 


kince too. But I hope the people in this na- 
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. „ 6.4.1 BM 
their ſcholars in the ſcriptures, who made tryal 
of that experiment in this nation by giving a 


do, or may know, if they would read the bible, that 
u means that government is of divine inſti- 


ul kings are to govern and rule according to the 


meaning, they interpreted his meaning to be this, 


ority from 


on- reſiſtance is the bounden duty of every ſub- 
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endent from the crown; and then they are 
ue they can rule not only the people but their 


en will neyer be decoyed or bubbled. out. of 
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Liberties 


| d liberties, by ſuch ways 
means, I wiſh I could ſay fo eb 1 n 
their religious rights and liberties, What end can mi 
niſters have in giving ſuch an interpretation on 
the two ſcriptures before mentioned, but to de 
pov the people. of their religious rights and li 
rties in judging and determining for themſelves 
who are, and who are not qualified to be choſe 
by them to the „ office, They interpret j 
poſition of hands, Acts xiii. 3. to ſignify ordination 
and Ads xiv. 23. and Tit. i. 5. they interpret 6 
dination to ſignify impoſition of hands, tho' they kno 
that is not the meaning of either, as will appez 
by - theſe following inſtances. Says this autho 


o N by A 7 % 
* * 
3: VG 


from Ads xiii. 3. And when they bad faſted and pot 
* ed, they laid their bands on them and ſent them aw br: 
That laying on of hands was not for ordinaiſ han 
tion to the paſtoral office, but by way of ben 1 
* diction on their enterpriſe only. This rite, ſays Hf 
« was uſed both by Jews and Chriſtians, Ger. 4 flier 
© Jacob laid his hands on Ephraim and Mana that 
7 and bleſſed them, Marth. xix. 13. little childre {a 
ic were brought to Chrift that he ſhould lay h n 
_ © hands on them and bleſs them. Says another, WW in 
«© from the words, this ſeparation of Paul and Bali 1 
ie nabas Was only by prayer and benedittio t 
e them in their miniſtry, or by way of ſpecial co If 
cc miſſion to preach in the ſynagogues. of the 7d 
As for the word ordain, there are none th erde 
can read and conſtrue the Greek Teſtament, but kno d 
very well that the word ordain ſignifies ci bot 
by votes. Mr, Cawdwell owns it, but he imagine, Con 


that Paul and Barnabas choſe elders 1n every churd 
and Titus likewiſe ; but whether this is not pe 
verting the apoſtles meaning as well as the othe 
I leave others to judge. Any mayor . 2 


* Whithy's Defence of Epiſcopacy: | 
7 Rap FTT Dilcourls ot Church Government, 


wer to chooſe a member of parliament becauſe 
the writt is ſent to him: But it is now evident, 
that many miniſters in this age, as well as in for- 
mer ages, would have ſuch a ſupremacy over the 
cople as to appoint ſpiritual guides for them by 
Gring on their hands, as Chriſt's agents or de- 
[paties ; which rights they {ay as the other of a 
= is jus divinum, and by a lineal ſucceſſion, &c. 
| think, this author might as well have ſaid, 
that the apoſtles did ordain one of the ſeven 
deacons, an archdeacon ; and that Paul and Timoth 
were archbiſhops, as to ſlay that Paul and Timot 
were zutors of ſchools, Or academies, or like the ſchools 
of the prophets, and alſo to ſay that Paul and 
Barnabas ordained thoſe elders by impoſition of 
hands becauſe the ſcripture is ſilent in both. 


u fruitful an imagination as any that bear ano- 
ther character, who can prove from the apoſtles, 
that there ought to be not only arch, but dio- 
an biſhops, and not only arch, but ſabdeacons, 
und ſeveral other offices by the ſame rule, viz. 


ed miniſtry moſt of his arguments are formed 
che ſame rule. 1 —5 
, He ſuppoſes that Chriſt ſettled goſpel churches 
* udalſo a minifry in them after the ſame manner, or 


nd alſo the prieſthood in it. And from this ſup- 
polition draws theſe following concluſions. 
(uncl. 1. He ſays in p. 59. © The Iſraelites did not 
wr. by 4 voluntary entering into 'a covenant with one 
„ "other, make themſelves a church therefore 
golpel churches ought not to do ſo? 


| Conci, 2. The church of Iſrael included al that 
att e circumciſed, tho' never ſo ignorant or pro- 
Mane, therefore goſpel 98 ought to do ſo, 
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oration may as well think it is his right and 


It appears very evident, that Mr. Cawdwell had 
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ingination, In his further apology for an ordain- 


order as God, by Moſes, did the church of Iſrael, 
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haxe argued; more rationally after this manner. 


. . F 8 | 7 x ly nal; IC fe 
tian required for admiſſion into the church of. 


. than being circumciſed at eight days old, there. 1 : 


A 1975 325 et il edn 
_ Becauſe it was both irregular and ſinful ple 
or any perſon to do any thing pertaining to Heat 
the, prieſts office, who were not of the tribe of Lei fil 
or Aarons family: And allo conſecrated as Aar Ch 
and his * ſons wers. Therefore it is both irregular, No 
and ſinful for any man to do any thing pertsin-B all 


ing. to the miniſterial office in any goſpel church, Mi 50 
un 


els he be of ſuch an order or ſet of men ai you 
are choſen and appointed by miniſters, and ailoW you 
conſecrated or ordained by them. He fays in p, 6.8 you 
How ſhould any be admitted to the fame of-W in, 
«. fige of the miniſtry, but as the prieſts in If be, 
22 lng net whos oy 


1 


Cancel. 5. Becauſe there were two offites or orders, nee 
ViZ.. Briefs and Levites in the church of Ja, Th 
therefore there ought to be two offices, v1. und 
presbyten: and deacous in goſpel churches. He might of t 
as well have ſaid, becauſe they had a ſuperiority 

# a. there ought to be ſo in the chriſt ian church, 
J appeal to every rational man if he might not 


. Becauſe Chriſt choſe and called illiterate fr 
men to ſettle as his flrſt miniſters in his church, 
and not thoſe that were adorned with human ac. 
campluſbments, therefore he may do ſo tall for 
12 PR 420 n as Ee ow * 
that no glory in hes preſence, 1 GOT. J. 29. 
by fleſh is meant all. _ ds hl both 4. 
aral and acquired, fugh as have the greateſt degrees 
of it without the grace of, God,, are called ui 


fs 


were blind, i. e, ſenſible. of 
or not 10. confident of 
te E. 


need of my Spirit and grace to enlighten your minds : * 
under - your ſpiritual blindneſs, &. Chriſt ſays 92 
of the ame men; Ler then alone, they are blind lad. 
rs of the blind, Matth. Xv. 14. Such men don't 100 
ke any need of pri knowledge, but deſpiſe it e 
In others; r Viz, e Ky 2c, eee CE REN LS | 99 

ad%, Mr. Cawdwell: ſuppoſes, that the Gift which 40k 
ws gwen Timothy by laying on of hands wass 
the mmifterial offer in g. 65. be ſays, Any one 1 4 
p kum laid rheir hands on him might 3 
„ dave admoniſhed him as Faul did, 2 Tim. i. 6. KY 
"8 of - may bands, i. e. to do the work of this 
ice which was given by the putting on ß 

my hands. From which he draws theſe fol- 17 
C 1 
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9 3 
uncl. 1. Becauſe Timothy received the minitng 
l| a office, or becauſe it was ber upon bim by 2 
tion of | hands, Therefore Timothy did conter the 
{ame office by impoſition of hands. | 
| Concl. 2. Becauſe Timothy conferred the minifte! 
l rial office upon his ſucceſſors by impoſition of 
* hands. Therefore they might confer the ſame of 
fice by impoſition of zheir hands on their ſucceſ 
| ſors, and ſo on to the end of the line, 

- | Condcl. 3. Becauſe Timothy conferred the miniſte 
| rial office, which he had received by impoſition 
of hands, to his ſucceſſors, and his ſucceſſors to thei 

Jacceſſors down to the end of the line. Therefor 
the preſent miniſters have juſt reaſon to glory, a 
the. lays in p. 75. That they have the apoſtles at th 
bead of the line to: juſtify them in ſuch a practice, vi 
to confer ſuch an office by impoſition of hand 
In; caſe Mr. Caudwells two ſuppoſitions are fall 


i= and 1maginary only, then all his concluſions are ¶ or 
| 2 ſo many | nullities  . of { 
| „ T hat his firſt is o needs no. proof, 1 ſhall E 74l 77 
1 - quire into the truth of his ſecond ſuppoſition (ai 


| Mbetber by that gift which was conferred on Timothy 
meant ”y the apoſtle, the miniſterial office, or ſome of th 

ſpiritua gifts mentioned, 1 Cor. xii. which were giv 
70. Or wrought in perſons by the Holy Ghoſt, as ver. 1 
But all theſe gifts, worketh that one and ſelf-ſame Siri, 
dividing to every man ſeverally as he will, viz. not on 
ly various gifts, but alſo various degrees of then 
| as he pleaſed. That it was one of theſe pits tha 
the apoſtle meant when he exhorted Timothy to fi 


up, will appear by theſe following conſiderations fre! 
JJ bb wn do UE, laid | 
| I. Becauſe impoſition of hands was inſtituted or ap he 
U pointed for that end. And the end or deſign been 
3 its inſtitution, the apoſtle Paul was very well zh ng 
| prized of; and therefore called it 2 gift in him. Luar 


he had meant the miniſterial office, he would hatt 
A | | exhortec 


a 
Ws 


of The People vindicated. 47 


* 
3 
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and exhort you before God, to preach the word, be inſtant 
in [caſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, exhort, &c. : That 
this was the end and deſign of its inſtitution 
none can deny, becauſe there are ſo many in- 
ances to prove it. Therefore I ſhall offer a 


iſterial office Paul meant, becauſe impoſition of 
hands was not inſtituted or appointed for that 
end, wiz. to confer the miniſterial office, as will ap- 
pear by theſe conſiderations. 1 * 
1. Becauſe neither Chriſt nor his apoſtles did uſe 
t for that end, viz. to confer the miniſterial 
office. +; | - N 
Chriſt was head of his church by divine ap- 
intment, as Moſes was of the church of Iſrael. 
e, as the only head of it, firſt called or choſe his 
twelve apoſtles, but not out of any particular tribe 
or family, as Moſes was appointed to do, but out 
of ſeyeral families, and allo ſuch as were of ſeve- 
rl imployments and degrees in the world. And it 
Toh he ordained them, viz. by chooſing, and not 
by impoſition of hands. And he gave them a {ior 
or preaching of the goſpel, and working of mi- 
cles. And this, viz. of conferring ſpiritual 
pits by impoſition of their hands, was one of 
thoſe miraculous works. Such a miffion, wiz. to 
work miracles they could not confer to their ſuc- 
tellors, After he had ſent forth his apoſtles, as 
u Matth. x. Mark vi. Luke ix. He ſent or appoint- 
other ſeventy alſo, and ſent them two and two be- 
re bis face, Luke x. But we don't read, that he 
ad his hands on them, which he would have done 


ra he had intended impoſition of hands, ſhould have 
"1 been the only outward ſign or means of confer- 


ung the miniſterial office. We read in Mazrh.xix. 
lle Chrift laid bis hands on little children. Yet none 
i conclude, that he ordained them for the * 
5 b , T2 
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exhorted him as he did, in 2 Tim. iv. 1,2. [ charge © 


cond reaſon to prove, that it was not the mi- 


i 


; _ ny 
: we. 
* * * . 7 


try, by ſo doing. The next ordination we read 
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5 of is Matthias in the room of Judas, 49; i. 2 che 
| but there is no mention of impoſition of hand, for 
but of his being choſen by caſting lors, ber 

The next election or ordination we read of i; fe 

the ſever deacons in Ad, vi. J. and they, i. e. t Wi did 
multitude Or diſciples, choſe ſeven and after th oth 

had choſe them, 3. e. the deacons, the apoſtles lat WW Flu 

tbeir hands on them, but not to make them deacons a | 

as Mr. Cawdwell ſays, but to confer ſome «x:ruwrs,, nin 

nary gifts of the ſpirit, 62 lan 

Obj. But ſome may ſay, they were ſaid to be chat 

full of the Holy Ghoſt before they were choſen, or Nend 

i before the apoſtles laid their hands on them. beſt 
3 _ Anſw. They might be ſaid to be full of the ore 

| Holy Ghoſt, by having a work of grace wrought e 
( in their ſouls, or ſuch as were endowed with 3 er 
5 ſpiritual underſtanding, ſuch only in ſcripture are 2 
4 called men of wiſdom, therefore by a metonymy , 
'Y the cauſe being put for the effect, they were (aid re 
to be full of the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. the grace bre 
i of the Holy Ghoſt. Bur theſe extraordinary gifts Wl! . 
| of the ſpirit were different from thoſe, becauſe e 2 
perſons might have, and many had the one, who WW 0 

had not the orber. This is plain, from the parable e e 

Matth. vii. 22, 23. Many will ſay unto me in that day, that 

Lord, Lord, bave we not propheſied in thy name, i. e. WF 2. 

we have been endowed with ſpiritual or preach. A! 

ing gifts, and in thy name catt out devils, and ſeri; 

in thy name done many wonderful works. au PI 

then will I profeſs unto them, I never knew you, vi. b 

to have a ſaving or ſanctifying work of grace in 1 

your ſouls, therefore, ſays he, Depart from me it 1 

workers of iniquity, It appears very evident, that Iy 

the deacons, particularly Srephen and Philip, were Be 4 
endowed with extraordinary gifts, as well as ſevig 77 

Therefore I think we zonally con- It 

grace. erefore I think we may rationally «re irt 


clude, that the apoſtles did, or rather, that 2 


for tlelk two reaſons: Firſt, becauſe, as I ſai 
before, it was appointed for that end. And, 
ſecondly, becauſe they, z. e. the apoſtles never 
did uſe it, as we read of in ſcripture, for any 
other end; as is evident, from the inſtance of 
Pl and Barnabas ordaining elders in every church, 
# before mentioned. They did not confer the 
miniſterial office upon them by laying on their, 
lands, as, no doubt, they would have done, if 
that ſigu or ceremony had been appointed for that 
end. Surely, none will ſay, but they were, the 
gel judges for what end it was appointed, there- 
fore, they would not knowingly be inſtrumental 
in conferring ſuch gifts of the Spirit, on thoſe who 
were ſtrangers to a work of grace on their ſouls, 
2, 21. Perhaps, for this reaſon, that caution was 
given, 1 Tim. V. 22. Lay hands ſuddenly on no man, 
or God only, and not they, knew the hearts of 
al men, and he gave gifts to whom he pleaſed, 
x appears by rhe inſtance of Fudz, 
0%j. Some may ſay, But is not Timothy exhorted 
to commit to faithful men what he had received, 
mat they might be able to teach others, 2 Tm. 
I. 2. So RIES 3 
Anfw, I think by that, is not meant the mini- 
ſerial office, which Tau exhorted 77morby to com- 
wit to faithful men, but the doctrines which he, 
and others, had preached, It was the things, viz. 
doarines concern 79 
Mech he had heard from Pu! among many wit-. 
| elſes that he was to commit to ſuch men, as he. 
ad good reaſon” to believe, would preach the ſame 
Warnes'to' others. a 9 
heartily with al mjtgſters would take, and ob- 
tre, the ſame ns a Paul” gave to Timothy : 
| 5 But 


* * 0 | 30 g 
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. e 881 . 10 
ae Sittabreinary gifts, by God conferred on 
che ſexen deacons, by impoſition of their hands; 


appears Lo anſwer to Simon Magus „Acts viii. . 
r 


ing a crucified and riſen Saviour, 


go Phe Rights and Liberties 
But eſpecially thoſe miniſters, who think the 
have ſuch a power committed to them, as to co 
fer or commit ſuch a truſt or office, or what the 
pleaſe to, call it, as Chriſt's under-agents, pe 
whom FREY pleaſe, by laying on their hands 
None will deny, but their hands are their own 
and therefore they may lay them on whom they 
pleaſe. Says Dr. Calamy 1n his Charge to Mr. Hunt 
wi Great is that truſt that we have now com. 
7 mited to you, which was firſt committed to us, 
« by thuſe that went before us, and were az 
« wunder-agents between the head of the church, 
ee and us, in the great tranſaction of ordination,” 
That ordination is a very great tranſaction, I readily 
grant, and that in theſe two reſpects. 1. It is a 
very great tranſaction for any particular church to 
chooſe a paſtor, to whom they commit the care 
and charge of their ſouls, as their ſpiritual guide. 
It is a matter of moment, for a perſon, to chooſe 
a skilful and faithful /awyer to examine, what title 
he has to his eſtate. Suppoſe, he choſe an un- 
skilful one, he may tell him his title is good; 
when it is not ſo: And if he be unfaithful, he 
may take a bribe of the ſeller ro conceal 2 
prior mortgage, or an intail: And then conle- 
quently his eſtate will be taken from him, or hi 
heirs ; which may be of very bad conſequence, 
Rede he has no more to maintain his fanuh. 
ut the other will be of a far greater conſequence: 
Suppoſe a perſon is under any concern with fe- 
ſpe& to his title to heaven, and under ſuch 2 
concern ſhould go to the miniſter, who has un. 
dertaken the care and charge of his ſoul, as hi 
ſpiritual guide: In caſe he is either unskilful, dt 
unfaithful, it will be of very fatal conſequence. 
If he is unskilful he may tell him, that his title 
is good, when it is not ſo: Suppoſe a perſon, from 
what Chriſt faid to Neodemus, John ii. 3. F., 
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ven is born 4 ain, or born of water and the Spirit, he 
. enter is the kingdom of heaven, mould go to 
his miniſter to know, whether he was born again 
or not. And, ſuppoſe, his miniſter, or ſpiritual 
guide, mould tell him, he need not queſtion that, 
rovided, he was made a chriſtian by receiving 
5 chriſtian name in baptiſm, and alſo receive 
the ſacrament, and attend upon the publick wor- 
ſhip of God. All this a perſon may have and do, 
and yet have no title to heaven: Or, ſuppoſe, 
2 miniſter is unfaithful, tho' he does know more 
than the other, viz, that a perſon muſt be born 
of the Spirit, i. e. he muſt have a principle, or 
work of grace, wrought in his ſoul by the Spirit 
of Go&; yet if he takes upon him che miniſte- 
rial office, chiefly for the perquiſites belonging to 


be it, or for the ſallary he receives from the people: 
ole ach an one will neither be faichtul to, nor careful 
ile el che ſouls of his people, he has taken the charge 


of. Such an one cannot ſay, as Paul did, I ſeek not 


un- 

0 wrs, but you, The conſequence of truſting to ſuch 
he guides, for a title to heaven is repreſented by 
| 2 brit in Luke x11. 29. And ye begin to knock at 
nſe- ehe door, at the day of judgment, ſaying, Lord, 
bn Lord, viz. they will put in their plea, for the 


kingdom of heaven, as in the next words, We 
ave eaten and drank in thy preſence, and thou haſt 
nce: r in our freers, As if they had ſaid, We have 


re- ea conſtant attenders upon the publick worſhip 


h Cod, to hear thy word preached, or taught, 


un- thy miniſters ; we have alſo received the ſacra- 


bent, at all ſuch times, when our miniſters thought 
oper to adminiſter it. In the church therefore, 


title * what anſwer Chriſt will make, at the day 
from judgment, againſt all ſuch pleas. In ver. 27. 
Exceps 1 he ſhall ſay, I know you not whence you are, . 
nn e you have no title to heaven, becauſe you 

R — — have 


prely, our title for heaven is very good. But 
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ts Htyve only lampsof projelfion, bur have no oil i, 
ee but 

have had a ſecret love to, and delight in fin 
Therefore, dopary jrow me alt je workers of iniquy 

ver. 28. There ſball be weeping and gnaſhing of 4. 
Tappeal to every one, it this is not of greater 
conſequence, than the former. Therefore, it ma 
well be ſaid, to be à great erte Aus for a church 
to chooſe” à paſtor, ro whom they commit the care 
, Tn 
It may alfo be ſaid to be 4 great tranſadlim 
in the "miniſter that undertakes ſuch a truſt or 
charge, for he is accountable to Chi, whoſe 
ſteward he is, and to him only, he muff give an 
account, Heb. xiii. I7. For they Watch for your fouls, 
cauſe, they know, they muſt give an account, and 
they know alſo, what the account will be of thoſe 
miniſters that are either unskilful, viz. under ſpi 
ritual blindneſs, or unfaichful in the diſcharge 0 
that truſt, they take upon them, as in Exel. iii. 18. 
If thou doſt not give them warning, i. e. let them 
know' their miſerable ſtate or caſe by nature: And 
alſo, the way or manner how they muſt be de- 
livered from it, their blood will God require at 
their hand. Therefore it may be ſaid to be 2 
great tranſadtion for any man to undertake ſucha 
charge or truſt, In caſe that church before whom 
the doctor ſpake * choſe words had repoſed lo great 
a truſt in them, as many churches do, to choole 
or appoint a paſtor for them. Then he miglt 
have aid as before with ſome variation, Great 
is that truſt committed or repoſed in us, by tis 
church, which we have as their under-agent 
committed to you, in the great tranſaction of or 
5 dination. But in caſe he meant by that gez 
truſt, the goſpel doffrine which Pau cxborted 7 
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mathy to commit to faithful men, which are now 
committed to writing, tho they were not then, 


2s they are, now in our bibles; Mr. Hunt had bl 
them committed to him before. But if he meant, 1 
25 ſuppoſe he did, the miniſterial office, I think 9 
that is not agrecable to what he printed ſome If 
time bore, .viz. That the Holy Ghoſt is Chritt's 
« deputy, in this affair, in making a man a mini- 
e fler: And ſure I am, if the Holy Ghoſt, as 


Chritt's deputy, or agent, had not made Mr. 


Hunt a miniſter before they laid their hands on 
hm, they could not make him ſo, as Chriſt's 
under-agents by laying on their hands, becaufe 
Chriſt has not committed ſuch a deputation, or 
truſt to any biſhop, or ſynod preslyters in the world. 
| think thoſe that are ſo zealous for impoſition of 
bends, ag to think they can confer the winiſte- 
al othce by it qught to prove it, better than Mr. 4 
lrodwell has done, wiz. Becauſe the apoſtles con- TY 
ferred either 2 gift, or a ſomething, by laying on 4 
their hands therefore they as their ſucceſſors may 9 
do ſo. Firſt, they ought to prove, that they are bY 
the apoltles ſuceefſors. And ſecondly, that ch 
s luch gan conter the ſame as they did. Suppoſe 4 
Moſer's ſucgeſſors ſhould have ſaid, becauſe Aoſes we 
a rod divided the Regd-ſea, therefore they as — 94 
hs ſucceſſors might de ſo too, it would not de 
a ſufficient proof. I hope, by what 1 have oY 
kid, it will appear, to every unprejudiced reader 
tat that gift, given or conferred to Timorby was 
not the iniferial office, gs Mr. Cadwell ſuppoſes, 
but it was 4 ſpecial and peculiar gift of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt; For When the Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to 4 
be given, its meant the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 1 
The cauſe. being pur for the effect, as I laid be- 
ore, 1 hope it allo appears, that what Pal ex- — | 
. Timothy to commit to faithful men was not 9 
ne miniſterial office, but thoſe doctrines _ Had 1 
a car | 
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_* heard from Faul among many witneſſes, Says one 
4 The Rights and Libertie, of people were à lone 
time preſerved in the ancient church inviolable: 
And the footſteps of it may be traced through 
Dall ages of the church, although it gradually 
« decayed, then was perverted and corrugged un- 
till it iſſued, as in the church of Rome, in a pa- 
«© geant and ſhew, inſtead of the reality of the 
e things themſelves. For the tryal and probati- 
Don of ſpiritual endowments, previouſly neceſ: 
© fary unto the call of any man; that was lest 
< unto the pedantick examination of the bi 
* ſhop's domeſticks, who knew nothing of the 
'« man, or men themſelves.* The examination of 
the people was turned into a mock ſhew, both 
e in the fight of God and men, 4 deacon calling 
_« out, if any of the people, had objections againf 
„ him, who was to be ordained, they ſhould come 
ee forth and ſpeak, whereunto another cries out 
< of à corner, by compact, he is learned and 
„ Worthy: And ordination was then eſteemed to 
* conſiſt, (as Mr. Cawdwell, and others, would 
<< have it now) only in the outward ſign of in. 
ee poſition of hands with ſome other ceremonics an- 
* nexed thereunto. Whereby without any other 
« confideration, there enſued a flux of power (a 
< fome think now they have) from the ordainers 
© to the ordained. | 
From theſe inſtances before mentioned, I vil 
draw ſome concluſions which may ſerve as an 
_ anſwer to Mr. Cawdwell's third queſtion. 
Queſt. Whether the eſſence of the external call cn- 
(fiſts in election, or in impoſition of hands? 
Concl. 1. If Chriſt laid his hands on little chi. 
dren to bleſs, and not ordain them, for the mi- 
niſtry ; but ordained his apoſtles without 0% 
en by bands, then we may conclude, that inp 
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aun of bands is not, (as Mr. Cawdwell and others 
affirm) ordination ; nor ordination, impoſition of bands. 
nc! 2. If Chriſt did not inſtitute and appoint 1 
impoſition | of hands, as a neceſſary ſign, or outward 1 
means, for the conferring the minifterial office. A 
Then we may conclude, that the uſing impo= 10 
ion of bands, as à neceſſary ſign, or out ward means, "a 
{or the conferring the miniſterial office, is of hu- "mY 
man inſtitution, or appointment. If it had been 4 
pointed, as a neceſſary means to confer the mj- 
feral, or paſtoral office, then Chriſt would not 
have omitted it in ordatning his twelve apoſtles, 
neither would the hundred and twenty diſciples 
micted it in ordaining Mattbia, in the room of 
alas, nor would Paul and Barnabas omitted it i 


5 


daining elders in every church. FT 
Cond, 3. If the apoſtles, nor their immediate ſuc- 
lors, for a long time, did not uſe impoſition: 3 
if hands, as an outward means, by which the 
uniſterzal office was conferred untill it was ap- wi 
pinted and uſed for that end, in the apoſtate £4 
web of Rome. Then we may conclude that the 1 
reſent miniſtry have juſt reaſon to be aſhamed, 
her then boalt that they ſhould imicate the 
joltate church of Rome, in any of her human 
Mentions or traditions 3 5 5 
Conch, 4. F impoſition of hands is not an eſſential 
ut of ordination, or ſetting a man apart for the 
ral office, viz. that it may be walidly done by faſting 
b prayer without it, Then we may conclude, that 
e ellence of the external call does not conſiſt 
impoſition of hands, becauſe ſerting 4 part by faſt= 
an Prajer, is but a neceſſary adjun to the 
ternal call. After Paul and Barnabas had ordain- 
ders, they prayed with faſting and commended 
em to the * of of | . 
have obſerved ſome miniſters, who have en- 
bed in the duty of prayer, on ſuch . ; 
they 


11 
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chey do not pray, that God would make the yer. 
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ſon a miniſter, by chat ſigni of laying on their 


hands, neither do they pray that God would d. f 
rect them, Whether they | ſhould make ws ol ma 
or not, as Þ think they ought, if it was in their ſo, 
power, as they ſay it is, by laying their hands 0 
on him, bur they pray that God would bleſs him, ed 
with ſpiritual gifts, and the increaſe of them Ml cul. 
And alſo, that he would bleſs him with aſſiſtance 4 
 afid ſucceſs in that work and office, he is called tha 
_ unto, and has taken upon him. Why faſting ſhould vat 
be: omitted on ſuch a ſolemn occaſion, and fe- Vat 
ing with impoſſtion of band, introduced in its ſtead t 

I do'nt underſtand, but this I know that the lat-befe 
ter is more agreeable to man's proud and cor- ſupf 
rupt nature. e 8 5 0 
Conel. 5. If the Holy! Ghoſt is the only agent de- een. 
puted by Chriſt to quality mien for the paſtoralef t 
office then we may conelude, that all other un- but 
der- agents have not their deputation from Chriſt. part 
That the Holy Ghoſt is Chriſt's agent or depu- ther 
ty; as Dr. Calamy calls him, is very plain, in 4% en. 
X 28. Take” heed therefore” unto yourſelves, i. e. your ill. 4 
own ſouls; and to all rhe flock over which the Hope 
Ghoſt: bath made you" o erg. Mr. 


Me read in 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14, 15. of ſatan's mini- en | 
miſters who can transform themſelves, Oc. but by 
whoſe agency they are made miniſters, I ſhall leave 
others to judge, yet this, I will ſay, as before, that 
all thoſe miniſters, that are not qualified for the pt 
ſtoral office, by the Hol) Gboſt, as Christ's agen, 
or depury, are not the miniſters: of Chriſt, neitte 
will he own them as ſuch, let them be of whit 
party or ſer. of miniſters they will, but will {ay' 
them, as in 5 xiv. 14. J ſent them not. I nope 
theſe concluſions, or inferences, may be 2 ſuthcr 
ent anſwer to that giefron; Viz. Whether ile e 


of the external call, conſiſts in election, or call of a church, 


r 
F motion of hand rt. | 1 
f 1 anſwer ſome objections, which are, or 


may be, made againſt what I have ſaid: And al- 
ſo, make ſome remarks as I anſwer them. 
04j. x. Some may ſay, a man may be ordain- 
ed a miniſter, though he has no call to a parti- 
Ruler Urch, 1 


that objection will prove, that a man may be a 
vatchman, without having a city or town to 
watch over, or a ſhepherd before he has a flock 


ja to look after, or take the charge of, or a paſtor 
lat. before he has a church to adminiſter the Lord's 
or. ſupper unto. 


Obj. 2. Some may ſay, chough Mr. Cawdwell does. 


of the keys; yet very few diflenting miniſters, 
but do allow it to be the undoubted right, of every 
particular church to chooſe their own paſtor, 


therefore it is ſuperfluous to prove what is not 
Flr [ne „ 8 
our /. I own and am very ſenſible, that very 
Res diſfenting miniſters will deny in word, as 


Mr. Cowdwell has, that particular churches have 
an undoubted right to chooſe their own paſtors, 
and other officers; yer I am as ſenſible, that moſt 
miniſters deny it in fact, though not in word. 
One (aid, * at the ordination of a miniſter. © That 
it was the undoubted right of every particular 
church to judge and determine for themſelves ; 
of a man's gifts and abilities for the miniſtry, 
as well as Piitableneſs for them.“ I will men- 
don ſome inſtances to ſhew wherein they do not, 
think, allow the people ſuch a right in fact. 
1hct- 1. If miniſters did allow all particular church- 
e ach an undoubted right in fact, then they 
15 e e 5: would 


r Mr, Semes at Mr. Drake's ordination at Terdly; 


Anſw, I deſire and hope thoſe that will make 


deny the people to have any right in the power 
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would not have debarred that church before 


whom thoſe words were ſpoken, by a | m 
ment from inviting, or ad 8 1 m 
preach in that meeting-houſe, though by wa 
trial only; unleſs he Was firſt approved of * lic 
commended, by miniſters. e 
2. It miniſters would allow particular church. WM n 
es ſuch an undoubted right in fact, as abore ni 
mentioned ; then they would not with-hold, or ] 
threaten to with-hold, from ſmall churches whit (al 
is allowed from any fund towards maintaining * 
their miniſter; in caſe, they do not chooſe, or 04 
rather, accept ſuch men for their paſtors a8 they tha 
ſhall appoint or recommend to them, though they und 
wiz, the church may not be ſatisfied, with reſpect hea 
to a man's gifts and abilities, nor ſuitableneſs for {if 
them. I accidentally faw a letter, that was ſent to ſped 
a church on ſuch an occaſion. Which was to this the) 
1 effect. Sir, I deſire you to let the people, or church, the 
i1 e know, that if they do not chooſe, or accept, X 
[ & Mr. F—)} for their miniſter, or paſtor, ſince Chu: 
[| ec the neighbouring miniſters ſo well approve of 
= © him; they muſt expect no more allowance from e 
& the fund. If the fund-money is applied toe 
impoſe ſuch miniſters upon ſmall churches, as can- te! 
not recommend themſelves; if it anſwers the end theſ; 
of the contributers ; Sure I am, it nas a direct ten- 
dency, not only to make ſmall churches ſmaller, d r 
but alſo to deprive the people of their undoubted of a 
rights and liberties in judging and determining for ſuta 
themſelves. _ 2 ; em 
3. If miniſters would allow particular church. £00 
es their undoubted right in fact, then the ide 
would not make any new canons, or rules Pract 
in order to deprive the people, or particular 8p 
churches, of that right, as above ſpecified. 1 05 
will mention ſome that have been made in tis 7 J 
preſent age, as I have been informed by ſome 7 


mil ele, 
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miniſters, who were preſent, or concerned in 
making them. | | 

Rule 1. That no perſon ought to preach pub- 
lickly, though it be by way of trial only, unleſs 
he has had an academical education, or what is equi- 
valent to it: And does alſo paſs under our exa- 
mination and approbation, or to that effect. 

Rule 2. That thoſe miniſters, who have been or- 
dained, by impoſition of hands, ought not to go to 


Nat : 

ing 2” church, to affift in ſetting a man apart, or 
"BY ordaining him to the miniſterial office, unleſs both 
hey that church, and he, will ſubmit to his paſſin 
ie) under our examination and determination. I 
oe heard a miniſter py to one, who offered him- 
"oF if to be examined, by ſome miniſters, with re- 
«col bect to his qualifications for the miniſtry, that 
tue bey would do it, provided, he would ſubmit to 


their determination. 5 

Rule 3. That no laymen, though members of 
churches, "ſhall be preſent at our publick meet- 
ings, or ſynods, when any matters of difference 
are debated, with reſpect to any particular church, 
or miniſter, except ordained miniffers, or ſuch as we 
Intend, ſhall be ſo, or to that effect. Whether 


ept, 
nce 
e of 
rom 
| to 


Can- effect. 
end "cle rules, or canons, have not a direct tenden- 
ten- to deprive particular churches of their undoubt- 


ed right to judge, and determine, for themſelves; 
of a perſon's gifts and abilities, as well as his 
luitableneſs for them, I leave others to judge for 
ddemſelves. Mr. Cawdwell ſays, if the people may 
booſe their own paſtor, yet it muſt be, by the 
zuidance or direction of miniſters, I think the 
practice of many miniſters is very agreeable to 


iller, 
bted 
Y for 


irch⸗ 
they 
rules, 


cult s principles. | | | 

. 0%. 3. But miniſters are the beſt and moſt pro- 
this r judges of a perſon's qualifications for the mi- 
ſone I itterial, or paſtoral office. Therefore particular 


lurehes ought not to invite, or allow, any man 
| | I 2 Ls 
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to preach, as a candidate, unleſs, or before, he 
1 1 


1 9 their examination. fn 

_ A»ſw. In anſwering this objection. 1/, I hal WW ve 

„ 1” 1 ha 1; and, 24h, the weight or F 

ft, As to the truth of it. If humane learning is t 

a principal, or an eſſential qualification, without t 

which a man cannot be a miniſter of Chriit 2 

then no doubt thoſe miniſters, who have the , 

| greateſt degree of it; are the belt judges of that. : 

ut if ſpiritual gifts, and not humane learning, 18 an « t] 

| ellential, or principal qualification, without which, n 

as I ſhall prove in its proper place, a man cannot 2 

1 FS a * miniſters are not the te 

. geſt and molt proper judges, as wi if 

AA 
4 Conſid. 1. No man can be a proper judge 0 

man's gifts and abilities for the 1 5. 1 7 - 

8 Hear him exerciſe his gifts in a way of preaching. Ic 

=. But miniſters do not require thoſe, that they re- 

| commend to preach, as candidates, to churches ; to 

| exerciſe their gifts before them in a way of preach- d 

| ing therefore, they are not the beſt or mot of 

proper judges. But a particular church does or WW ct 

Qught to hear a perſon exerciſe his gifts, a con- be 

ſiderable time, in a way of preaching, before the fo 

| chooſe, or call him to the paſtoral office, there- P. 

'| fore they are the beſt and moſt proper judges. {iſnece 

. 2. The weight or force of this object10n, Wnece 

1 | Suppoſe it be true, that miniſters are the belt for 

|  Jadges of a perſon's qualification for the miniltry ; 

| yet that does not prove it, to be their right % beſt 

| judge for the people, Neither ought the people ¶eati 

| think, to reſign their right ro miniſters upon ſac ha 

| an argument. I verily believe no men will ref Wand: 

their rigbt in their eſtates to miniſters upon pol 

ſuch an argument, though they may be ven 8iepſc 


knowing men, as to the management os 
NEG | — 8 eltates, 
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eſtates, much better then themſelves. Dr. Owen 
is f, this objection labours with a threefold 
kneſs. F134 3+ 
1. It reflects diſhonour upon the wiſdom of 
„ Chriſt in commanding them, wiz. the people, 
the obſervance and diſcharge of ſuch duties, as 
they are no way meet for. 1 
2. It proceeds upon a ſuppoſition of that de- 
generate ſtate of the church, in their mem- 
ders, as to light, knowledge and holinefs, which 
they are for the moſt part fallen into, which 
„ mult not be allowed to have the force of an 
argument, when it is to be lamented and ought 
„to be retormed. 5 Gt UML 
; © It ſuppoſeth that there is no ſupply or 
# aſſiſtance provided for the people in the dif- 
charge of their duty to guide and direct them. 
This is the power and right, ſays he, granted by 
* Chriſt unto the church eſſentially conſidere my 
* with reſpect unto their officers, namely, to de- We. 
gu, call, chooſe, and ſet apart, the perſons b 1. 
* the ways of Chrift's appointment unto thokc 28 
* othces, whereunto by his laws he hath annexed 

church power and authority, who elfe, fays my 
he, is able to judge for them, or is intrufted 49 
© ſo to do. Int 5 . „ 1 
Provided, the ſame qualifications were allowed in 
neceſſary and proper, which were judged both 1 
neceſlary and ſufficient in the apoſtles time, and g 
for three hundred years after; then the people or 
porticular churebes,, and not minifers, would be the 
deſt and moſt proper judges of a perſon's qualifi- 
cation for the miniſterial office. I will tranſcribe 1 
What qualifications were judged both neceſſary 1 
and ſufficient for three hundred years, after tljle 
apoliles time; which were very agreeable to the 4 
poſtolick canans, 1 Do 
Says 


* The mine of « Goſpel Church, _ 
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2, 3, 7. But it is too evident, that this canon ot 


. Says one, © He was to be of a ripe anal . 
„mature age, to have lived ſome time in tei 
« world; according to that apoſtolick canon WM bas 
1 Tim. iii. 6. not a novice, f. e. a young convert ber 
e newly planted in chriſtianity: But the fore- Vel 
mentioned canon made by Afendng presbyters pail 
is quite the reverſe of this, viz. a young [cholar ed 
tho' he is not well planted in chriſtianity, i 4 byte 
a new convert or babe in ſpiritual underſtand- ! 
ing, nay, if he is no convert, and has no ſpi- pe, 
ritual underſtanding, as all unconverted perſons abe 
are without the Spirit's illumination, it is no bar tie 
againſt him, provided, he has human learning. fers 
This is ſo very evident it needs no proof. fas 

2. He was to be one that was not intangled ee 
* with any mundane affairs, he was to be free from * 
«© any ſecular employment; and at perfect liber- ure 
= ty to apply himſelf wholly to the duties Hb 
his office according to that apoſtolick canon,“ 95 
2 Tim. ii. 4. but in this age provided a man can, * 
by intereſt, or favour, obtain ordination by a biſbop a 1 
a ſynod of presbyters, he may take upon him a dou- Ay 
ble capacity, he may be a magiſtrate as well a iſ. 
a miniſter : And it is no crime if he employ him: 1 


ſelf in any mundane affairs, tho' it is deemeda 
very henious crime in others, who have not had 
ſuch an education and ordination. 

3. He was to be humble and meek, and of an 
& unſpotted or exemplary life, this canon or rule, was 
© founded on that apoſtolick canon, 1 7: i.. 


rule is very little obſerved, provided a man ca 
either for favour or intereſt obtain the abovemem 
tioned qualification, viz. ordination by impoſicion 
of hands, as I ſhall ſhew in its proper place. 
4. He was to be of a good capacity; fi 44 
© ble to teach others, rightly dividing the word 0 
ce truth, according to that apoſtolick canon, 1 7 


" II. 2. 
* An Enquiry into the Coultit. of the Primitive Church, | 


« jjj, 2. apt to reach, 2 Tim. 11. 15. Rightly dividing the 
& word of truth,” But in this age, provided a man 
has attained to any tolerable degree of human 
learning, tho he be wanting as to a natural, as 
well as a ſpiritual capacity, it is no, bar againſt his 
paſſing through the examination, and obtaining an 
ordination both of biſhops and diſſenting preſ- 
bycers, in this preſent age, as I ſhall prove in 
ts proper place. I appeal co miniſters, if the peo- 
gle, or 4 particular church, are not the beſt judges, 
whether a perſon has the forementioned qualifi- 
cations or not: And if fo, I think thoſe mini- 
ers that make this objection ought to ſhew, the 
reaſon, why the ſame qualifications are not both 
neceſſary and : ſufficient now, as they were in 
the apoſtles time, and three hundred years after. 
Surely, it as is neceſſary now, as it was then, that 
2 miniſter ſhould not be a novice, i. e. @ new covert, 
but one who has lived ſome time in the world, 
ſo as to attain ſome good degree of experimental 
knowledge of goſpel truths; ſuch are compared 
to houſholders, as are provided with ſuitable pro- 


jt heaven, i. e. goſpel myſteries, as Matth. xili. 52. 
pive ſuitable inſtructions to all ſorts of hearers, 
. converted and  unconterted, new converts and 
frown chriſtians ? Surely, it is as neceſſary now, 
it was then; that a miniiter ſhould not be em- 
loyed in any mundane affairs, and that he ſhould 
e meek and bumble, and of an unſpotted life and 


ve belt and moſt proper judges of perſons qua- 
Iications, for the miniſterial, or paſtoral office. 


|; WR. 2 4 If miniſters are allowed the principal 
| of gar to judge, and determine, who are, and who 
in. not qualified, for the miniſterial, or paſtoral 
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nion for all ſorts of perſons: How can per- 
ons that are not inſtructed into the kingdom 


ver ſatiun. I hope this may be a ſufficient an- 
wer to this objection, viz. That miniſters are not 


office, 
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office, it will be a means to maintain pes 
1 N | 3 a ce 
unity, and alſo prevent diſorder and oak 


in churches. 1 | 
Auw. In anſwering this objection, I will ſhew 
or prove, if miniſters do aſſume or are allowed 
ſuch a ſupremacy as above ſpecified, over church. 
es, it las a direct tendency, to cauſe diſor- 
der and confuſon in churches. If to break in up- 
L on that order, that was ſettled in the church by 
the apoſtles, has a direct tendency to cauſe dif- 
order or confuſion in churches; then for mini. 
ſters to aſſume ſuch a ſapremacy or power over 
Churches, as to. judge and determine for them, 
who are, and who are not qualified, for the pa- 
. ſtoral office, do break in upon that order, that 
| was ſettled in the church, therefore it has a di- 
rect tendency to cauſe diſorder and confuſion, & 
| That miniſters do break in upon that order, that 
= was ſettled in the church, will appear by thee 
| following inſtances. Fr 
4 _ Inf. 1. According to that order, that was ſet- 
'4 tled in the church, the people or church were 
to judge who had, and who had not thoie qua- 
1 lifications, Which were then judged both neceſ 
3 ary and ſufficient for the paſtoral and deacor 
i} „ . N 
Obj. Perhaps ſome diſſenting miniſters may ſay 
they do allow churches that right and power 
therefore they don't break in upon that order, 
An. That that right and power is allowed io 
ſome churches with theſe following reſtrictions 0 
lümitations, I readily grant. 
I, They might chooſe out of ſuch an ordeh 
or ſet, or number of men, as the miniſters ft 
| rr or approve of, but the apoſtles did 1d 
1 "2 
2dly, This liberty is granted not to all, but dt. 
ly to thoſe churches that can maintain oy = 


els, 


züſters, withotit- being affifted from any Fund. 
Bur thoſe churches that cannot do ſo, are oblig- 


ters do a t for them, or recommend to 
B. fuch generally as gannot re- 
commend themſelves, becauſe others don't need 
it, I appeal to any impartial judge if this is not 
breaking in upon that order, which was ſettled in 
the church, it is very evident the apoſtles did not 
mit the diſciples, or church, to chooſe out of 
a order, or ſet, or number of men. 


led in the church, the difciples were to chooſe their 
church -officers from among themſelves, and not out 
of ſcbools, or academies, Acts xiv. 23. vi. 3. Wherefore, 
Brethren, look you, or chooſe you, out ſeven men amon 


pr power, over churches, as to appoint who ſhall 
and as candidates, in order to be choſen, they 
may appoint two. equally alike unqualified, Then 
donſequently, that church muſt chooſe an un- 
lified perſon. ' I knew five men recommend- 
d ſuccefhively to one church by ſome miniſters, 
men very well qualified for the paſtoral office, 
id four of them, were either heterodox in judg- 


ecaſioned, I appeal to the miniſters that recom- 
nended them, and ro that church to whom they 
e recommend | 
Obj. Perhaps ſome: miniſters may ſay, they don't 
low any man ought to be called, or choſen to 


re they are converted or appear, at leaſt, to 
an receive the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 


Kelly, or only to quality him for the miniſteri- 
4 | al 


tera il 6 5 ; | | ps 5 
23 £ 4 _ 2 F 4 © 4 g F:1 
. | * L 4 '» * * 3 N <3 N 29 
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ed, as 1 ſaid before, to accept of ſuch as the mi- 


N. 2. According: to that order, which was ſet⸗ 


wſelver, 8c. If miniſters are allowed ſuch right, 


ent, or irregular in their lives, what diſorder that 


de paſtoral office, before he is a member of ſome 
Auſw. If any are admitted into any church be- 


© ſo, it is not a regular admiſſion, and if a 


{ 
| 
| 
{ 
. 
3 
| 
| 


lar intereſt, I hope none will ſay ſuch a practice 
is according to that order which was ſettled in the 
church, 1 Cor. x1. 26. for as often as ye eat this bread yy, 
! drink this cup, e ſhew forth the Lord's death till le 
come. It is not ſaid, as often as you want an 
office, either in church or ſtate, ye may eat this 
bread and drink this cup. But it is ſaid, ver. 27 
He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, is guilty of th 


churches, +. were allowed both right and power 
not only to chooſe out from among themſelves, ſuch 
as they judged qualified, but alſo to reject and den 


they were ordained to any church. This is plain 


pretend to an extraordinary revelation from hete 
ven, reject him as a falſe teacher or miniſter, # 
be preaches not the very ſame doctrine as we. have predtik 
ed. That miniſters aſſuming ſuch a power or ſu- 


not only in chooſing ſuch as appear qualified a 
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al, or any other office; it is proſtituting that fi. 
cred ordinance: to ſerve mens worldly and ſecu- 


body and blood of Chriſt, 
_ Inſt. 3. According to that order that was ſet- 
tled in the church, the people, or particu; 


ſuch as proved unqualified, either before or after 


from that inſtance of the church at Antioch, in re 
jecting thoſe preachers that came, or were ſent 
trom the church at Jeruſalem: And alſo from 
Chriſt's commanding and commending churches 
for to try and prove falſe miniſters from true 
ones: And alſo from Paul's exhorting the churches 
of Galatia to reject all ſuch teachers as did not 
preach the very ſame doctrine, as they had preacis 
ed, Gal. i. 8, 9. But though we, or an angel from be 
wen, preach; any other doctrine, let bim be accuſed. As 
if he had ſaid, if one who is an apoſtle, or if any 


premacy, as above ſpecified, over churches ; 1 
and does deprive them of their right and po 


cording to that order, which was ſettled 1 
church, put alſo in rejecting or depoling 2 


appear unqualified, will appear by theſe following 
c | | 
| Io. I. © When the people, ſays one 8 began to , 
er he negligent to make their elections, and did 9 
& caſt that care upon the prieſts, as little belong- 1 


be © ing to them, to judge and determine of perſons 

au © qualifications for the miniſtry: Becauſe they "i 
this might think, as many do now, that miniſters are 1 
2 the beſt and moſt proper judges, becauſe they A 


tell them ſo, * Bur, ſays he, the prieſts took oc- 
*'caſion from this to uſurp a tyranny to themſelves, 
« which afterwards they eſtabliſhed by new canons 
© ſet forth by them, and they violently took, or ve- 


ver rily ſtolen, the right of election wholly from the ws 
uch © people,” What uſe miniſters made of the peo- 1 
de plc's right in judging and determining for them, 9 
ter who were, and who were not qualified for the pa- 9 
dan itoral office, will appear by the following ac- * 
EZ „ | 4 
4 lt is beſt, 1 ſays he, to begin at calling: bh. 


* and we may ſee both what manner of men; 7 
* and alſo by what rule or order they be called 2 
to the miniſtry. This is certain, that theſe hun- =_ 
* dred years there hath ſcarcely been every hun- 4 
* dredth man that underſtood any thing of ho- 44 


act ly doctrine, that was choſen and ordained to Y 
1 che miniſtry, If judgment be had of their man- 1 
ners we ſhall find that there have been few, Fi 
au almoſt none, bur the old canons would have judg- = 
ber ed unworthy. He that was not a drunkard, 

„ or whoremonger, but was clear from ſuch 


„ wickedneſs, was either a Dicer, or a Hunter, or 
„ 4ſolute in ſome part of his life. But, ſays he, 
1 how ſhall they be able to excuſe this, that they 

have ſpoiled the church of her rights.“ This, 
with what I mentioned before from Dr. Owen, is the 


1 way and manner by which miniſters are called to 
10 e 
- 


; Calvin's Inflitutiong, tid 
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the paſtoral office in the church, which . 
ed the people of their rights and 125 - 18 
= and. determining for themſelves, in chooſing cken 
miniſters or Pa N 
e. 2. The manner of calling men to the mi. 
niſtry by Dioceſan Biſhops according to their form 
| they do allow in word, that the people have both 
| right and power to judge of perſon's qualification. 
for the miniſtry, Which form is a follows, 
* © Good people theſe are they whom we pur. 
| cc poſe, God willing, to receive this day into the 
holy office of prieſthood, for after due examina- 
** tion, we find not but they may be lawfully called 
& to their function and miniſtry : And that theſe 
« perſons are meet for the ſame. But yet if there 
„de any of you who knoweth any impediment, 
or notable crime, in any of them, for the which 
he ought not to be received into the holy mi- 
at niſtry, let him come forth in the name of God 
and ſhew, what the crime or impediment is. 
« And if any great crime or impediment be ob- 
66 jected, the biſhop, ſhall ſurceaſe from ordaining 
« that perſon, until ſuch time, as he ſhall be 
& found clear of that crime. 5 425 
Buy this form it plainly appears, that our refor- 
mers did allow the people had a right, to judge 
of a perſon's qualifications for the miniſtry, il 
the preſent biſhops do not, for why ſhould they be 
asked ſuch a queſtion, if they had no right to 
judge, whether a man was qualified or not. | 
alſo ſuppoſerh, that the people who are asked the 
queſtion ſhould know the man or men, as to their 
lives and converſations ; if not preaching, It allo 
ſuppoſeth, that thoſe that do know them ſhould be 
preſent, when the queſtion is asked. Suppoſe ſuch 
queſtion ſhould be asked, when either ot theſe #0 
wanting, it would be too much like :aocking both 
God and man. Suppoſe a judge ſhould call a prior 


—_”— OO —— — * 


* The Biſkops form of Ordination, 


ſuppoſe he knows the only witneſs that can ſwear 
to the inditement 18 A hundred miles off yet not 
withſtanding he does or ſhould proceed to try the 
priſoner, conſequently he muſt be diſcharged as 
innocent, though never ſo guiltix.. 
Inf 3. The manner or rule, by which ſome dif 
ſenting presbyters try men, as to their qualifica- 
tion for the miniſtry, is after this manner following. 
They require a perſon to draw up a confeſſion 


of faith in writing, which they peruſe in private, 


Es ww .Dv 


2- Wl before it is read by the candidate in publick, which 
7 z man of very mean parts or abilities may do, with 
eſe 


the help of other mens works, He 1s alſo required 


re Wl to anſwer ſome queſtions in publick, which he has 
nt, ſome time before in order to prepare ſuitable an- 
ch wers. © Surely, perſons may, and *tis too evident 
mi- 


many do paſs through ſuch a tryal, though very 


0d Wh culpable, as to their lives and converſations; and 
5. allo heterodox in their judgments. I could men- 
ob- — too many inſtances to prove both, was it no- 
J os . Sh 
be IT hope theſe inſtances are too plain a demon- 


tration that churches reſigning their right, and 


for- wer to miniſters; or minifters aſſuming ſuch a 
age WW over or ſupremacy over churches, as before ſpeci- 
„ i fied, has a direct tendency to deprive the people 
be ot their undoubted right in chooſing worthy ; and 
[ ho In rejefing or depoſing ſuch as are unworthy mi- 


niſters, and not only ſo; but it has alſo a direct 
tendency to introduce an ignorant and prophane 
miniſtry, which will unavoidably make churches 
more like a barren wilderneſs, than gardens in- 
cloſed, Cant. iv. 12. Ia, v. 5, 6. I appeal to all mi- 
niſters, who are not over grown with a blind 
and ignorant zeal for popiſh ſupremacy ſo as to ſet 
with other men's eyes, if this has not a natural 
ind direct tendency, not only to bring 4 
an 
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and confuſion into churches, but alſo to baniſh al 


fume ſuch a ſupremacy over them, as to chooſe 
and appoint ſuch men, as are drunkards, or whire- 


_Eliurch, of which he was a member; not one 


Spiritual guides; underſtood any thing of holy di- 


As for the minifters appointed and ordained by diowa 


© Some that have read ſome few books: Le 


order out of churches, viz. for miniſters to af. 


amongers, Or dicers, or hunters ; or diſſolute in ſome 
part of their lives, and if Calvin ſaid true, of the 


3n a hundred of thoſe who were appointed for 


zrine, And yet they are vindicated as the only 
true mimiſters, and all others that do not conform 
to their way of ordination; and own them to be 
the only true miniſters, are deemed, not only a 
Schiſmaticks, but 'Hereticks, 5 


Viſbops. I wiſh I could tay, there were no drunkard, 
no whoremongers, no dicers, no bunters, nor any who 
are diſſolute in ſome part of their lives, I wiſh 
could ſay the far greateſt part, that are appointed 
and ordained by them, | underſtood holy doctrine. But 
if the. biſhop-of Sarum * has given a true account 
of them it it is not fo, © Our ember-weeks, ſajs 
er he, are the burthen-of my life, the much great 
« er part of thoſe who come to be ordained, art 
% ignorant to a degree not to be apprehended, 
ce by thoſe who are not obliged to know it. Tit 
<< eaſieſt part of knowledge is that to which theyare 
cc the, greateſt ſtrangers to. I mean the plan 
ee part of ſcriptures, which they ſay, in excuſe d 
© their ignorance, that their tutors in the bur 
cc yerſities never mention the reading of to then 
„ ſo that they can give no account, or at be, 
a very imperfect one of the contents of the goſpel 


© ver ſeem to have read the ſcriptures. Mai 
e cannot give a tolerable account of tie * 
« chiſm itſelf, how ſhort and plain forver. I 
#6 17 j i a 1271 | " f 


his Preface to hi: en 


be People vindicated, 71 


« cry, and think it a fad diſgrace to be denied 
« ders, 'tho' the ignorance 0 ſome is ſuch, that 
« in a well regulated ſtate of things, (viz. in 2 
church ſettled according to goſpel order,) they 
« would appear not knowing enough to be by d 
« mitred to the holy ſacrament. ”” If they have 
not knowledge ſufficient to receive the ſacrament. 


- exides, for particular churches, Yer notwithſtand- 
ly ing theſe! are all vindicated, as the only true n= 
cn nifters, and all others that are not appointed, or 


ordained, by a dioceſan biſhop are deemed, not only 
ſchiſmaticks, but intruders, or invaders of the miniſte= 
rial office : And as they ſay, are guilty of the fin 
of Koraiſm. And as a natural. conſequence of 
ſuch an ignorant miniſtry ; their people are ma- 
ny of them ſo overgrown with ignorance, as to be- 


h ere them: And therefore they conclude (as their 
red miniſters would have them ;) that all thoſe men 
Bu ho don't paſs under examination and ordinati- 
non of a biſhop, that undertake the miniſterial of- 
s e; deſerve the ſame puniſhment as Norah had, 
ea berefore they reſolve not to come near any place, 


where ſhuch men preach, for fear the arch ſhould 
pen its mouth and ſwallow them up alive, as 
It did Korab, and all his company, Cc. 


As for the miniſters that are appointed and 


are 

or rdained to that office by diſſenting presbyrers, I 
e Ain I could ſay there were no drunkards, no 
r Poremongers,, no dicers, no hunters, nor any who 
hen, re diſſolute in ſome part of their lives, I wifh 
kal could ſay, they did all appear qualified accord- 
(pc Ps to the apoſtolick canons, as before ſpecified, 
t. t to teach the ſame doctrines, Chriſt and his apo- 
Aan let did, and not errors, unblameable in their lives: 


Ind ſuch as can, and do behave themſelves ſo in e- 
ery relation, as to bave a good report of all that are 
hour. But this I canndt ſay, becauſe I know 

| £5, 4 20 


then ſurely they are not qualified for ſpiritual 
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it ic not ſog and yet many: others ST 7 
Sande lay, they. are all 3 — 1 ca 
ordained by. laying en their bands, tho they ate 
ignorant and prophane. as Hophni and Phinehs; 
Who. were honewongers, if not drunkerds, 1 Sam. il. Wl 
22,22, And all others who take upon them the il © 
maniftry without being fo: ordained, are deemed jb 
as intruders: Or imvagers of that office, And x * 
they ſay, are guilty of the ſame ſin of Koraiſm ng 
As. they themſelves, are charged with by divceſen y 
e, their people are many of them ſo he | 
veſt ridden, as ſome call it, as to think it their 7 
duty not to hear ſuch preach, tho' at the next i 
dear, leaſt they ſhould rag 10 
dear, they Mould: encourage them in ſuch WW 1 
There is another ſet of miniſters diſcover too 75 
much of the ſame ſpirit and temper, tho' not in ; 
the ſame reſpec, viz. as to ordination by impo- Ne 
ſition of hands. Yet they ſhew ſuch a fondneſs 48 
or a; peculiar ſet of words and phraſes about the " 
Kate of the elect, before converſion, that they will Minor 
not allow any man to be orthodox in his judge nen 
ment, or not ſo clear in goſpel. truths, as them- f: 
felyes, K the don't uſe the ſame ſet of words bel 
or phraſes, which ſeem to be drawn from that Won 
fecurity which God has, given to Chriſt with re» eof 
ſpect unto the ſalvation of all the elect. 7/a lu nd 
10, 11, Tz. in the covenant of grace God made ene 
an. abſolute, and not as ſome think, a conditional Way: 
promiſe, that Chriſt ſhould. have a ſced or portion bis 
as a reward of his ſufferings. Had that cond- Wife 
tion terminated. in man's will, then he would have an. 
ſuffered upon a very uncertain condition of ha Miſc 
Ving any reward, becauſe man's will, till tenen: e 
ed, or ſubdued, by the ſpirit and grace of God, ice 
is directly oppoſite to the will or law of God, Whey 
Rem. viii, 7. but the promiſe is abſolute, and ſu , 
it 


a. ſecurity as. cannot be given: by any mortals, be 


+ * 
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cauſe God is unchangeable in his councils, and 
irreſiſtible in his will. 5 
Therefore ſome infer, that the ele& have a right 
to all the bleflings purchaſed by Chriſt before 
converſion, viz. the ſame right as a child that 
is born heir to an eſtate, during his minority, And 
yer they will not ſay, they have a pleadeable 
right, till they are converted. Which conſequent- 
ly can amount to no more than this, that an 
ted perſon has a right before his converſion, but 
he knows not to what: And to put in a plea for that 
right he knows not how, untill he receives the 
ſpirit of adoption in the work of converſion : 
And then the ſpirit is ſaid, ro witneſs with their 
hirits, that they are the children of God, Rom. viii. 16. 
| think it can be to no good purpoſe to amuſe 
perſons with a right, before they can put in a 
plea for that right. It is very evident it has this 
effect, if no worſe, that many of their people, 
(whoſe zeal does far exceed their knowledge,) will 
not believe any man is clear or ſound in his judg- 
ment, if he does not frequently uſe the ſame fe 
of words or phraſes. It appears too evident by 
heſe inſtances, that the miniſters of different de- 
nominations, have made but a very ill uſe of the 
deoples right in judging, and determining Who are, 
nd who are not qualified, for the miniſtry in 
general: Which right our preſent diſſenting presbyters 
are aſſumed, with the conſent of moſt churches in 
us nation, by the ways and means before ſpe- 
uned. It alſo, very plainly appears by thoſe in- 
lances, that all che miniſters, before mentioned, 
cover a, very different ſpirit and temper from 
e apoſtles, tho' they all call themſelves their 
ccellors with equal confidence. Sure I am, if 
ne were, or would approve themſelves, to be 
9, the would endeavour to ſhew the, ſame ſpi- 
it and temper as they did. They would allow q 
| | the Fl 
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as in word, to judge and determine for them. 
ſelves, of a perſon's gifts and abilities for the mi. 
niſtry, as well as ſuitableneſs for them, and af 
adviſe and aſſiſt ehurches, in rejeching or deprſing 
all ſuch miniſters, as did not preach tne ſame doc: 
trines the apoſtles did, tho' they were of their own 


ſure I am, that the ſame advice ſhould he given, 


to the end of the world. If we, ſays the apoftl 
or an angel from heaven, as if he had (aid, if 
any that ſucceed us, or bear our character, preach 


' accurſed ; as if he had ſaid, that you and all church 
es to the end of the world muſt expect a curſe, 
rather than a blefling, upon all their miniſtrations 


ſters take more care, as to perſons qualitications 


for the miniſtry, before they recommend or or 
dain them, than the others do, as plainly ap 


contribution, and not ſettled by law, many woll 
which diſſenting presbyters do claim, and mol 
diſſenting churches do allow them, viz. to judge 


in general, has a natural and direct tenden 
to cauſe diſorder and diviſions in churches, ® 


world, ever were, or will be infallible, tho the 
biſhop of Rome pretends to it. Therefore the 


the people their undoubted r icht in fac, as wel 


party: For that was . Paul's advice to the church. 
es at. Galatia, that he himſelf had planted. And 


and alſo obſerved, by all miniſters and churche 
any other doctrine, reject him, nay, Jet him he 
Obj. But ſome may ſay, that diſfenting min 


pears by their conduct. | 
Anſw. I own their conduct is more becoming 
their ſacred office, than many of the others: Yet 
J verily believe, was their fallatics by voluntar 


behave themſelves much better than they do: 
But what I am proving is this; That, that rig 


and determine, who are qualified for the minilty) 


will appear by theſe following conſiderations. 
Conſid. 1. That no ſet or ſynod of miniſters in the 


ma}, 


* 


© 


perſons who are not qualified. 1 cli 
nid. 2. There are in molt diſſenting churches, 


2s chriſtians to judge and determine for them- 


filters, they will divide into two churches, this 
aſe happens too often to the diſhonour of reli» 
gion, as well as diſorder in many churches. 


lied, When ſuch a caſe happens in any church, 
bz, that they have called a man to the paſto- 
al office, and he afterwards proves unqualified, 
being erroneous in his doctrine, or irregular 
n his ite; either that church muſt reject him, 


(ended him, ſhould have a will to do it, they 
We not power, neither will that church reje& 
m, unleſs the major part do believe chey have 
power, and alſo that it is their duty to uſe that 
wer. I appeal to miniſters if it is not very 


L 3 | judgment 
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may, and it is too evident, they are very often 
miſtaken, as to perſons qualifications for the mi- 
miltry. Conſequently they may recommend ſome 


s yet ſome, who will not ſubmit unto the judg- 
went of miniſters, but do think it their duty, 


ſelres: And there are alſo many, if not the far great- 
elt number, in moſt churches, who prefer the 
miniſters judgment before their own, as it does 
rery often appear, and then conſequently when 
an unqualified perſon is recommended, to ſuch 
2 church, the one party will fall in with him, 
it the other do not. But in caſe the other do 
not, then there muſt unavoidably be a diviſion: 
And in caſe they are able to maintain two mi- 


Conſid, 3. As miniſters are not infallible, ſo nei- 
her are churches, Fhis is plain from the inſtances 
df the church at Antioch; and the churches of Ga- 
ata, And that this is the caſe with many church- 
s, in this preſent age, is too evident to be de- 


r the neighbouring miniſters, or he cannot be 
tected. Now ſuppoſe thoſe miniſters that recom- 


pprobable, that thoſe perſons who prefer their 
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judgment before their own, will believe it is the 
duty to reject a miniſter who has been on 
of, and ordained by them, unleſs they will ad. 
viſe them, to it and join with them in rejectin 
him, as the apoſtles and elders did, with the churc 

at Antibeb; in rejecting thoſe that preached up 
the neceſſity of circumciſion, in order to ſalya- 
tion. But it cannot rationally be ſuppoſed, that 
miniſters of this preſent age will do ſo; ſo long 


| as they vindicate all their own party, as the on- 

| ly true miniſters: and explode all others, as in. 
3 truders or invaders of the miniſtry ; then conſe- 

| quently ſuch miniſters cannot be rejected, which 

| muſt -unayoidably cauſe diſorder and confuſion 
BY in ſuch churches. And not only ſo, bur it has 
| a©natural' and direct tendency to corrupt the 
| miniſtry, which is and will be of fatal conſe- 


| quence to churches,” and alſo to the intereſt of 
Ohriſt. I think the conſequence of it in the two 

_ churches, before ſpecified, ſhould be a ſufficient 
warning to all "diſſenting miniſters, and church- 
es Who have any regard for the honour or in- 
tereſt of Chriſt, or the falyation of ſouls, to ob- 
ſerve that order which was ſettled in the church, 
1 according to the will of Chriſt, in calling men 
D fo 
I might mention many inftances to prove, that 
miniſters aſſuming ſuch” a power over churches, 
iN has (occaſioned great diſorder. But I will mention 
11 but two. The one was a perſon recommended 
1 only, the other was both recommended and 0 
dained. © 10% RT FELT OE ATTY GON 
"Iſt." 1. They were both recommended as fer: 
ſons extraordinarily well qualified for the mim. 
try. After one had preached, 28 a candidate, 
about a Year and a half, ſome of the neighbour 
ing miniſters deſired me to ask moſt of the cn 
men of that church, whether they W 1 
29 * FOP 63:24 e-* gy 
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ſgnech to call him to the paſtoral office. And ac- 
corditigly 1 did: And they told me, they ſhould 
not; and gave very ood" reaſons for it. Af 
people ſaid; * they ſeemed not to be pleaſed with 
the anſwer. They came ſome time after, to 


wondred' they did not like ſuch a man; who was, 
u they ſaid, extraordinarily qualified for the, pa- 
„„ Oreo. 1 abs. Tok OE, 
what reaſon they had to change their WE DN 
told me, ſuch miniſters had been'there, and told ei 

they knew he was 2 man very Well qualified for 


qulifications than they themſelves were : And they 
believed that they were the beſt judges; and there- 
fore they were willing to res tz - ordained. 
One of the . miniſters asked me, why, I oppoſed 
his being ordained, I told him, becau e T thought 
he was not qualified for the paſtoral office. He 
ald me; Mt. 67 and Mr. N..— z, and he were 
better Judges of his qualifications than I was; 
and they beheved' he was qualified, and there- 
fore I ſhould, ' 1 muſt own, I Was a little Tur- 
prized, to hear ſuch doctrine from a diſſenting mi- 
niſter ; yet upon conſideration, I think peace'and 


who allow miniſters ſuch a right and power, as 
defore ſpecified, unleſs that doctrine be univerſal- 
I. received, viz. to believe as the church, or ra- 
ther 153 24 *N rr Le as + ever ET 7s 1 
her, as miniſters believe. If they do not, it is 
impoſlible but diſorders and diviſions will ariſe 
in churches, But if miniſters would allow church- 
es to judge and determine for themſelves, both 
In chooſing worthy, and in rejecting unworthy miniſters, 
by the majority of voices; as they do in all civil 
locictzes, then che minor would ſubmit to the ma- 
N as jor 


t 
: 
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alk with ſome of the people; and told them, they 
ſtoral office: Afterwards ſome of the people were 


the miniffty, and they were better Judges of his 


unity will not be maintained in thoſe churches, 


—— 4 
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jor part with greater ſatisfaction. But if miniſters 
Will exert ſuch a power over churches, as tho: 


dained, in caſe, they could get a majority for him. 
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did in relation to Mr. 7— y: Though ſome of them 
had it in writing under the hands of eight or ten 
ot the chief members of that church before ſpeci- 

„ that they did not 7 8 of him; yet they 


encouraged one part of the people to have him or- 


1 
, ” 
5 4 


And they joined with that party, though the mi- 
nor, and made ſuch a puſh to have him ordained; 
that ſhould 1 relate it, it would ſeem incredible. 
Yet notwithſtanding thoſe miniſters gave him ſuch 
2 character, it was proyed. before five of them, 
who. came with a deſign to ordain him, that he 
did not behaye himſelf well, neither in the pul- 
pit, nor out of it. What diſorder that occaſioned 
in that church, I appeal to the miniſters who ma- 
naged that affair. . 

ut. 2. The other perſon was ordained to, tho 


not in that church. He preached three or four 


Lord's Days before he was ordained. He did not 
diſcover his principles in his preaching, till after 


he was ordained. One of the miniſters that went 


to join with other miniſters in ordaining him, 
told me, after he had looked over his confeſſion 
of faith, he knew he was an Arminian. Therefore 
he made an excuſe of ſome extraordinary buſineſs 
and went away, becauſe he would have no hand 


in ordaining Tuch a man into the miniſtry. 


told him, I thought he ought to have told his bre- 
thren, if not the perſon himſelf, what he chougit 
of him, in order to prevent his being ordained: 
But he told me, he knew. moſt of the miniſters 


that were there would wink at it, and he was 


not willing to make any diſturbance, or to fa 
effect. One of the two miniſters who were de 


puted by that Sed to examine his Confiſſon 4 


Faith told me, they were not ſatisfied wh 
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article concerning mant free will, They deſired 
him, if he could with ſatisfaction, to alter that 
article before it was read in the meeting, and 
accordingly he did. I asked that miniſter, if they 
thought he altered his judgment, in that moment 
of time he altered his Confeſſion of Faich, He told 
me, they hoped he had. What reaſon they had 
to believe it, I muſt leave others to judge. No 
doubt, that perſon who was to be ordained, 
thought he had very good reaſon to alter it. He 
might fear, they would not confer the miniſterial 
office upon him, if he had not done it. But after 
he had obtained that favour from them, he preach- 
ed up the Arminian tenets, with as much zeal, as 
any of the Conformiſts, And was ſo very free in 
converſation with them on that head, that our 
pariſh miniſter told me, he was one of them ; 
Which I knew too well to the ſorrow and grief 
of that church, or one part of it, I with another 
perſon acquainted ſome of the miniſters that or- 
dained him, what doctrine he preached, and alſo 
the diſſatisfaction of many of the people, and de- 
ſired them to adviſe him to go away. They ſaid, 
they were yery Atty he ſhould preach ſuch doc- 
trine, they would ſpeak to him, or to that pur- 
poſe. © But they did not adviſe that church to re- 
xt him, as the apoſtles and elders did the church 
at Antioch, nor as Faul did the churches of Ga- 
latia; neither did they adviſe him to go away 
8 7 $40 00. ende 
as appeared aiterwards. Perhaps, they might 
think, it would have been a diſhonour to them, if 


- 


not to him, if they had told him, they were mi- 


taken in him, or that he got into the miniſtry 4 
by hypocriſy, by telling them, he altered his 4 
Principles, when he did not. Therefore they muſt, 1 
in faithfulneſs to Chriſt and that church, adviſe 4 
e 
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wy What .difor ger this occaſioned in that church, s 
'T appeal to thoſe miniſters who conferred the mini- © © 


Aerial office upon him, in that great rranſacliom of 
Taying on their bands. T hope, I have fufficienty proy- 
ed; that, for miniſters to aſſume ſuch a right or 
Power over churches, as to judge and determine 
Who are ahd who are not qualified for the miniſtry 

in general, has a natural and direct tendency, to 
cauſe diſorder and diviſions in churches, and allo 
to corrupt the miniſtry. If a nod of diſenting 


'presbyters will in this age wink at the Arminian te- 
nets, What can be expected, but the next age will, 
not only wink at, but alſo yindicate them? And 
If a 5% of Arminian precbyters mould think, a. 
many do now, that they have a power, as Chriſt's us 
der-agents to confer the miniſterial office by laying on theit 
'bands : It cannot be ſuppoſed, but they wall conter 
it upon ſuch men as believe, and preach the ſame 

| doctrines as themſelves. And as the preſent pref- 

| byters have made a rule or canon to limit the mi 

| niſtry to ſuch men as they approve of: S0 by 

| the ke rule the Arminians may limit the mint 
| try ro ſuch only as they approve of, And as tit 
| preſent presbyrers have made a rule, Or canon, tb 

| _ exclutie all church-members, called 2m», from 
= brick preſent at their publick meetings, or {y nods. 
4 So they may make a rule or canon to exclude al 
4 minifters, from being preſent at their publick 
43 meetings, or ſynods, except ſuch as hold che fant 


4 principles, as themſelves. What can be expechel 
4 ut fuch a ſynod may do, as a ſynod of 4. d 


ſhops did by Eufarhins, e They incenſed rhe peo 
«© ple he was a Sabellian, as they were wont t 


1 ct call all thoſe, by way of contempt, who ot K 

=_ - « ſed their hereſy.” LI think it 2 i 1 f 

bl 8 =. . | * — 242 — 9 Ss — lioce an 1 , | 
diſſenting presbjters, as it is ſaid of ec 'h 
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orders the depoſing a ſcandalous clergyman; 
« there ſeems to be more than common caution 
& required in admitting any one to ordination. * ” 
| think I may ſay, ſince diſſenting presbyters 
have made no canon or rule, that exprefsly orders 


eicher to allow the people, or churches, their un- 


o doubted right to reject, or depoſe, ſuch as are 
„ ioqualificd; and alſo chooſe thoſe that are quali- 


fed, or elſe make another new canon, whereby 
they. may have power to do it. But, I think, the 
beſt way is to make, nor obſerve, no new canons; 
but, for both miniſters and churches, to keep to 


end obſerve the Apoſtolick Canons only, andthe rea- 
ir bons, why I think fo, are theſe. oi 
fer 1. Becauſe they direct churches to purge out cor- 
me pe miniſters, as well as corrupt members; if this ca- 
{Won is not obſerved by churches, they cannot ex- 
ni- ect, but it will be as the apoſtle ſays, x Cor. v. 6. 4 
by te eaven lea veneth the bole lump. And corrup- 
n- on in miniſters is like corrupting the fountain, 
che end conſequently the ſtreams will be ſo. And com- 
to von experience proves, that a looſe and prophane 
om {Wninittry produces a looſe and prophane people; 
ods, n ignorant, ſupercilious, and ſuperſtitious mini- 
e produces ſuch à people; an erroneous mini- 
lick , an erroneous people, and a carnal miniſtry, 
me WP carnal people. If the old leaven is not purged 
ted, ut of churches, by ſeripture diſcipline, all neu canons 
ber diſeipline will rather purge out the new, viz; 
x0- rue chriſtians, than the old leaven. It was this 
t to it purged out our reformers from the church 
po. Rome. Says one, f ©& Thoſe that ſer up condi- 
ei ions of communion, of their own deviſing. 
uch is not an unity of God's making, buc 
nce POT a, N F of 
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e Snce-thede is no canon made, that expreſsly 


the depoſing an unqualified miniſter, they ought, 
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ce of their own. Theſe ſays he, make the firſt inclo- 
' © ſure of the th Thoſe that e 


the rights and liberties of the — days one, 
0 


% 


nons or impoſitions. Surely, the beſt way to main- 


Cc 


< pation ro rob men of the liberty of their 


* lawful and unneceſſary condit ions of communi— 
* on muſt take the imputation of ſchiſm upon them- 
4 ſelves, by making ſeparation from them juſt and 
«& neceffary. ” I hope none will deny, but that 
which wall juſtify perſons for ſeparating from one 
church, will from another, vi. unſcriptural ca- 


tain peace and unity amongſt chriſtians of all deno- 
minations, is to keep to, and obſerve the candn 
of ſcripture only, both as to doctrine and diſci- 
pline, in their reſpective churches. 

Keaſ. 2. Becauſe whenever or whatever ſet or 
ſynod of miniſters took upon them a delegated 
power, in or ovef the church, to act as Chriſt 
under agents and not as ſervants only, never did, 
nor ever will, find any bounds or limits to ſuch 
a power: Says one, © If church governors vil 
take upon them to judge what things are ne- 
ceſſary, or lawful, then, ſays he, their power i 
« abſolute; for, to be ſure, what they command 
„ they will ſay is lawful, either in itſelf, or as 
© they command it. But, ſays he, no true pro- 
« teſtant can ſwear blind obedience to church 
ec governors, in all things; it is the higheſt uſur- 


A N X 


«© judgment, G c. 95 f 
It is very obſervable, that miniſters in all ages 
have made uſe of this objection, in order to uſurp 


1 It is objected, that that diſorder, which hap 
«© pened at Antioch, was occaſioned by the elec 
ce tion of Euſtatbius. And it is alſo objected, thi 
& the diſorder at Cæſarea was occaſioned by tis 
ce election of Euſebias. It is objected, that tie 
& diſorder, which happened at Alexandria, 1 
ER c caliog 


2 Chilingworth, 1 No Evidence for Dioceſan Biſhops 
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N- « great diſorder at Rome which came to bload- 
1- © ſhedding, for ſeveral days, was occaſioned, by the 
n-W election of Damaſus. Suppole, ſays the author, 


« theſe inſtances were all true, as they don't ap- 
« pear to be upon examination: Let this does 
« not prove, that it is not the people's right to judge 
© for themſelves. The fulleſt words Greek authors 
« yſefor allthe parts of election, which are to propoſe 
© t9 name, to decree, are in the ſtories eccleſiaſti- 


pyters may have more skill to judge, yet the peo- 
ple had as much, or more, right to chooſe their 
O paſtors. There is, "ſays he, evidence that 


red this was the practice of the church, for above a 
it's * thouſand years after Chriſt, viz. for the people 
10 to chooſe their miniſter or paſtor. If every or- 
u 


* der or uſage; though of apoſtolical inſtitution, 


wil g mould be exploded, becauſe of ſome diſorders 
ne: happening, what would be left us, that is pri- 
ug mitive or ancient.“ We may oblerve from this 

and author, that the people or churches were to ap- 

- 2s 


point, who ſhould ſtand as candidates in order to 


pointed two, in order to chooſe one an apoſtle 
in the room of Judas. 4 
I ſnall conclude, by giving ſome advice or cau- 
tion to thoſe churches that do, or may, enjoy 


ages heir rights and liberties. | 
ſurp Advice 1. Watch and guard againſt an uncha- 
due ricable ſpirit and temper. Do not be influenced 
babe your miniſters, to look upon all, who are not 
elc- ot your own party, to be falſe miniſters. I have 
tit obſerved this ſpirit and temper prevail too much 
de mongſt diſſenters, as well as among others. 
tie Becauſe epiſcopal churches, as well as ſome others, 
W le in many reſpects fallen from that order, which 
0 "4s ſettled in the church by the apoſtles, accord- 
| M2 mg 


0 caſoned by popular election. Some ſay, that 


« cal applied to the people: And though the preſ- 


election, as the hundred and twenty diſciples ap- 
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conelade, they are not true churches, and conſe 


and the Lord's Supper: And they either do ( 


- -|;Conſid, 2. That the manner or form of inve 


veſt a-perſon into the office, is this. The bill 


| tent by za king, though he may receive his d 


4 
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ing to the Will of Chriſt, as they themſelves can 
not deny, upon due conſideration; therefore man 


ntly have no tre miniſters, In order to gif 
de you from diſcovering ſuch a ſpirit ani 
temper, I will offer ſome things to your conſid 
— 25 gong of 55066 311, | 
- Confed. 1. That they own and: ſubſcribe the fam 
articles of faith, as all other miniſters do; the 
alſo adminiſter the ſame ſacraments, vis. Baptiſ 


ought to preach the ſame doctrines, or not ſul 
ſeribe them, if what the apoſtle ſays be true 1 
Rom. xv. 23. For bat ſoe ner is not of faith, is ſn, 

it is not a fin to equiyocate with men, yet, doub 
Jeſs, it 18 with God: And if to ſubſcribe the 
(as ſome ſay. and do) as articles of peace, and n 
aith, is not equivocation both with God and me 
i don't underſtand What is ſo. 9 


ing perſons into the miniſterial - office, by dic 
hopes is more agreeable to the nature of t 
ching; than that by which 4iſenting precbyters 1 
veſt men into the ſame office. I wall give aſi 
account. of both, and leave others to judge 

The manner by which the. dioceſan biſlops] 


elivers a bible into his hand, ſaying theſe word 
Take thou authority to preach the word 
£ God, and adminiſter the ſacraments in 
“ chufch. It appears very plain by this 
that aur reſormers thought, (if the preſent bi 
do not) that when a man was inveſted in 
miniſterial office, he received his authority f 
God and not the ki. As an; embaſſader (il 


miſſion in writing, in which he has direct 
mitations what he muſt, and what he mil 
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una in his name, and by his authority, in any 


wurt. or country he is ſent to, he looks upon 


inder the king: And alſo. that he is accountable 
d the king, whether he has or has not acted ac- 
ding to his commiſſion: So a miniſter who re- 
wives from a biſhop the bible in ſuch a manner, 
does, or ought to receive it as from Chriſt, 
Ind ought to look upon himſelf as his embaſſador, 
br, to him only, he muſt give an account, whe- 
her he has acted according to the directions and 
mitations in his commiſſion, as fpecified in the 
ble, and not whether he has acted according to 
he rules or canons deviſed by men: And what 


be written at the latter end of their com- 
ion, Rev. xxii. 18, 19. Tor I teſtiſy unto ewery-man 
t beareth the words of the . prophecy - of bis ' book, f 
man ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall add un- 
lim the plagues "that are written in this book, And 
any man ſhall take away from the words of -'this 
Phecy,” God ſhall take. away bis part out bf the:book 
ife, Surely, no man would take a commiſſion 
go as an embaſſador for any king, unleſs he 


had any thoughts of returning to give an ac- 
unt. And why fo many men ſhould deſire or 


len, if their practice maybe allowed to ſpeak fer 
Mm, they never intended to act according to that 
umiſſion; therefore we may - conclude they ne- 
do think of returning to give an account, 

only of that worldly honour or advantage they 
pe to get by it. That⸗miniſters may do what 
not in their commiſſion expreſſy commanded 
forbidden is but a vain- imagination; and all 
pretend to have ſuch a power to add any 


ere his commiſſion by the hand of a ſervant 


heir account will be was by Chriſt's commanded 


tended to act according to his commiſſion, if 


dere ſuch a commiſſion, as Cbriſt's embüſſadons, 
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ching in the worſhip of God, as a part of worſh; 
becauſe it is not forbidden, or to omit any thin 
either as to worſnhip or diſcipline which is comman 
ed, will find their miſtake, when they come 
give up their account. 
The manner of inveſting perſons into the 
niſterial office, by ſome diſſenting presbyters, 
very different from this. They ſay, they as Chriſt 
under agents have power to commit or conf $ 1 
the miniſterial office, by laying on their handMMlriſti: 
It is very evident, that the biſhop of Rome doi 
not pretend to act, by an abſclure but by a dal 
gates power from Chriſt, as his vicar or agen 6 
In or over his viſble 'church. And by vertue ¶ min 
ſuch a power, he thinks (as many others do) the t in 
he may decree what rights and ceremonies, e ¶ e ru 
ther for matter, or mode of worſhip, as he thin at w 
neceſſary, or decent in the church. And unde cord 
the pretence of ſuch a delegated power, as Chriſt 4. 
agents or under agents, are introduced all Hy 
oli ces and ſacraments; and rules or canons ei cer 
ther for worſhip or diſcipline, which are no, 2c 
obſerved and impoſed as terms of communioſ i 
in the two churches before ſpec ſied. | Don't 
Cosſid. 3. That many of thoſe miniſters, ordained lſters 
by biſhops, act according to their commiſſion, bit x 
preaching. the ſame doctrines Chriſt and his apt 
tles preached, and are not aſhamed nor afrai 
to oppoſe the Arminian tenets 5 neither do they wink 
at them, but do enter their  prozeſ# againit them 
by printing as well as preaching. 
Conſid. 4. That the corruptions of many of til 
glergy, both in principle and practice, is matte 
of grief and ſorrow to them: And alſo their ur 
: ſeriptural diſcipline, as s the original cauſe 
both, viz, that the power of the keys is not q 
ly taken from the people, but from them 3 , 
and is lodged. in or committed to the A 


3 0 
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ery often of laymen, and generally ſuch as ſhew 
p regard for the honour of religion, or mini- 
u, nor for the honour or good of the church, in 
te reformation of her members, but their own 
worldly intereſt and advantage: Sure I am this is 
nd ought. to be for a lamentation to all good 
pen, but eſpecially miniſters. n 
+ Conſid, 5. That as real religion or true chriftianity 
pes not gonſiſt in being ot the, or that party of 
tiriſtians 5 but in a real conformity both in beart and 
iſe to the rules or commands of Chriſt: So neither 
bes a true miniſtry conſiſt in being of thw or that 
lurch or party, viz. in conforming or not con- 
brming to any rules or canons deviſed by men: 
gut in a conformity both in heart and life unto 
the rule or canon of ſcripture, viz. that order 
tht was ſettled in the church by the apoſtles, 
cording to the will of Chriſt, Cc. 5 


1e 0 
) tha 
8, el 
hin 
unde 


brit 4dv. 2. Maintain your rights and liberties, not 
tha in chooſing your own paltors, and other 
1s enfWiicers, whom you judge qualified for ſuch offi- 
nous, according to the apoſtoiick canons, but allo in 


uni ing or depoſing ſuch as appear not qualified. 


Yon't be influenced to reſign your rights to mi- 


zaine t itters, by their telling you, they are the beſt or 
n, Mot proper judges: Chriſt has inveſted that right 
s apo you, therefore it is not only your duty and 
afra terett to maintain and uſe ir, but your fin if 
wü en do not. And conſider, if you do reſign it to 


then initters, not only you but ſucceeding ages may 


fe many others in this nation, Cc. 
natte 8 Maintain your rights alſo in admitting and ex- 
ir ute num cat ing members; don't admit any that appear 


ue aualifled, tho' it be to qualify them for the pa- 


t ral office. Remember what the apoſtle ſays, Rom. 
allo 7. 22. Happy is he that condemneth not ' himſelf in that 
10 my which he aloweth, I have heard many diſſenters 
/ | | , | 


ſfer for it, as they do in the church of Rome, 


blame 
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many of them, is,” that they are converted. 
. 


no © 


er any chen de Know, _ 


blame other churches, for admitting perſons to 


receive the ſacrament, only to qualify the RK 
bear offices. 99 F m of 9” 0 
Au. 3. Obſerve that rule and order which wa, I © 
ſettled in the church, in chooſing your miniſter ˖ 
or paſtor, wiz. choole out of churches and not out of b 
academies as ſuch, viz. before they are qualified for . 
and admitted church members. I would not be 1 
miſtaken. I am not againſt parents giving their 1 
children education. I think it is the duty of all parents 8 
to give all their children as good an education as N 
their circumſtances will admit. Vet it is contrary to 0 
that order which was ſettled in the church to a 7 
point or deſtinate a child to the miniſtry, before ; 
they have any reaſon to believe God intends hin Wl © 
for that office, by qualifying him for it; becauſe he i 
1 770 calls any man to that office, before he qua- 1 
ifies him for it. This I hope none will deny: There- 
fore, for miniſters who believe and own this; and 8⁰ 
yet incourage parents in ſuch a practice, is a pa- = 
rodox to me, for theſe reaſons following. 
I. Beeauſe they know what ſort of perſons the 2 
apoſtle Paul means by a novice whom he adviſes 4 
and cautions churches againſt chooſing, or calling Wl p. 
to the paſtoral office, viz, a new convert, that 10 


has not attained to ſome good degree of ſpiritu- 
al and experimental knowledge of goſpel truths 
or myſteries, Suppeſe all thoſe young men were 
really converted perſons, yet they cannot all be 
qualified in the apoſtle's ſenſe, and they know there 
is no reaſon or ground for ſuch a ſuppoſition in 


1 57 Becauſe they know, or my know, that 
urch ought to chooſe a perſon to the ps 
ſtoral office, before they are ſatisfied he appea 
qualified, according to that apoſtolick canon d 


Tule in 1 7. 3. which is improbable, if not W 


they know whether he is apt to teach, and un- 
blameable in his converſation, and can govern 
bis own houſe, and children well, before he has 
either; or before they have tried him: I cannot 
perſuade myſelf that academies or ſchools are the 
only proper nurſeries, to train up men for the 
miniſtry, for this reaſons. 4 

Becauſe in goſpel churches, and not in thoſe 
ſchools, perſons are inſtructed in ſuch know- 
ledge, as anſwers the end of a poſpe! miniſtry. 
In order to know this, it may be neceſſary 
to inquire what knowledge anſwers the end of 
a goſpel miniſtry: And alſo, whether tutors of 
ſchools inftru@ perſons in ſuch knowledge; 
ff. That knowledge, which anſwers the end of a 
goſpel miniſtry, Chriſt has plainly decared in Mattb. 
XVIII. 19, 20. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, a d of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you, And lo 1 
am with you allways even unto the end of the world. 
From theſe two verſes we may draw theſe natu- 
ral inferences or conclufions. | 


and not human invention. | 
2. That "Chriſt's end and deſign in appointing 
a goſpel mini try, was to bave the people inſtructed in 
the Whole il 1 Chriſt, as revealed in the ſcriptures. 
3. That thoſe teachers, or tutors, that don't in- 
ſtruct perſons in the whole will of Chriſt, as re- 
vealed in the ſcriptures, don't teach perſons ſuch 
33 as anſwers the end of a goſpel mi- 
22 

4 That goſpel churches were inſtituted and 
appointed by Chriſt, to inſtruct and teach peo- 
ple his whole will, or commands, as revealed. 05 
|  Feac 
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l he has been a member of that, or ſome other 
church, for ſome conſiderable time. How can 


I. That a goſpel minifry is of divine inſtitution, 
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Wherever a congregation was met together in 
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teach, ſays he, but where muſt or did they teach? 


his name and fear, to hear his mind, or will 
taught, Matth. xviii. 20. For where two or three are 
met together in my name, there am I in the midſt of then, 
If in a houſe, or barn, or by the ſea fide, and not in 
the temple, or ſjmogegues only, Pan IV. 21. Jeſus ſaid unto 
ber, Woman believe me the hour cometh, when ye ſhall 
neither in ths mountain, nor at Feruſalew, worſhip the 
Father, 1. e. not there only. 8 

F. No man can teach others the whole will 
of Chriſt, before he is himſelf taught and inſtruct- 
ed. Therefore, thoſe ſchools which do not in- 
ſtruct perſons in the whole will of Chriſt, as re- 
vealed in the ſcriptures, are not the only proper 
nurſeries to train up men for the miniſtry, 

24h, I ſhall inquire whether perſons in the 
ſchools, before ſpecified, are inctructed in the whole 
will of Chriſt, as revealed in the ſcriptures, 
It is very evident, that the deſign of ſetting up 
ſuch ſchools was to inſtruct dee, not only in 
the original languages, but in ſeveral ſciences; 
which knowledge and learning are very ne- 
ceſſary and uſeful for ſeveral perſons, according 
to their reſpective places and circumſtances in the 
world, and, as I ſaid before, eſpecially for mi- 
niſters, provided they don't make an idol of i. 
This Kind of literature, ſays one, * is good as 4 
* Handmaid Hegar-like, but if it muſt needs be mire, 
© and uſurp authority in the family; if like ſcot- 
te fing Iſhmael, Gen. xx1. 9. it will mock at the fpt 
crit and the ſimplicity of the goſpel, let it be 
« caſt out, &c.” I am very ſenſible learning 
very uſeful in its place, ſo is gold very uſeful to 
provide food and raiment for the body. But 
' 2 maſter of a family ſhould melt all his gol 
to make an idol of it, as the children of [jr did, 
and not only bow down to it himſelf, but _ 


* Mr, Burges, 
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all his family to do fo, it would become ſinful, 
and his family might periſh for want of food. 
1 think this is the cafe as to human learning, mi- 

niſters, according to their office, ought to provide 

ſuitable ſpiritual food for the ſouls of their peo- 
ple, 1 Cor. iii. 2. I have fed you with milk, and nat 
with meat, &c. Human learning is very. uſeful to 

| affift perſons in explaining and applying the ſcrip- 

tures to ever one's condition, provided they have a 

ſpiritual underſtanding, but not elſe, but rather the 

contrary, viz. to pervert them; and in caſe mini- 
ſters ſer up human learning, in the room of ſpiri- 

tual gifts, or @ ſpiritual underſtanding of the ſcriptures, 

they make an idol of it; and not only fo, but 

they cell their people no man can be a miniſter 

that has it not. And the people with as much 
zeal, pay as great adoration to it as themſelves; | 
and it is too evident, that thouſands, and thou- : 
lands of fouls do choole, to ſit under the mini- 
ſtry of ſuch, as bear the character of learned 
men, tho' their preaching 1s of no more uſe to 
feed their ſouls, then an idol. of gold in their 
houſes would be to feed their bodies. Is it poſ- 
lible that ſuch miniſters, can feed the ſouls of 
their people; by teaching them the whole will of 
Chrilt, as reyealed in the ſcriptures, who don't | 
underſtand ſo much as the contents of the goſ- 
pel? Surely, every good man and miniſter will wY 
as the r biſhop, © Theſe things pierce on's ſoul, | 
4 when ſo groſs ignorance in the fundamentals 
of religion has ſpread itſelf ſo much among thoſe 
© who ought to be teachers of others; and yet 
„ need that one teach them the firſt principles 
4 of the oracles of God. One would wonder ſays 
4 he, how men, ſo 1 quaiified, ſhould dare to de- 
mand ordination, or approach the Holy Altar.“ 
| N 2 Who 


1 Naop of Sarum; Preface $0 his paltoral care, 


; | = | ” ? N F | * A " : my , * 2 a oo f 9 : F I J Wo 8 D 44.4 . * FA * | 7 q e 7 . ; f 5 a 
> 7 n 3 ; | ; | 
* 5 : : „ ; 
— f ; . 2 at 4 a 9 | * * * 
» * % 3 . . \ 1 22 q R * 
f =; b 33 . . | * i ' eNS 
' 7 1 ö | i 
l "© A . \ 3 . 
« * 


4. 


© who coming to their function in this man- 


*. ner, viz. not being inſtructed in, nor: ſtudying 
the ſcriptures, tis no ſtrange thing that they 
cc revenues and dignities ſo much at heart, that 


they take, ſays he, the moſt likely method 


© to promete them: And what is more like. 
h than the fayour of the crown, which they 


© court upon all occaſions; ſo they fall of courſe 


from the ſtudy of divinity into that of poli- 
6e ticks. The younger clergy, ſays he, have of 
ce late made politicks ſo much their buſineſs, 
* that one would think, there was nothing elle 


ce ſtudied at the univerſities; and that riforle 


ce Was to be our guide, and not the reveal. 


es ed will of Chriſt. 


1 hope and believe there are no tutors of 
academies who bring up their ſcholars in ſuch groſs 
Ignorance, as before ſpecified; if they ſhould, ſuch 
Ren muſt either take, to ſome other imploy ment, 
or beg their bread ; unleſs they have eſtates to 
maintain them: or ſalaries fetttled by law. 
1 heard a miniſter ſpeak very much in com- 
mendation of a tutor, That he would not 
e take any boys into his academy, but ſuch 
* as had goed natural parts, fo as to be capar 
e ble of taking all the parts of learning, that 
* he thought neceſſary to put them to. And 
te when they had gone through all the parts of 
& learning, he put them upon reading a ſold 


„ body of divinity to put them into a fert- 


F ous ſtrain, and then they came forth into 
ee the miniſtry with very great acceptance 

Suppoſe all turors of academies fhouid take the 
fame care as this tutor did, and ſuppoſe all their 
ſcholars ſhould be put into a ſerious ſtrain | 
reading a ſollid body of divinity: Yer if that ſe» 
rious ſtrain, does not proceed from an inward jo 
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-1e, ſuch - miniſters would be but ike ange 

| 2. and the greater natural, and . 
parts ſuch men have, they are but the more ca» 
pale, of promoting ſatan's kingdom, and intereſt; 
whoſe miniſters they are, until they are endue 
with an inward principle of grace, or ſpiritual 
gits, or both; And in cafe God is pleaſed to en- 
2 ſuch men with ſpiritual gifts and abilities, 
they may be more uſeful than others, provided God 
s pleaſed to bleſs their labours, but not elſe. 
Therefore, for miniſters to incourage any man to 
undertake the miniſterial office, tho of never ſo great 
natural and acquired parts, before he appears 
to have ſpiritual gifts, and is proved and tried bot 
as to his internal, and external quahſications, as 
ſpecified, x Tim. 111. and in caſe he does not ap- 
pear qualified according to that rule, they are 
guilty not only of acting contrary to that 
rule, but of the greateſt barbarity, to the ſouls of 


men, haue in the academical ſchools; there are 
many men, who have been educated, ar thoſe 
ſchools, who are the molt knowing men in the 
nation, in the holy ſcriptures. ke 2: T6 
Anſw, 1 readily grant they are fo; and I wiſh 
there were more fuch: Net 1 appeal to them - 
ſelves, that they did not receive that knowledge 
from their tutors, but by the Spirit's illumination in 
the hearing, reading, and ſtudying the ſcriptures; 
and ] with all ſuch miniſters of each denomination, 
would adviſe all others to uſe the ſame means and dili- 
p<nce as they did, in order to obtain ſome tolerable 
Leßree, though nat equal to them, in divine know- 
edge, before hey undertrake that office, and ule 
| Wat 
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What in them lies to keep, or purge out of church. 
es all 2 5 erroneous, and 9 mmiſters be- 
Cauſe ſuch are a greater judgment, to any pev- 
ple, or church, than a famine of bread, for a fa- 
mine of the word of God is worſe than of bead 
bpbDecauſe people periſh for lack of knowledge in a 
|  worle ſenſe then for lack of bread, Anno, viii. ir. 
_ Hof. iv. 6. If it was a fin in Eli to indulge his 
two ſons, in acting unbecoming, the prictts office 
| I Sam. ii. Then ſurely it is a fin both in miniſters 
| and churches, to indulge ſo many minitters, that 
act, ſo very unbecoming their ſacred office, O. 
1 hope what I have ſaid may be ſufficient to 
prevail with thoſe churches, (if not with their mi- 
niſters,) who do or may enjoy their rights and li 
berties to vindicate, and maintain their right, and 
power in the keys; in keeping and purging out 
of their reſpective churches, all unqualified miniſtersas 
well as members. . And ſure I am they will find 
It to be the beſt way, and means, to maintain 
peace and unity among chriſtians: And alſo to 
prevent, thoſe diſorders which are ſo often in 
Churches, ocaſioned by miniſters aſſuming ſuch 
a power over Churches, as before ſpecified. I hall 
. conclude with the ſaying of one, © It Pham 
4 drive the chariot of the ſun, the world will be 
L © :*:ſoon ſet on fire; I mean, ſays he, ſuch in the 
kk church whoſe brains, like the unicorns, run out 
by into the length of the horn: Such who hare 
% more. fury than zeal, and yet more zcal than 
knowledge or moderation, Cc. 
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